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RASC Edmonton Centre Contact Information - for a complete list see http://www.edmontonrasc.com/councilcontacts.html

Telephone numbers should be preceded by 780 unless otherwise indicated.

Mailing address RASC Edmonton Centre
c/o Telus World of Science
11212 – 142 St
Edmonton, AB, Canada, TM5 4A1

Centre Website http://www.edmontonrasc.com

Observing Deck 452-9100 ext 2249

Stardust Articles for Stardust may be submitted by email to mward@interbaun.com. Submission deadline is the 
last  day  of  the  previous month  (e.g.  for  the  May issue  submit  by 30 Apr).  Submit  in  any  standard  
document format (MSOffice, OpenOffice, AbiWord, plain text). TimesNewRoman 10pt single-spaced is 
preferred. Don't bother with fancy formatting, odd spacing, strange fonts, etc.; it will only be discarded. 
Graphics (GIF or JPG please) may be submitted as separate files, and clearly identified.

Edmonton Area Astronomy Discussions astro@mailman.srv.ualberta.ca

To subscribe, send a blank email to: astro-request@mailman.srv.ualberta.ca 

with the subject line: subscribe

The above mailing list is completely independent and is not associated with RASC Edmonton Centre in any way.
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Council Positions

President Sherry Campbell

Past-president Krista Stefan

Vice-president Peter Hall

General Secretary Donna-Lee May

Treasurer Mark MacDonald

Co-Nat'l Council Rep Mike Noble

Co-Nat'l Council Rep Luca Vanzella

Public Education Director (PED)

Fundraising Coordinator Franklin Loehde

Councillor Chris Meerveld

Councillor

Councillor Sheldon Helbert

Councillor Harris Christian

Councillor

Internal Communications Officer Ross Sinclair

Obsers' Group Director

Membership Secretary Massimo Torri

New Member Advisor Murray Paulson

Appointed Officers

Editor Michael Ward

Web Site Coordinator Luca Vanzella

Library Coordinator Wally Anhorn

Equipment Coordinator Ross Sinclair



Upcoming Events, Meetings, Deadlines, Announcements

MEETINGS 2010 MEETING LOCATIONS 2010

Regular General Meetings are at 7:30pm in 
Telus World of Science, 11211 – 142 St.
follow the signs, from the main entrance

Council Meetings are at 7:15 pm, location to 
be announced.

Observers Meetings: location varies

LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS

The  TWOS Observatory needs volunteers. Our current hours are Friday, Saturday, and Sunday nights from 6:45 to 10 pm, and 
Saturday and  Sunday afternoons  from 12:45 to  4 pm. Extra  bodies  are  always  welcome,  but  are  especially  appreciated  for  the  
afternoon shifts (great  solar  observing opportunities!)  and Sunday nights (great  opportunity for  playing with  the toys).  You can 
volunteer as an RASC member, or you can volunteer formally as a TWOS volunteer, which does provide you with additional benefits. 

Contact: Cornelia 482-6775 cgblunck@telus.net
Frank 452-9100 ext. 2295 frankf@telusworldofscienceedmonton.com

STARDUST DISTRIBUTION

We need someone to help distribute this newsletter. Duties would include stuffing envelopes and putting labels on them. Don't be  
scared - bear in mind that the number of people who receive a printed and mailed copy is dropping steadily.

Contact: Sherry etagem@telus.net OR edm.president@edmontonrasc.com

MONEY MOTIONS

Motion #1  Telescopes for Telescope Contests

Moved that $1470 from the Casino Fund be used to purchase one or more telescopes, to be used as prizes in contests for young  
astronomers at public astronomy events, subject to Gaming Commission approval.

Motion #2  ISSET Space Exploration Symposium and Space Academy

Moved that $12,000 from the Casino Fund be used to support the University of Alberta Institute for Space Science, Exploration, and  
Technology (ISSET) Space Exploration Symposium and Space Academy to be held in 2011 and 2012, subject to Gaming Commission 
approval, as follows:

• Student bursaries for the Space Exploration Symposium (travel and accommodation)
• Offset the cost of bringing in speakers for the Space Exploration Symposium (travel, accommodation, honorarium)
• Student bursaries for the Space Academy (registration fees)

Motion #3  U of A CCIS Solar System Display

Moved that $5000 from the Casino Fund be used to provide a solar system display for the Western Atrium of the Centennial Centre 
for Interdisciplinary Science at the University of Alberta, subject to Gaming Commission approval.

Motion #4  U of A CCIS Solar Telescope and White Light Filter

Moved that  $5000 from the  Casino Fund be used  to  provide  a solar  telescope and white light  filter  for  the  observatory  in  the 
Centennial Centre for Interdisciplinary Science at the University of Alberta, subject to Gaming Commission approval.

Motion #5  Safety & Directional Equipment for use at Public Events

Moved that $3500 (including GST) from the Casino Fund be used to purchase a complete set of safety, directional, information and 
identification  products  to  be used  under  the  supervision  of  RASC Volunteers  at  public  events,  subject  to  Gaming Commission  
approval.

Money Motions are also at

http://edmontonrasc.com/public/Membersarea/maindex.html

Contact the web site coordinator for login credentials.
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General Council Observers NewMoon FullMoon Blackfoot
Sep 13 27 20 8 23 3-4
Oct 18 25 20 7 22 8-9
Nov 8 22 17 6 21 5-6
Dec 13 20 5 21 3-4



President's Report by Sherry Campbell

Finally  some  clear  weather  for  a  chance  to  get  out  and 
observe. With these mild temperatures (compared to last year), I 
hope everyone has taken advantage of the weather before it turns. 
The weather office is predicting a La Nina year, so there could be 
plenty of snow coming our way.

This month the Nominating Committee will be filling in the 
slate of nominations for the coming year. We still require many 
positions  to  be  filled,  including  President  and  Treasurer.  The 
slate of nominations will be published in next month’s issue for 
voting on at the January Annual General Meeting. Someone from 
the Nominating Committee  may be calling  you asking you to 
serve  on  Council.  Please  consider  donating  your  time to  help 
make our club the best it can be.

In this issue are expenditures  that  were  passed at  the last 
Council  meeting.  I  will  be  asking  the  owners  of  these 
expenditures  to  make a  presentation  at  the  December  General 
Meeting where we will also be voting on the expenditures. Due 
to the number of expenditures this round and the time it will take 
to fairly present all expenditures, the December meeting will also 
be a member’s night. If  anyone has a presentation they would 
like to share with the club, please contact me. 

At  the  January  Annual  General  Meeting,  we will  also  be 

presenting the annual awards.  The categories  for  these awards 
are: President’s Award for Service to the Centre, Observer of the 
Year Award, Angus Smith Award for Excellence in Telescope 
Making  and  Design,  Bryce  Heartwell  Memorial  Award  for 
Excellence  in  Astroimaging,  George  Moores  Award  for 
Excellence in Public Education and the Franklin Loehde Award 
for Project of the Year.  If anyone has a candidate in mind for 
these awards, please contact me.

The Telus World Of Science – Edmonton will be working a 
Casino on December 17 and 18, 2010. If you would like to help 
them out with their Casino by volunteering your time, please see 
Franklin Loehde or  Frank Florian for  the  application  form.  A 
form is also available on the website front page. The TWOSE has 
helped  us  out  at  our  Casino’s  and  it  would  be  very  much 
appreciated if you would be able to return the favour. 

If you have any events that are coming up that you want the 
Club to know about, either contact Luca Vanzella or myself and 
we will make sure a post is put up on both Twitter and Facebook. 
Links to both social networking forums are on the front page of 
our website.

Till next month, clear skies!

The Planets by Murray Paulson

Mercury was in superior conjunction with the sun in mid 
October, and is making an uncharacteristically slow return to an 
eastern  elongation.  This  will  occur  on  December  1st  with 
Mercury at 21.5 degrees elongation with the sun. Once again, the 
evening ecliptic is very shallow, and Mercury compounds it by 
sitting just over 2 degrees below the ecliptic. Mercury will be a 
very hard find with the sun just 6 degrees lower in the sky and 7 
degrees south of where the sun sets. It will display a Diameter of 
7"and shines  at  magnitude -0.4.  This  will  take binoculars  and 
some persistence.

November  follows  close  on  the  heels  of  the  late  October 
conjunction between Venus and the sun. Venus is really moving 
now, and will be easily visible in the dawn skies in the first week 
of November. It shines at magnitude -4.3 and will show you a 
58"  slim  crescent  in  binoculars  or  a  telescope.  It  is  roughly 
1/30th the diameter of the moon! Venus brightens over the month 
and reaches magnitude -4.6 by the 3rd week of the month where 
it falls below 50" in size. By the first week of December, Venus 
will now sit 41 degrees from the sun and shines at  magnitude 
-4.6. It now has become a fat 39" crescent.

Mars is low in the twilight glare, only 22 degrees from the 
sun, and shines at magnitude 1.4. We won't see it again until next 
summer due to the conditions of the spring ecliptic.

Jupiter sits below the circlet of Pisces shining at magnitude 
-2.7 and dominates the south sky after dark. At the beginning of 
the month, it displays a 46" disc in the eyepiece. Over the month, 

Jupiter will noticeably shrink, and by the beginning of December 
it will shine at magnitude -2.5 and subtend 42.1". There has been 
a lot  of  activity  in  the North equatorial  belt,  dark  barges  and 
white  spots.  There  also  are  some  dark  barges  in  the  North 
temperate belt that have been long lived. The South Equatorial 
belt has yet to come back and the equatorial zone is interesting. 
The small Red spot is long lived as well, and precedes the Great  
Red Spot. The gap between it and the GRS is widening and the 
little red spot sits on the margin of the south polar hood. There is 
lots to see on Jupiter and it's well worth the effort.

Saturn rises  4  hours  before  the  sun  and  sits  just  east  of 
gamma Virginis. It shines at magnitude 0.8 and it disc is 16" in 
diameter for those of you who are up late or are early risers. The 
morning ecliptic is nearly vertical, so it rises quickly and will sit 
well off the horizon in the South East morning sky. Compare its 
colour to Spica nearby. Spica is a B type star, and is very white.

Uranus is well placed for observing and will reveal itself to 
anyone with binoculars and the interest in finding it. It shines at 
magnitude 5.7 and will show a 3.6" blue green disc in a high 
power eyepiece. Jupiter lies just over 3 degrees west of it.

Neptune is still an easy hunt just east of Capricorn, and it 
sets 7 hours after the sun. Lots of time to find it. At the beginning 
of the month, it sits only 12 minutes of arc above 5th magnitude 
mu Capricorn. It  shines at magnitude 7.8 and in a high power 
eyepiece will show you its 2.2" bluish disc.
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CASINO VOLUNTEER BOOKING FORM

Your Volunteer Coordinator Franklin Loehde

Home Telephone 477-8881  Cell  994-4411   Email  fcloehde@telusplane.net

ORGANIZATION: Edmonton Space & Sciences Foundatation-Telus World of Science, Edmonton

CASINO DATES: Friday, December 17 & Friday, December 18, 2010- Casino Yellowhead

VOLUNTEER NAME:

VOLUNTEER ADDRESS:

VOLUNTEER CONTACT INFORMATION & NUMBERS: DAY: EVENING

E-MAIL: FAX: CELL:

Please indicate  the preference for position and date of time to work in the casino:

SHIFT PREFERENCE:  POSITION PREFERENCE 
Please indicate when you are available to work Indicate your preference or past experience

DATE Fri, Dec,17 Sat, Dec. 18
DAY OF THE WEEK

first day second day Preference

 

Chip Runner (carry chips to games)

VOLUNTEER ORGANIZATION SECTION

Use the section below for notes and a record of your confirmation of the volunteer's shift

NOTES

Volunteer Needs A Ride: Yes  /  No

Courtesy of your Casino Advisor:  Donald Patterson  

Phone 469-4155, FAX 465-0402, e-Mail: donald.patterson@telusplanet.net

200602

Casino Coordinator:  Use this form to recruit your volunteers, build a volunteer data base, 
assign your volunteers to a casino shift and confirm your volunteers.  Fill in your name and 

contact information before sending this form to your volunteers.

VOLUNTEERS:  FILL OUT THIS FORM AND SEND IT TO YOUR CASINO COORDINATOR BELOW.

Volunteer Coordinator 
Contact Information

POSTAL 
CODE:

Past 
Experience

10:30 am to 7:00 pm 
General Managers & Bankers 

only

General Manager (admin, helping banker, 
cashiers) (same as Alternate General Manager)

6:15 pm to 2:30 am 
General Managers & Bankers 

only (later on Day 2)

Banker (helping cashiers, chip filling, 
computer, Gen Mgr provides breaks)

11:15 am to 7:15 pm 
Cashiers and Chip Runners

Cashier (Cashes out the players' chips, makes 
change, does not sell chips.  Always supervised and 

monitored.)

6:30 pm to 2:15 am 
Cashiers and Chip Runners

9:30 pm to 2:30 am  
Count Room 
Supervisor

Count Room Supervisor (admin, 
computer)

9:30 pm to 2:30 am  
Count Room workers

Count Room Workers (sort money, 
run money counters, computer)

DATE VOLUNTEER 
NOTIFIED OF SHIFT(S)

FINAL 
CONFIRMATION  & 
Photo ID Reminder

This information and software is protected by the copyright laws of Canada and is for the exclusive use of the charity casino licensees to which it is 
distributed.  It may not be reproduced for use by other parties in whole or in part without the written permission of Donald Patterson. 
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