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RASC Edmonton Centre Contact Information

Mailing address RASC Edmonton Centre
c/o Telus World of Science
11212 – 142 St
Edmonton, AB, Canada, TM5 4A1

Centre Website http://www. edmontonrasc. com

Observing Deck 452-9100 ext 2249

Stardust Articles for Stardust may be submitted by email to mward at interbaun . com. Submission deadline is
the second Sunday before the monthly meeting. Meeting dates are on the following page. Submit in any
standard document format (MSOffice, OpenOffice, LibreOffice, AbiWord, plain text). TimesNewRoman
10pt single-spaced is preferred. Don't bother with fancy formatting, odd spacing, strange fonts, etc.; it will
only be  discarded.  Graphics  (GIF,  JPG,  PNG,  TIF)  may be  submitted  as  separate  files,  and  clearly
identified. Do not consider your article successfully submitted unless you receive a confirmation email
from the editor. 
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Upcoming Events, Meetings, and Deadlines

MEETINGS 2013

* moved because of statutory holiday

MEETING LOCATIONS 2013

Regular General Meetings are at 7:30pm 
in Telus World of Science, 11211 – 142 St
follow the signs from the main entrance

Council Meetings are TBA

Observers Meetings: location varies

 

Edmonton Area Astronomy Discussions: astro@mailman. srv. ualberta. ca
To subscribe, send a blank email to: astro-request@mailman. srv. ualberta. ca 
with the subject line: subscribe

The above mailing list is completely independent and is not associated with RASC Edmonton Centre in any way. 

IMPORTANT! READ THIS

STARDUST: CHANGES TO PUBLICATION AND DISTRIBUTION

• Stardust is going green, and paperless (almost). 
• It will be available as a PDF from the RASC Edmonton web site, http://www. edmontonrasc. com. 
• As each new issue becomes available, members will be emailed a link to it. 
• A limited number of paper copies will be available at meetings, first come, first served. 
• This change is going to be phased in between now and June, 2013. 
• You need to provide the RASC Membership Secretary (membership@edmontonrasc. com) with an email address, if

there isn't already one on record. 
• Be sure to notify the Membership Secretary if you change email addresses. 
• The last full paper print edition of Stardust will be June 2013. 

ADVANTAGES: The on-line version is:

• in colour;
• not limited to 10 pages;
• available from anywhere in the world with an internet 

connection. 
• money saving:

• no printing costs;
• no mailing costs;

• manpower saving:
• no proofs to check;
• no printed copies to pick up;
• no envelope stuffing & mailing;

IF YOU DO NOT OWN A COMPUTER, do not panic:

• Computer access can be had for FREE: join the 
Edmonton Public Library - normally $12/year, but 
right now it is free for their 100th anniversary. 

• All branch libraries have printers, and workstations that 
can read PDFs. 

• Library staff are happy to help. 
• Free email accounts are available from several 

providers, e. g. Google, Yahoo, HotMail, and others. 

Friendly advice: when you sign up for a free email account, do 
not use your real name & address etc. , make up something, 
they'll never know; otherwise, you could soon be drowning in 
paper junk mail, and telemarketers will have a field day. 

SLOOH Survey for RASC members 

For those members that have used our Centre account or their own personal account to take pictures from the telescopes on the Canary
Islands and/or Chile when it was operating, I would like to hear from you so as to assess the potential and existing uses for our broader
memberships and others affiliated with us. 

You can reach me, Franklin Loehde, at franklinloehde @ yahoo dot com
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President's Report by Ross Sinclair

Hello Everyone!
So we come to the end of the print version of Stardust this

month.  Moving  with  the  times  you  might  say  but  we  are
definitely a little behind in that respect and one other. "It's time to
step it up" as the saying goes.  As you've noticed, Stardust has
been  pretty  thin  lately.  I'm  asking  for  the  Centre  members  to
think  about  what  they  can  contribute  to  the  newsletter.  A
document like this is only as good as its parts but if there are no
parts then it doesn't make much sense to keep it going. There's
been considerable effort put into Stardust over the years and each
month our Editor takes the time to put it all together, but if he
doesn't get any content then there's not much point. So please do
what you can to make it happen.

On to other things.
Starting this month, when you receive the email indicating

the availability of  Stardust  on the web site  you'll  also get  the
draft  minutes  of the previous month's  meeting and the current
financial  state.  Please review these items prior to the meeting.
The call for corrections (if any) and acceptance of the minutes
will be made at the following meeting. The finance numbers are
simply for review. If you have any questions, please contact our
Treasurer or myself offline. This will allow us to get the meeting
going  with  the  good  stuff,  making  them  more  attractive  to
potential members, and hopefully a few more new members each
month!

A brief update on the QEP: the committee has compiled a
list  of  items  that  we  want  to  City  to  review  and  commit  to
resolving prior to us making a formal notice of interest  in the
building.  These  are  pretty  basic  things  such  as  the  asbestos
problems,  electrical,  mechanical,  accessibility,  and  structural.
They'll be presented to the City this summer and then we'll see
what they say. If these items aren't resolved it doesn't make much

sense for the Centre to take on the liability. More to follow as
things happen.

September  is  going  to  be  a  good  month!  We  have  three
events happening in the first nine days.

First  up  is  the Blackfoot  Dark  Sky Preserve  event  at  Elk
Island on September 1. The speaker is Wilfred Buck who does
astronomy from a First Nations point of view. He spoke at SSSP
a few years ago and has an excellent reputation. Alfred's primary
audience is children so this will be an excellent event to bring
some young ones to. It  is also the 100 year anniversary of the
National Park so it should be a great weekend. More information
can be found here: 

http://edmontonrasc.com/public/bhdsp.html

Second,  we  have  the  Northern  Prairie  Star  Party  from
September 3-8. Rick and Susan Bramm have three speakers lined
up for this event, namely our own Massimo Torri who will walk
through an astro-photography tutorial and Martin Connors who
will discuss observations from the Athabasca Observatory. Third
is  Paul  Hickson  from  UBC  who  will  be  speaking  about
Extremely  Large  Telescopes.  Paul  is  the  past  president  of
CASCA and is chair of the TMT science advisory committee.
More information can be found here:

http://edmontonrasc.com/public/nps.html

Third up, is  the return of the regular  monthly meeting on
September 9. Our speaker has not quite been confirmed yet but is
expected to be from the U of A. 

So, that is all for now! Enjoy the summer and hopefully we
get some great weather! Take care everybody and keep looking
up!

The Planets by Murray Paulson

If you had been watching, we had a good triple conjunction
in May with  Mercury,  Jupiter and  Venus.  Mercury is on its
way up to a June 12th Greatest Eastern Elongation (evening) and
will show a 8.3" fat crescent 24 degrees from the sun. It shines at
magnitude 0.6, so it will be tough in the twilit sky. On June 20
Mercury and Venus get together and the pair is 2 degrees apart,
22 degrees from the sun. At mag 1.6 Mercury will be a tough day
time target. Mercury falls back to the sun and on July 9, Mercury
is in Inferior conjunction, passing 4.5 degrees below the sun on
its way into the morning sky. It veritably leaps to its July 30th
Greatest  Western Elongation where it  shines  at  magnitude 0.2
and shows a 7.5" disc 19 degrees from the sun. Three and a half
weeks later, Aug 24, it is back in a superior conjunction with the
sun.

Yes,  Venus has come back into the evening sky struck off
by  a  great  triple  conjunction  last  month  and  a  Mercury
conjunction  this  month.  Venus  shines  at  Magnitude  -3.9  and
shows a 10.5" disc in the eyepiece.  It  will  slowly increase  its
elongation over the summer and will grow somewhat gibbous. In
early August during the star parties, it will have grown to a 13"
fat gibbous disc. 

Mars is finally in the morning sky, but at is pedestrian rate
of motion, it will be some time before it peeks out of the morning
twilight. At the beginning of June, it sits 13 degrees from the sun
and shines at magnitude 1.4. Jupiter joins Mars in the morning
sky on July 21 where the pair is only 47' apart. Nice photo op. By

the summer star parties, it will sit 29 degrees from the sun and
will show you a 1.6 magnitude, 3.9" disc in the eyepiece.

Jupiter closes in on the sun this month and is in conjunction
on the 19th. It will be visible in the dawn skies by mid July when
there will be a conjunction with Mars on the 21st of July.  The
pair will be only 47' apart on that morning and I would imagine
that Mars will only be visible in Binoculars since it will shine at
magnitude 1.5 compared to Jupiter's -1.9 beacon. The pair rise at
just after 3:30 am local time at about a 50 degree azimuth. In the
NE. Mars is situated directly above Jupiter.

Saturn is  our  most  observable  planet  and  what  a  show.
Shining at magnitude 0.4, the eye to the telescope reveals a 18.1"
disc  surrounded  by  those  wonderful  rings  tipped  up  at  17
degrees. The extent of the rings is 39" and there is a wealth of
detail in a large instrument. Saturn's southerly placement on the
ecliptic makes high resolution observation a bit more difficult,
but patience and persistence pay off. While you are at it, have a
look at Porrima, Gamma Virginis. It is a close double that shrank
down to .3" separation in 2005 and has now moved away from
the primary to 1.95 to 2.0". It will keep widening for the next 75
years before it starts to close again. Iapetus passes due north of
Saturn on the night of June 18th. Iapetus ranges far from Saturn,
but twice in its 80 day orbital period, it passes directly above or
below Saturn and this is a good time to catch it.

Uranus rises  in  the morning twilight  and is there  for  the
person who needs a challenge, but if you wait till the star parties
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it will be a much easier catch. Uranus rises at 2:16 am at mid
month and shines at magnitude 5.8. If you can find it, you will be
rewarded by the sight of a pale blue 3.5" disc.  Not much will
change over the summer except a slight brightening to magnitude
5.7 and the rise time which by mid August will be 10:20 pm.

In  mid  June,  Neptune rises  at  1:20  am  and  shines  at
magnitude 7.8. Its  opposition is 2 ½ months off on August  26
and  will  be  well  situated  for  the  summer  star  parties.  In  the
eyepiece it will show a 2.36" disc and will shine at 7.8. Not much
change  here,  except  the  9:20  pm rise  time.  Both  Uranus  and
Neptune  have  easily  observed  moons  in  larger  amateur

telescopes.  (10"  +)  Check  with  your  favourite  astronomical
software and make a chart to aid you in finding them.

Last on our summer list is Pluto which comes to opposition
on Canada day. At magnitude 14, it will not make it above the
fireworks, but for those who like chasing special targets down,
Pluto will join Palomar 8 on the nights from July 12 to 16. The
closest approach is on July 14 when it will sit only 3.9 minutes of
arc from the center of Pal 8. Palomar 8 is one of the brighter
Palomar globulars, so go out and see if you can catch Pluto as a
bonus. The moon will be a day short of first quarter, so it will
make the challenge slightly more difficult. Clear skies!

Editor's Message by Michael Ward

As  the  editor,  most  of  my  contribution  to  Stardust is
transparent  to readers, but this is a turning point, and, I  think,
worthy of comment.

There  will  be  no  more  paper,  printed  issues  of  Stardust.
Individuals may choose to print their own copy, of course, but
officially this newsletter only exists digitally after this issue. As
an IT professional, I see the  wisdom in this.  For both practical
and financial reasons it makes sense (see IMPORTANT! READ
THIS on page 3, above). 

As  a  bibliophile and  former  historian (IT  is  not  my first
career  choice),  it  also makes me sad, and  a little,  just  a little,
concerned.  You could  say  I'm  torn.  I  love  books  and  printed
matter, and I understand those who prefer the printed word. For
how long will these digital  versions be easily  accessible? Will
people still be reading PDFs in 2113? I believe NASA already
has data tapes that cannot be read any more.

I used to teach various aspects of computers, and one thing I

always pointed out to students was the precariousness of digital
files.  Storage  media  –  any  kind  –  are  easily  damaged  and
rendered useless. And, if you want to read that media, you need
a complicated machine and the electricity to run it.

If you want something to last, and I mean for centuries, and
be easily accessible, make yourself some ink of soot and tree sap,
and write with a stick on something like papyrus. Why? Because
as long as it is kept away from fire and water, we know that such
a document will last for two thousand years or more.

I hope we have made the right decision.
But I do not wish to leave you feeling depressed. Switching

to digital  is the logical choice. It  gives us the opportunity to try
some new things and frees us from the 10-page, black & white
prison.  Various  possibilities  have  been  discussed  about  what
future editions of  Stardust might  contain and what they might
look like. Stick around.

FOR SALE: Classic 8 inch Celestron

Great starter scope in excellent condition, complete with:

• Storage / carrying case (lockable & foam lined)
• Heavy-duty Meade Tripod
• Celestron Equatorial Wedge
• University Optics 6 x 100 finder scope
• 40mm eyepiece
• Star diagonals for scope & finder
• Wooden accessories case (foam lined)
• Neoprene Dew cap
• Lens caps for telescope & finder scope

ASKING $1500

CONTACT

Howard Gibbins

umajor at telus.net

780-469-8765 evenings

FOR SALE: Sky Shed Pod observatory, Meade LX55 + accessories

Including:

• observatory dome + annex
• equatorial mount
• barlow
• eyepieces
• cables
• controls
• filters

Contact Joanne 780-469-0739

More photos next page, and here:
http://clubweb.interbaun.com/~mward/sky_shed/
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