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RASC Edmonton Centre Contact Information see also http://edmontonrasc.com/public/councilcontacts.html

Mailing address RASC Edmonton Centre On the web http://edmontonrasc.com
788, 10301 104 St. http://www.facebook.com
Edmonton, AB, T5J 1B9 https://twitter.com/EdmontonRASC
Canada

Observing Deck 780-452-9100 x2249

Stardust submissions: Submit articles by email to the editor (see above). Submission deadline is the 2nd Sunday
before the monthly meeting. Meeting dates are on the following page. Any standard document format is fine (MSOffice,
OpenOffice, LibreOffice, AbiWord,) but plain text is preferred. Do not try to layout and format your article; your labour
will only be discarded. Graphics may be submitted as separate files, and clearly identified; indicate references to them
within the text. Do not consider your article successfully submitted until you receive a confirmation email from the editor.
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Upcoming Events, Meetings, and Deadlines

Regular Meetings are held monthly (see below) from September
to June at 7:30pm in Telus World of Science, 11211 – 142 St.

Admission is free, and everyone is welcome to attend, member 
or not. Follow the signs from the main entrance.

Observers meetings are held monthly (see below) at Boston 
Pizza, 10543 – 124 St. Contact the observing_group @ 
edmontonrasc.com for details.

Council meetings are held monthly (see below) from September 
to May at 7:15 in the 5th floor observatory of the CCIS  *   Building   
on the U of A campus. Any RASC Edmonton member may 
attend.

* Centennial Centre for Interdisciplinary Science

MEETINGS 2013 – 2014

Edmonton Area Astronomy Discussions: astro@mailman. srv. ualberta. ca
To subscribe, send a blank email to: astro-request@mailman. srv. ualberta. ca 
with the subject line: subscribe

The above mailing list is completely independent and is not associated with RASC Edmonton Centre in any way. 

SLOOH Survey for RASC members 

For those members that have used our Centre account or their own personal account to take pictures from the telescopes on the Canary
Islands and/or Chile when it was operating, I would like to hear from you so as to assess the potential and existing uses for our broader
memberships and others affiliated with us. 

You can reach me, Franklin Loehde, at franklinloehde @ yahoo dot com
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2013 Regular Council Observers New Moon Full Moon Blackfoot
September 9 23 16 5 19 6-7
October 21* 28 23* 4 18 4-5
November 18* 25 18 3 17 1-2,29-30
December 9 - 16 2 17 27-28

2014
January 13 27 20 1,30 15 24-25
February 10 24 17 - 14 21-22
March 10 24 17 1,30 16 28-29
April 14 28 16 29 15 25-26
May 12 26 19 28 14 23-24
June 9 - 16 27 12 27-28
- summer -
September 8 22 15 24 8 26-27
October 20 27 15 23 8 24-25
November 10 24 17 22 6 21-22
December 8 - 15 21 6 19-20

http://www.campusmap.ualberta.ca/
http://www.campusmap.ualberta.ca/
http://www.campusmap.ualberta.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Boston-Pizza-Glenora/463747183652384
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Boston-Pizza-Glenora/463747183652384
http://www.telusworldofscienceedmonton.com/


Editor's Message: what are we looking for? by Michael Ward

By some quirk of fate, for the first time since I took over as
editor of Stardust, there is no content for this month. There were
no  submissions  from  non-regulars,  and  none  of the  regular
contributors were able to submit anything, with reasons varying
from  writer's  block  to  crippled  computers.  The  only  content,
apart  from the cover photo and the usual contact  and meeting
info, is what you are now reading.

So, now that I have a somewhat captive audience, and your
attention, I will take this opportunity to address a question I was
asked  and  answered  privately a  few  months  ago.  A  member
wondered what sort of content was suitable for  Stardust.  What
are we looking for?

Good question. Nobody has ever asked before. We just take
it for  granted that  everyone knows,  and before  I  received the
question,  I  had never considered it.  Ever  since  being asked, I
have imagined people have not written and submitted articles on
the assumption that what they have to say would not be suitable
or of interest to the readers of  Stardust.  For the record, I have
only once turned down an article, and that was on the grounds
that it had only the most tenuous  and superficial  connection to
astronomy. I no longer recall what it was about.

To  answer  the  question  what  are  we  looking  for with
something  like “Anything  to  do  with  astronomy”,  is  hardly
satisfactory, being altogether too vague  and general;  therefore,
here  are  some thoughts  on  what  you can  write  about.  By  all
means, let us know if you have others. Or just go ahead, write up
an article and submit it.  What's the worst that can happen?  We
will say “no thanks”, then you are free to submit it elsewhere  -
and who knows, maybe get paid for it.

Research Are you doing some particular research project?
Is there some special  sub-topic of astronomy that interests you?
Share your findings, methods, and discoveries. Let us know what
went right, what went wrong, what hardware and software you
use,  and  what  other  resources  you  found  helpful.  What  more
would you like to do in that area?  Do you wish some resource
existed that currently does not? Do you want or need help?

Observing What have you seen lately? Or long ago? Why
did  you  choose  that  target?  How  did  you  plan  observing
sessions?  Did  this  target  require  any  special  preparations  or
equipment? Where do you observe from and with what?

Telescopes,  Binoculars,  and  other  equipment What
hardware have you got? What are its good and bad points? What
would you like to use? Maybe you just bought a new scope, or
binoculars, or camera; why not write a review?

(e)Books Read  a  good  astronomy  book  lately?  Write  a
review. Let us know about it.  What was good or bad? Did the
author(s) cover the topic properly?

(e)Magazines Read a good astronomy magazine lately? Let

us know about it. Write a review. 

Web sites There  are  thousands  of web sites  with content
related to astronomy; no one person can possibly keep track of
them all. Let us know what your favourites are, and what content
they have.

Software  and  operating  systems There  is  a  ton  of
astronomy software available these days, for all kinds of things.
As with web sites, no one person can possibly try them all. What
have you got, what can it do, and what are its pros and cons? By
the way, did you know there are versions of Linux (an operating
system) that are made specifically for astronomy? Just search.

Movies/TV Seen  a  good  –  or,  sometimes  just  as
entertaining, bad – movie or TV program with some astronomy-
related content? Let us know what you thought of it.  What was
good  or  accurate?  What  did  they  mess  up?  Speaking  of  bad
astronomy, I hope all readers of Stardust  know of  Phil Plaitt's
bad astronomy site.

Lectures Did  you attend  a  lecture  or  maybe  see  one  on
YouTube?  Tell  us  about  it.  Who was  it,  and  what  were  they
talking about? 

Visits After you visit a planetarium, museum, observatory,
impact crater, or travel to see an eclipse, or anything like that, let
us know. What was it? Where?  Was it hard to get there?  What
was good or bad?

Photos Last  (OK,  second  last)  but  not  least,  photos  are
always welcome, and photos are a great addition to almost any
article.  Photos  by  themselves  can  be  the  main  subject  of  an
article as well, of course. They don't have to be multiple LRGB
exposures  made with expensive  hardware  and  edited  with the
latest version of PhotoShop. Inexpensive hardware and software
can yield good results too. The first astro photos I took were of
the  gibbous moon with a cheap instamatic film camera,  hand-
held behind the eyepiece. All things considered,  a few of them
were  remarkably  decent.  And  poor  photos  can  be  very
instructive, as in, if your image looks like this, the problem is X,
and here's  how to fix  it.  Or,  maybe you don't  know what  the
problem is, but someone who reads the article does.

Past issues of Stardust Finally, you can always consult past
issues of Stardust, or any astronomy magazine, to see what other
people have done. Just because something has been done before
doesn't mean you can't do it again. Your experience of an eclipse
is not going to be the same as anyone else's, and vice-versa.

Please,  please,  don't  refrain  from  writing  and  submitting
because  you think  you can't  write  well.  Don't  worry  about  it;
most people can't. That's why there are editors.

Don't be shy, and don't be too hard on yourself: chances are,
other people do want to know what you have to say.
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