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Cassiopeia, Andromeda and Pegasus are easily recognizable autumn constellations.
Image courtesy of KStars, free planetarium software (http://edu.kde.org/kstars/).
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RASC Edmonton Centre Contact Information - for a complete list see http://www.edmontonrasc.com/councilcontacts.html

Telephone numbers should be preceded by 780 unless otherwise indicated.

Mailing address RASC Edmonton Centre
c/o Telus World of Science
11212 – 142 St
Edmonton, AB, Canada, TM5 4A1

Centre Website http://www.edmontonrasc.com

Observing Deck 452-9100 ext 2249

Stardust Articles for Stardust may be submitted by email to mward@interbaun.com. Submission deadline is the last day 
of  the previous month (e.g.  for  the May issue submit  by 30 Apr).  Submit  in  any standard  document  format 
(MSOffice,  OpenOffice,  AbiWord, plain text).  TimesNewRoman 10pt single-spaced is preferred. Don't bother 
with fancy formatting, odd spacing, strange fonts, etc.; it will only be discarded. Graphics (GIF or JPG please) 
may be submitted as separate files, and clearly identified.

Edmonton Area Astronomy Discussions

astro@mailman.srv.ualberta.ca

To subscribe send a blank email to: astro-request@mailman.srv.ualberta.ca 
with the subject line: subscribe

The above mailing list is completely independent and is not associated with RASC Edmonton Centre in any way.
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Council Positions

President Sherry Campbell

Past-president Krista Stefan

Vice-president Peter Hall

General Secretary Donna-Lee May

Treasurer Mark MacDonald

Co-Nat'l Council Rep Mike Noble

Co-Nat'l Council Rep Luca Vanzella

Public Education Director (PED)

Fundraising Coordinator Franklin Loehde

Councillor Chris Meerveld

Councillor

Councillor Sheldon Helbert

Councillor Harris Christian

Councillor

Internal Communications Officer Ross Sinclair

Obsers' Group Director

Membership Secretary Massimo Torri

New Member Advisor Murray Paulson

Appointed Officers

Editor Michael Ward

Web Site Coordinator Ross Sinclair

Library Coordinator Wally Anhorn

Equipment Coordinator Ross Sinclair



Upcoming Events, Meetings, Deadlines, Announcements

MEETINGS 2010 MEETING LOCATIONS 2010

Regular General Meetings are at 7:30pm in 
Telus World of Science, 11211 – 142 St.
follow the signs, from the main entrance

Council Meetings are at 7:15 pm, location to 
be announced.

Observers Meetings: location varies

WE'RE IN THE MONEY! USE IT OR LOSE IT!

We have money to spend! The revenue we made from the last Casino needs to be spent. Presently we have about $80,000 to spend 
between now and August 2011. If you have any ideas on how to spend the money, submit an expenditure proposal to Council.

CALL FOR ARCHIVAL MATERIAL

Do you have documents or photographs relating to RASC Edmonton Centre's activities, history, personalities, events, or anything? 
Donate them to the archives! Contact Roxy Garstad at garstadr at macewan.ca or see the web site for contact information.

LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS

Like spending time outdoors, meeting people, sharing your knowledge, love, and appreciation of astronomy? Want an opportunity to  
look to the heavens with a variety of scopes?

The  TWOS Observatory needs volunteers. Our current hours are Friday, Saturday, and Sunday nights from 6:45 to 10 pm, and 
Saturday  and Sunday afternoons  from 12:45 to  4 pm. Extra  bodies  are  always  welcome,  but  are  especially  appreciated  for  the  
afternoon shifts  (great  solar  observing opportunities!)  and Sunday nights  (great  opportunity for  playing with  the toys).  You can 
volunteer as an RASC member, or you can volunteer formally as a TWOS volunteer, which does provide you with additional benefits. 

Contact: Cornelia 482-6775 cgblunck@telus.net
Frank 452-9100 ext. 2295 frankf@telusworldofscienceedmonton.com

IN MEMORIAM

The Loss of a Fine Edmonton Centre Member

On June 19th the Centre  lost  a  long-time Life  Member  in  Yni 
Ebbers. A lady of endearing qualities, she served the Centre for 
years  in  various  capacities  including  as  General  Secretary  in 
1971-1973 then again from 1982-1986.

We have been blessed with warm devoted people who took their 
own vast love of astronomy and wanted to share it with a greater 
public and Yni was one of them. Yni leaves her husband Bert and 
a  broad  close  family  to  remember  her  the  fine  qualities  we 
appreciated so much. Thank you Yni for sharing your love of the 
night skies.

Franklin Loehde
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General Council Observers NewMoon FullMoon Blackfoot
Sep 13 27 20 8 23 3-4
Oct 18 25 20 7 22 8-9
Nov 8 22 17 6 21 5-6
Dec 13 20 5 21 3-4



Institute for Space Science, Exploration, and Technology (ISSET) Symposium

Friday Sept. 17 16:00, CCIS Lecture Theatres, University of Alberta
11:00, ETLC Solarium, 9107 - 116 St University of Alberta “Science, Nonscience and Nonsense: From Aliens
“Cosmology as Science? From Inflation to Eternity” to Creationism to the Health of Democracy”

Saturday Sept. 18
16:00, Margaret Zeidler Theatre, TELUS World of Science -
Edmonton, 11211 - 142 Street: “The Physics of Star Trek”

President's Report by Sherry Campbell

Welcome  back!  I  hope  you  all  had  a  good  summer  and 
where  able to  take in  at  least  one of  the star  parties  over the 
summer. Even though some of them where rained out, attending 
a  star  party  is  more  than  viewing  the  night  sky.  It  is  the 
camaraderie  of  getting  together  with  fellow astronomers  from 
around Canada and the United States  and seeing all  the latest 
scopes and gadgets out there. The only star party I was able to 
attend this year was the Northern Prairie Star Party and at the 
time of  this writing, that  has  not happened yet,  so I  hope the 
weather is good.

Tonight  we  voted  on  expenditure  proposals  and  the  next 
round is already starting. The deadline for submissions for the 
fall  round  is  the  October  General  Meeting  on  October  18th. 
Remember,  due  to  Thanksgiving,  our  October  meeting  is  the 
third Monday of the month, instead of the second Monday.

The end of the year is fast approaching and we need to fill 
positions on Council. This year, just about everything is up for 
grabs,  including  PRESIDENT,  VICE-PRESIDENT and 
TREASURER. That’s right, if we don’t find several someone’s 
to fill these positions soon, well I don’t know what will happen. 
There is no contingency in the by-laws if no one comes forward 
for these positions. Please, please, if you or anyone you know 
wants to take on these positions, contact me.

There  was  some  updated  information  presented  at  this 
summer’s  General  Assembly,  mostly  changes  to  the  National 
Societies Act that  will necessitate  changes to the National by-
laws. As such, our by-laws committee decided to wait until these 

changes  have  been  formalized  before  we  tackle  the  changes 
required to our by-laws. I know so many of you were looking 
forward  to  delving  into  by-law  changes  again!  Sorry  to 
disappoint you!

At the General  Assembly this summer, a fee increase was 
voted on and approved by National. Fees are now set at $70 for 
regular membership. Youth membership fees remain unchanged. 
As  well,  National  is  implementing  a  member’s  welcome 
package.  For  those  of  you  with  e-mail  addresses  on  file,  the 
package will be sent to you electronically. For those without e-
mail,  the  package  will  be  sent  through  the  mail.  Your 
membership cards will be included in the package.

I would like to say thank you to everyone that volunteered 
for public events and at the Observatory over the summer. We all 
have hectic lives and I thank you for taking the time out to help 
out our club. A big thank you to Sherrilyn Jahrig and her team of 
volunteers for putting on another fine show at Elk Island. The 
event was enjoyed by all that attended.

It looks like the rest of the meetings for this year will be 
member’s nights. If anyone has a presentation they would like to 
share with the club, please contact me. Your presentation can be 
about a new scope you received or built over the summer, any 
new gadget (camera, eyepiece) that you bought for your setup, or 
even  some  new  astronomy  software  you  found.  For  all  the 
astrophotographers out there, if you want to share the images you 
captured over the summer, we would love to see them.
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Prof. Lawrence M. Krauss is Foundation Professor in the School of Earth and Space Exploration and the Physics Dept, Co-
Director of the Cosmology Initiative, and Inaugural Director of the Origins Initiative at Arizona State University. He will be 
speaking three times as part of the ISSET Symposium this month. All lectures are free.



The Planets by Murray Paulson

Back from an eventful summer, eclipses and star parties. Did 
you get  to  see  Mercury at  the star  parties? I caught  it  at  the 
MKSP and it rewarded me with a 8.3” fat crescent. I tried to see 
details  on it,  but  no luck this time.  This month Mercury is in 
inferior conjunction with the sun on the 3rd, and from there it will 
swing  out  with  great  speed  to  the  September  19th Greatest 
Western Elongation. It will sit  18 degrees from the sun, rising 
almost 2 hours before sunrise. On the 19th, Mercury will shine at 
magnitude -0.3 and will show a 7.2” half disc in the eyepiece. 
This is a fairly good morning apparition, so if you are an early 
riser and have a good eastern horizon, give it a try. Regulus will 
be 8 degrees above and slightly south of it. After the morning 
apparition, Mercury will move back toward the sun at  a more 
pedestrian rate to arrive in superior conjunction in mid October.

The  fall  ecliptic  is  unkind  to  us,  hiding  any  planets  that 
linger too near the sun. The ecliptic runs at a slight angle to the 
evening horizon, and the planet  Venus compounds it  by lying 
below the ecliptic! I think the only way you may catch Venus in 
the twilight is to check right at sunset and hunt about 45 degrees 
south  of  it  and  just  above  the  horizon.  Binoculars  will  help. 
Venus will shine at magnitude -4.5 and it will only be 3 or so 
degrees  above  the  horizon.  Good  luck.  If  viewing  it  in  the 
daytime, it should be an easy hunt at such a distance from the 
sun. In the eyepiece you will see a 33” fat crescent early in the 
month, and by the first week of October, it will swell to a 51” 
thin crescent still maintaining that -4.5 brilliance. Do find it in 
the daytime, it always is a beauty when it is a thin crescent.

This month, Mars lurks in the evening twilight as well, but 
at magnitude 1.5 it will not be easy to find in the bright twilight. 
If you could find it, you would be rewarded with the tiniest Mars 

you will have ever seen. In the first weeks of September,  it is 
4.3” and by early October,  it  will shrink marginally to 4.1”. it 
still lies a ways from the sun, but that wicked fall ecliptic has got 
it and will not easily relinquish it for viewing.

The big thing for this month is the opposition of Jupiter. It 
happens  on  the  21st of  September  and  Jupiter  will  shine  at 
magnitude -2.9 and show a 49.86” disc. The last time Jupiter was 
larger than this was in 1951 when it was 49.93” in diameter. By 
incredible  coincidence  we  also  have  Uranus coming  to 
opposition on the exact same day. You will be able to see both of 
these  gas  giants  in  the  same  eyepiece  field  around  this  time. 
Uranus will lie just around 1 degree above Jupiter over the week 
on  either  side  of  opposition.  The  closest  approach  is  on 
September 18th when the two will be only 49’ apart. Uranus will 
shine at magnitude 5.7 and will show you a blue green 3.7” disk 
in the eyepiece. Compare it to Jupiter’s moons. Ganymede will 
show a 1.7” disc at opposition. We are also back in the season of 
moon events.  I saw some nice Galilean shadow transits at the 
summer star party. One was a nice dual shadow event.

This month  Saturn comes to conjunction with the Sun on 
September 30th, so we will have to wait till later in the year when 
it will make it back into the morning sky. 

One  last  word  on  moons;  Uranus and  Neptune have 
satellites  that  are  easily found in a moderate  to large  amateur 
telescope. Neptune’s moon Triton shines at magnitude 13.4 and 
is an easy find in a 10” or larger  scope. Uranus has 3 moons 
within the reach of amateur scopes, from magnitude 13.9, 14.1 
and  14.3.  Use  your  favourite  astro  software  to  generate  an 
ephemeris for the nights you wish to go out, and see if you can 
chase them down. 
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