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The Moon, Jupiter, and Galilean satellites (look closely). Image by Murray Paulson.
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RASC Edmonton Centre Contact Information - for a complete list see http://www.edmontonrasc.com/public/councilcontacts.html

Telephone numbers should be preceded by 780 unless otherwise indicated.

Mailing address RASC Edmonton Centre
c/o Telus World of Science
11212 – 142 St
Edmonton, AB, Canada, TM5 4A1

Centre Website http://www.edmontonrasc.com

Observing Deck 452-9100 ext 2249

Stardust Articles for Stardust may be submitted by email to mward@interbaun.com. Submission deadline is the 
last  day  of  the  previous  month (e.g.  for  the  May issue  submit  by  30  Apr).  Submit  in  any  standard 
document format (MSOffice, OpenOffice, AbiWord, plain text). TimesNewRoman 10pt single-spaced is 
preferred. Don't bother with fancy formatting, odd spacing, strange fonts, etc.; it will only be discarded. 
Graphics (GIF or JPG please) may be submitted as separate files, and clearly identified. Do not consider  
your article successfully submitted unless you receive a confirmation email from the editor.

Edmonton Area Astronomy Discussions astro@mailman.srv.ualberta.ca

To subscribe, send a blank email to: astro-request@mailman.srv.ualberta.ca 

with the subject line: subscribe

The above mailing list is completely independent and is not associated with RASC Edmonton Centre in any way.
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Upcoming Events, Meetings, and Deadlines

MEETINGS 2013

* moved because of statutory holiday

MEETING LOCATIONS 2013

Regular General Meetings are at 7:30pm 
in Telus World of Science, 11211 – 142 St
follow the signs from the main entrance

Council Meetings are TBA

Observers Meetings: location varies

 

IMPORTANT! READ THIS

STARDUST: CHANGES TO PUBLICATION AND DISTRIBUTION

• Stardust is going green, and paperless (almost).
• It will be available as a PDF from the RASC Edmonton web site, http://www.edmontonrasc.com.
• As each new issue becomes available, members will be emailed a link to it.
• A limited number of paper copies will be available at meetings, first come, first served.
• This change is going to be phased in between now and June, 2013.
• You need to provide the RASC Membership Secretary (membership@edmontonrasc.com) with an email address,  if 

there isn't already one on record.
• Be sure to notify the Membership Secretary if you change email addresses.
• The last full paper print edition of Stardust will be June 2013.

ADVANTAGES: The on-line version is:

• in colour;
• not limited to 10 pages;
• available from anywhere in the world with an internet 

connection.
• money saving:

• no printing costs;
• no mailing costs;

• manpower saving:
• no proofs to check;
• no printed copies to pick up;
• no envelope stuffing & mailing;

IF YOU DO NOT OWN A COMPUTER, do not panic:

• Computer access can be had for as little as $1 per 
month: join the Edmonton Public Library ($12/year).

• All branch libraries have printers, and workstations that 
can read PDFs.

• Library staff are happy to help.
• Free email accounts are available from several 

providers, e.g. Google, Yahoo, HotMail, and others.

Friendly advice: when you sign up for a free email account, do 
not use your real name & address etc., make up something, 
they'll never know; otherwise, you could soon be drowning in 
paper junk mail, and telemarketers will have a field day.

SLOOH Survey for RASC members 

For those members that have used our Centre account or their own personal account to take pictures from the telescopes on the Canary 
Islands and/or Chile when it was operating, I would like to hear from you so as to assess the potential and existing uses for our broader 
memberships and others affiliated with us. 

You can reach me, Franklin Loehde, at franklinloehde @ yahoo dot com

The Planets by Murray Paulson

This month Mercury swings around the far side of the sun 
on its way into the evening sky. Superior conjunction occurs on 
January  18th  and  from  there  it  will  enter  the  evening  sky. 
Mercury's visibility is poor till next month around the time of its 
conjunction with Mars on February 8th. At this time the pair will 

pass only 15' apart  and Mars will shine at magnitude 1.1 with 
Mercury at magnitude -1. In the eyepiece Mars will show a 4.1" 
disc and Mercury will have a gibbous 5.85" disc. If you are good 
at daytime planets, you may be able to catch of both of them in 
the daylight hours.
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Venus sits  in  the  morning  sky  and  is  headed  toward  a 
conjunction with the sun, still a distant several months off. Venus 
shines at magnitude -3.9 and will show a 95% illuminated 10.5" 
disc in the eyepiece. and On Jan 10 a very thin crescent moon 
will sit 3° to the left of Venus in the pre dawn hour. It rises about  
1 hour before the sun. Venus sits 19 degrees from the sun at the 
beginning  of  the  month  and  will  sit  at  about  12  degrees 
elongation in the first  week of February.  Our morning beacon 
will be gone for another year as we lose visibility of Venus in the 
dawn glare. Still at magnitude -3.9, in the eyepiece Venus will 
show a 10.0" disc.

Mars is closing in on the sun and as mentioned earlier, will 
shine at magnitude 1.1 and show a 4.1" 98% illuminated disc. It 
is essentially lost to the evening twilight glare, and is still months 
away from conjunction with the sun.

Jupiter is the big show in the sky and what a show. At 45.8" 
and magnitude -2.6 it is a great view in the telescope. Jupiter's  
inclination to our orbit is 2.9° and this is apparent when you see 
Callisto pass 6" above or below the poles. The next set of such 
events visible from here is listed in the following table. Note, the 
close passage over the pole lasts about 2 hours so there is some 
latitude in these times before and after the event.

On Jan 21 at about 9:30 pm the moon will pass 45' below 
Jupiter in a repeat of the Christmas event. I shot that one with a 
560 mm lens and it framed Jupiter and the moon well. You could 
probably extend out to 1000 mm and get the group together. By 
the beginning of next month Jupiter will shrink to 41.7" will dim 
to magnitude -2.4.

Jovian satellite events:
2013-01-24 16:20 Callisto North of Jupiter
2013-02-02 02:26 Callisto South of Jupiter

Saturn is almost due south in the morning twilight, sitting at 
an altitude of  21 degrees.  It  shines at  magnitude  0.5 and will 
show you a 16.8" disc in the eyepiece. The rings are tilted up at  
19 degrees and are spectacular. We are still about 4 months from 
opposition but if you are an early riser, you can get a quick look 
in the early hours of the day. 

Uranus surprisingly  is  still  with  us  in  the  evening  sky 
shining at magnitude 5.8 in the south west just after dark. In the 
eyepiece  it  will  show a  blue  green  3.5"  disc  and  it  sets  after  
midnight so you have a while to catch it. 

Telescope for sale: Meade 8" LX10 Schmidt-Cassegrain, $1350

Includes:
• fork mount
• equatorial wedge with DC motor
• original box
• matching Meade tripod
• 8x50 finder scope
• 26mm Ploss
• l9.7mm Plossl
• 2x apochromatic barlow
• illuminated tel-rad
• O-III filter
• yellow filter
• green filter
• The Night Sky Observers' Guide (2 vols.)
• everything in mint condition.
• over $3000 invested, asking $1350

Larry Schultz
780 476 6068
lvgs @ telus dot net

EXPENDITURE PROPOSALS

Whitecourt astronomy event: Motion made by Luca Vanzella, seconded by Dave Cleary, that up to $2,000 from the casino fund be 
used to support a public outreach event in Whitecourt in 2013. This is pre-approved under the travel item within the AGLC use of 
proceeds. Motion carried.

Meteoritical Society Student Bursaries: Motion made by Luca Vanzella, seconded by Ross Sinclair, that up to $7,500 from the 
casino fund be used to award bursaries (travel, registration, and accommodation) for up to five undergraduate students from outside of 
the Edmonton area, registered in full-time Bachelor's degree programs at a recognized university in Canada, to attend the Annual 
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Meeting of the Meteoritical Society in Edmonton on July 29 to August 2, 2013. Subject to approval from AGLC. Motion carried. 

ISSET Symposium: Motion made by Dave Cleary, seconded by Chris Meerveld, that up to $12,000 be used from the casino fund to 
support the University of Alberta Institute for Space Science, Exploration, and Technology (ISSET) Space Exploration Symposium 
and Space Academy to be held in 2013 and 2014, subject to Gaming Commission approval, as follows: 

• Student bursaries for the Space Exploration Symposium (travel and accommodation) 
• Offset the cost of bringing in speakers for the Space Exploration Symposium (travel, accommodation, honorarium) 
• Student bursaries for the Space Academy (registration fees)

Subject to approval from AGLC. Motion carried. 

RASC Display Banners: Motion made by Dave Cleary, seconded by Luca Vanzella, that up to $500 be used from the casino fund be 
used to purchase one or more retractable banners for use at astronomy public outreach events. This is pre-approved under the resource 
material/supplies item within the AGLC use of proceeds. Motion carried. 

Portable Presentation system: Motion made by Geoff Robertson, seconded by Luca Vanzella, that up to $5,000 be used from the 
casino fund be used to purchase a portable presentation system for use at public astronomy outreach events. Subject to approval from 
AGLC. Motion carried. 

Skyscan project: Motion made by Luca Vanzella, seconded by Geoff Robertson, that up to $15,000 be used from the casino fund to 
support the Skyscan project. Subject to approval from AGLC. Motion carried.

Report on the Northern Prairie Star Party - September 2012 by Susan and Rick Bramm, co-ordinators

For a number of years  the Northern Prairie Star Party has 
been held at the Black Nugget Lake camp ground south east of 
Tofield.  This  year’s  event  officially  started  on  Tuesday, 
September 11 and ended Sunday, September 16 – with most of 
our group activities occurring on Saturday, September 15. 

This year’s event attracted 59 participants, some arriving as 
early as Thursday for clear sky viewing with the rest coming out 
Friday and Saturday. We had lots of “regulars” but also members 
from as  far  away as  Calgary  and  Saskatoon.  We even  had  a 
father and his son who came back after having come from the 
RV section of the camp ground last year! 

Our Saturday program was well attended; with eight hardy 
hikers taking part in the nature hike that began at noon. Several 
observers  set  up their solar viewing equipment after  lunch. At 
3:45  pm  Dr.  Brian  Martin,  Professor  of  Mathematics  and 
Physics, Department of Astronomy, King’s University College in 
Edmonton, gave a talk on the science amateur astronomers can 
do with their  telescopes and a CCD camera.  At 4:45  Warren 
Finlay, RASC member and Professor of Mechanical Engineering 
at  the  University  of  Alberta  presented  “Galaxies:  A  Brief 
Introduction” - the astronomy and astrophysics of galaxies. We 

concluded with our pot-luck BBQ held close to the cook shelter 
featuring hamburgers and hot dogs and many wonderful salads, 
hot dishes and desserts. Before dispersing to our viewing sites, 
we took a group photo (see below). It was a cool but clear night 
for observing – with tasty hot chocolate and lattes prepared by 
Justin Wondga in the cook shelter.

A big thank you goes out to our two presenters as well as 
several others who helped with getting the supplies together, set 
up  and  clean  up,  barbecuing,  prize  draws  and  t-shirt  sales, 
including: Cornelia Blunck, Warren Finlay, Geoff and Laurie 
Robertson,  Mike  Noble,  Doug  Hube,  Mike  Noble,  Chris 
Meerveld, Peter Hall and Kent Martens. 

The prizes were very well received and included binoculars, 
several  types  of  lenses,  gift  certificates,  children’s  prizes, 
calendars,  TeleVue Radian eyepiece  and a beginner  telescope. 
Thanks  to  All-Star  Telescope  from Didsbury and  Edmonton’s 
Science Shop for contributing the prizes. 

We also had another  distinctive  t-shirt,  designed  by  Rick 
Bramm, that commemorated this year’s annular solar eclipse on 
May 20 and the transit of Venus on June 5. 

Mark your calendars for the next Northern Prairie Star Party Sept 3 to 8, 2013. 

Brian Martin Warren Finlay
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Astronomers of all ages, two- and four-legged versions.

SLOOH image: NGC253, The Silver Coin Galaxy by Franklin Loehde

A fabulous object near South Galactic Pole. A complex galaxy with barely visible arms and strong bright  
nodules near the centre of galaxy, wherein resides a  large black hole. Taken from the Canary Islands at  
Terneriff.

CASINO VOLUNTEER FORMS – following pages

The money Edmonton RASC gets from Casinos is essential for our day-to-day operations as well as things like 
outreach projects. PLEASE HELP!

NOTE: These forms are also available from http://edmontonrasc.com, look for the big green dollar sign, or use the direct links:

http://edmontonrasc.com/public/download/RASCVolunteer2113.pdf
http://edmontonrasc.com/public/download/RASCCasinoGamingVoluntee006.pdf
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