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The David Dunlap Observatory, Toronto, interior.  The U of T facility was slated for permanent closure,
but has been rescued by the RASC. See story, page 4.
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RASC Edmonton Centre Contact Information

Mailing address RASC Edmonton Centre
c/o Telus World of Science
11212 – 142 St
Edmonton, AB, Canada, TM5 4A1

Centre Website http://www. edmontonrasc. com

Observing Deck 452-9100 ext 2249

Stardust Articles  for  Stardust  may be  submitted  by  email  to  editor  at  edmontonrasc  dot  com.  Submission
deadline is  the second Sunday before the monthly meeting.  Meeting dates are on the following page.
Submit in any standard document format (MSOffice,  OpenOffice,  LibreOffice,  AbiWord,  plain text).
Don't bother with fancy formatting, odd spacing, strange fonts, etc.; it will only be discarded. Graphics
(GIF, JPG, PNG, TIF) may be submitted as separate files, and clearly identified. Do not consider your
article successfully submitted unless you receive a confirmation email from the editor. 
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Upcoming Events, Meetings, and Deadlines

MEETINGS 2013 – soon to be updated – ed.

See also http://edmontonrasc.com/public/meetings.html

* moved because of statutory holiday

MEETING LOCATIONS 2013

Regular General Meetings are at 7:30pm 
in Telus World of Science, 11211 – 142 St
follow the signs from the main entrance

Council Meetings are TBA

Observers Meetings: location varies

 

Edmonton Area Astronomy Discussions: astro@mailman. srv. ualberta. ca
To subscribe, send a blank email to: astro-request@mailman. srv. ualberta. ca 
with the subject line: subscribe

The above mailing list is completely independent and is not associated with RASC Edmonton Centre in any way. 

SLOOH Survey for RASC members 

For those members that have used our Centre account or their own personal account to take pictures from the telescopes on the Canary
Islands and/or Chile when it was operating, I would like to hear from you so as to assess the potential and existing uses for our broader
memberships and others affiliated with us. 

You can reach me, Franklin Loehde, at franklinloehde @ yahoo dot com

FOR SALE: New Losmandy GM8 + Precision Worm Block + Polar Scope - $1500

Losmandy GM8 with OPW precision worm block (factory installed), polar scope, quick connect knobs, tripod, and digital drive. New,
never used, only set up in living room and plugged in to verify working order. Contact: Keith, kjackson@fast-mail.org, for more info 
and photos.

President's Report by Ross Sinclair

Welcome back! Hope everyone had a good June, July, and
August. I think summer is going to stick with us for a little while
yet  so I'm not saying it's over until it's over! While summer is
typically  a  slower  time  for  the  club  there  has  been  a  lot  of
activity in some form or another.

Firstly,  the 2013 General Assembly took place in Thunder
Bay. It was attended by five of our members - not as many as I
would like to see but not bad; let's try and get to ten in Victoria
next year  eh? Very nicely done by a hard working group and
very well done for their first kick at it. I had a great six days there
getting to see some friends I met last year and meeting many new
ones. The primary purpose of the GA this year was approve the
new Bylaw #1 which was done by the members at the AGM. As
a result of the new bylaw, the old National Council is gone and
the  new  (transitory)  Board  of  Directors  and  the  National
Advisory Council are now in place. The BOD and the NAC as
they have come to be known. If you want more information on
the  new bylaw,  check  out  the  national  website  or  click  here:
http://www.rasc.ca/system/files/private/By-Law_1.pdf.  More

information  of  happenings  at  the  GA  can  be  found  here:
http://www.rasc.ca/news/highlights-2013-rasc-general-assembly.
Perhaps the best part of the GA for myself was the tour of the
Slate Islands - about 35 GA attendees spent the day on a couple
boats  going  from  rock  to  rock  to  check  out  the  remnants  of
what's believed to be a meteor strike about 500M years ago. This
was a great day. I can't recommend this tour enough if you are in
the area. All in all a great event!

We got our latest reward for the effort over two days at the
casino in April. Just under $81,000 was received in late August.
This means we need to put on our thinking caps and come up
with  some  good  ideas  on  how  to  spend  this  money  in  an
effective, educational, entertaining, and lasting way. To that end,
I will ask Council to approve a casino budget amendment that
will  give  us  ready access  to  casino funds for  outreach  efforts
outside the city. In the past we've had many requests for outreach
however  there's  often  questions  of  late  nights  being  tough  to
drive back through, weather complicating the trip, fuel costs, and
food to name but a few. These are all items that can be handled
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within our current 'use of proceeds approval - in province travel'
approval. Basically, if you get a request for an event outside of
town, submit a brief outline of costs to Council for approval. If
the  event  time  line  runs  outside  of  a  council  meeting,  the
Executive will review the outline. In both cases, email both the
president  and  vice-president  with  the  outline;  we  will  advise
ASAP on approval.

The QEP project has had a little movement over the summer.
A list of items has been drawn up that  need to be covered to
relieve the Centre of any liabilities. This list was shown to the
City in a brief meeting in latter August. From this meeting, the
City has hopes that a budget submission can be made as part of
the 2015-2018 budget cycle. This submission will contain work
that roughly aligns with our list along with a few other items. We
are in the process of getting a letter of intent together and then a
business  case  to  include  with the  submission.  This  means  we
need to look at what funds the Centre is willing to put forward
and get  going on requests for funding from other sources.  So,
there is promise here; more to come as events transpire.

The annual BHDSP celebration took place at Elk Island this
year  and  what  a  day  and  night  it  was!  Our  keynote  speaker,
Wilfred Buck, had some great stories to tell that really caught the
audience's  imagination.  We  heard  about  how  different  native
groups  interpret  the  night  sky  via  Wilfred's  talk,  pictures,

singing, and drumming. After dark, he did a star walk with about
forty attendees, again relating stories via a laser pointer and the
drum to make it seem a little closer to the heart. I could hear his
drumming wafting from the beach across the lawn and it seemed
very haunting, almost like a dream. We had ten or so volunteer
astronomers out for the afternoon session with a variety of glass
and filters. I had upwards of fifty people come look through my
C8 though this was just a small portion of the crowd in the heat.
As it got darker more volunteers showed up pushing our numbers
close to 25 which was good at there were line ups at many scopes
throughout the evening, The crowd was estimated around 2 500
people. The skies were spectacular for this event; with the moon
absent the stars shone so bright and clear it  was quite easy to
show  people  this  is  what  you  are  missing  with  all  the  light
pollution in the city. I heard many oohs and aahs. With any luck,
we made an impression on a few and they will run with it back
home. A night to remember for sure!

Ok, that's all for now. I'm sure there are things missing but
they will come out in time over the next ten months. Remember,
if you have any questions, flag me down at a meeting, email, or
call me. As I write this on Wednesday night, it's after 2238h and
still 22 degrees out! Summer is not over yet.

Hope to see many of you at NPSP this weekend!

Dr. Arthur J. Dalton by Franklin Loehde

It is with regret I must announce the passing of one of the prime
movers of the Edmonton Centre during the Centre-building days
of the 1950s. Dr. Art Dalton died in New York City on June 17,
2013. Dr. Dalton was an active observer in the group of young
members at the time that set the Edmonton Centre on a course to
achieve great things in subsequent years, like the Queen Elizabeth
11  Planetarium  and  the  current  TELUS  World  of  Science  -
Edmonton.  A  strong  love  of  astronomy  and  science  was
accompanied  by  a  distinguished career  in  medical  research,
primarily  in  revealing  the  mystery  of  Alzheimer's  disease  and
other age-related conditions. We are better off for his passing our
way.

Astronomical Outreach in Action by Franklin Loehde

Our  license  from  the  Alberta  Gaming  Commission  to
conduct casinos is a result of our Society's aims and objectives of
promoting  astronomy and  related  sciences  across  Canada  and
indeed to the world, if possible. Basically it is the philosophy of
the  province  of  Alberta  and  the  Commission  that  if  revenues
come from the public it is our duty to re-direct these funds back
to  the  public  while  fulfilling  our  aims  and  objectives  thereby
making our society a better place for all. A worthy objective?

It is my intention, and with the help of others, from time to
time, to illustrate how our Centre and its casino volunteers have
fulfilled those objectives by encouraging our Centre members to
approve worthy projects funded by the casinos. This month, to
illustrate the effectiveness of the program, we will use the seed
money of $1000.00 forwarded to the Toronto Centre in Ontario
to help them save for astronomy the David Dunlap Observatory
with its 74 inch telescope, located just north of the central core of
Toronto.

The  University  of  Toronto,  faced  with  increasing  light
pollution  at  the  observatory  site  and  cutbacks  to  their

provincially-funded budget, made the fateful decision to shutter
the historic observatory.  The loss of this telescope was rightly
considered to be calamitous to Canadian astronomy.  For years
the U of T has provided Canada with stellar staff and much of the
early leadership of our own Society. The R.A.S.C. is a group of
amateur and professional astronomers, an excellent collaboration
that  is  the  envy  of  the  world  in  many  ways.  This  is  no
exaggeration:  Our  well-recognized  publications  like  the
Observer's Handbook and the Journal are found in observatories
around the world and we must give thanks to those early editors
from the Department of Astronomy at the University of Toronto.

To cut  to  the chase,  members  of  the  Toronto  Centre  and
many others across Canada came to the rescue to save the DDO,
as  it  is  effectively  known,  from  the  wrecking  ball.  First,  a
detailed  study  had  to  be  funded  and  made  to  consider  the
feasibility of acquiring the Observatory from the University of
Toronto  and  the  developer  who  purchased  the  property,  the
original  Dunlap  Trust  to  see  if  the  project  was  a  viable
undertaking  for  the  Toronto  Centre.  This  was  to  be  the
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undertaking of the Lord Commission.
This is  where  the Edmonton Centre came forward  with a

helping  hand  from  our  Casino  Fund  to  help  fund  the  Lord
Commission to develop the Concept Plan and Business Case for
the future use of the David Dunlap Observatory. The result? A
happy ending with the DDO now run by the Toronto Centre and

its  volunteers  bringing  a  broad  assortment  of  astronomical
programs to the general public. They have their own website at
http://www.theddo.ca which  shows  the  broad  range  of
astronomical public outreach the Toronto members are providing
the public. Our actions and that of the Toronto Centre are worthy
of being called a Canadian project for all.

Meeting old friends at the AGM by Franklin Loehde

The RASC can be rightly proud of the young Thunder Bay
Centre for  agreeing to  host  the annual  General  Assembly and
they did a superb job. Making the event even sweeter was the
opportunity to visit some long-time members of the Edmonton
Centre,  Bob and Kathy Breckinridge  who retired a number of
years back to the area where Bob grew up - Thunder Bay.

They  live  in  a  gorgeous  house  on  the  equally  gorgeous
shores of Lake Superior,  east  of Thunder Bay overlooking the
Sleeping  Giant  and  have  found  their  personal  paradise  with
nature  all  around  them.  Needless  to  say,  boating  of  every
description is a major activity of theirs, in cold clear water that
abounds with fish and numerous bears that might want to share
your catch!

Kathy's  superlative  singing voice  has not  really  retired as
while I was there visiting, she had to leave to accompany the
Richard  Eaton  Singers  of  Edmonton  on  their  singing  tour  of
Austria.

While in town, Bob was able to fill me in on the history of
this on-going frontier  town.  As a major hub of the Northwest
Company, Fort William served as the most important cog in its
fur trading empire that extended well beyond Edmonton in direct
competition with the older Hudson Bay Company. Thunder Bay
has re-created the huge Fort William of the 1830s and it stands
there as a testament to the reason why Canada is indeed a country
from sea to sea to sea - the fur trade! Most Canadians are not

aware that fashionable European top hats were made of beaver
pelts. From the major fur trading centre it then became a hub for
the  forestry  sector,  then  mining  of  the  Canadian  Precambrian
shield was, and still is, important to the economy. Following that,
the CPR hauled the cereal grains of the Prairies to the world, an
on-going frontier existence for Thunder Bay it seems, and in a
most beautiful setting.

The mining industry in particular attracted people from all
over  the  world,  but  especially  from Finland,  and  today  many
citizens can trace their ancestry to the Finns. Fortunately a legacy
still present is one of the best restaurants in town known for its
quality and abundant quantity as the Finns had great  appetites
after working the mines each day.  Since Doug and Joan Hube
had vehicle trouble on their way back from the Maritimes and
only arrived in town after the closing banquet, we made sure they
didn't  miss  the  great  breakfast  at  the  The  Hoito  Restaurant
serving now for nearly 100 years. Sophisticated dining it isn't but
the quality was first class.

All in all the Breckinridges are enjoying their retirement in
Thunder  Bay  and  wish  all  their  observing  buddies  back  in
Edmonton 'Clear Skies'.

The photograph here of Bob and Kathy suggests that Bob
has taken up radio astronomy, what with the suspicious looking
antenna-like protuberances coming out of his head, but no, it ain't
so - just a street light on the Lakehead University campus.
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