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E 
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As summer draws near and the warm weather comes, we tend to lose our dark skies. The deep sky 
observers put away their equipment for a couple of months, and the solar observers start cranking out their 
work. In spite of the perpetual twilight, the hard working volunteers at the Observatory continue to show 
off the celestial sights, both day and night. 

Unfortunately, Chris Robart has been transferred to Ottawa. I would like to take this time to thank Chris 
for the excellent job he did as Public Education Co-ordinator. Chris ran a smooth Observatory and a 
fantastic Astronomy Days. Thank you Chris! 

However, we are still desperately in need of a Public Education Co-ordinator. If anyone in the Club would 
Uke to volunteer their services for this position, please let myself, Bruce McCurdy or Richard Vanderberg 
know. 

In addition, this is the last issue that Harris Christian is putting out for Stardust. Harris has worked long 
and hard as Editor for Stardust and has put out some great issues. My heartfelt thanks go out to Harris 
Christian and his wife Karen, for the excellent work they have produced. I must also thank Sherry MacLeod 
for stepping into Harris' shoes. 
/----------------------------------~ 

(On the lighter side, ShirLee A.damson is having the annual' 
: Summer Solstice Debauchery Party on .June 19, 1999. These: 
I are always lots of fun, and everyone is invited. It is a bring- I 

: your-own-food-and-drink affair, with bar-b-ques readily: 
: available. : 
I I 
I I 
I I 
\ ) , / ""'---------------------------------------

Finally, I would like to wish a happy and safe summer to all the members, as you travel to your star parties 
or on vacations. - Paul Campbell 
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THE ARCTIC SKY by John MacDonald is 
an aesthetically pleasing, well laid out book that could 
appeal to a wide selection of readers. At a retail listing 
of $29.95, would you want to buy it? Perhaps the 
following comments might help you decide that point 
but for now, why not borrow it from the library as I 
did, and see for yourself? This 1998 publication was 
compiled between 1986 to 1997, largely based upon 
interviews from the Igloolik Oral History Project with 
the contributions of the Igloolik Elders. While the 
book is published by the Royal Ontario Museum and 
the Nunavut Research Institute, it's noteworthy that 
project funding was provided by the former Science 
Institute of the Northwest Territories, the Nunavut 
Research Institute, the Government of the Northwest 
Territories, Indian and Northern Affairs Canada, and 
the Muttart Foundation of Edmonton, Alberta. 

The research behind the book appears 
formidable in that 180 written works form the 
bibliography. There are sources as varied as J. G. 
Frazer whose 1922 book The GoLden Bough, is 
considered to be a classic study of the institutions and 
beliefs of mankind, and the progress through religion 
and magic to scientific thought. His work has a 
singular place in anthropology. Another source was 
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Joseph Campbell, an author and one of the foremost I 
interpreters of myth in our time. He was a prolific 
writer and scholar of cultural and spiritual aspects. 
One can also find references to the accounts of the 
Arctic explorers Roald Amundson and Robert Peary. 
There is even a segment referring to the Swiss-German 
psychoanalyst Carl Jung, and his doctrines of the 
unconsciousness and free association. For those 
beginning astronomers, concerned that an of ten
perceived-as-arcane discipline like astronomy might 
prove tedious reading , rest easy. The author 
effortlessly glides throughout a plethora of celestial 
topics without providing more than the reader needs 
to know, to understand a phenomena or particular 
myth being discussed. 

Primarily, the author is concerned with 
presenting authentic representations of the oral 
celestial myths and linking them among the Inuit 
people, their cultural ways and the environment, and 
ultimately to the European constellations. I only 
noticed about four astronomical definitions in total, 
and all were necessary in order to understand various 
concepts and phenomena. An apparent omission was 
the defintiton of magnitude. This would have been 
most useful in a book that quotes stellar magnitude. 
The balance between mythology and celestial topics 
seems to be a reasonable one. The first seven chapters 
blend aspects of Inuit mythology with astronomical 
and environmental topics including the Moon, planets, 
constellations, snowdrifts and wind, to name a few. 
In addition, there are three chapters solely containing 
myths. And now for something completely different: 
how about two chapters not written in English? Try 
an authentic translation on for size. Chapter eleven 
is entitled "Inuktitut Transcriptions". Along that topic, 
it's impossible to ignore the constant use of Inuit 
terminology throughout the text. Clearly, the linguistic 
and conceptual source of the mythology and belief 
systems, link to their European counterparts through 
the act of the oral traditions being translated. While 
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reading though, I found myself unconsciously skipping 
over many of the Inuit words. 

The author describes himself as a person 
who has a practical interest in celestial navigation, 
coupled with residency in the eastern Canadian Arctic 
community of Igloolik. This led to his journalistic 
approach of translating conversations with Inuit Elders 
into links with the familiar European constellations. 
The author held actual outdoor sessions with the 
contributors, who collectively identified the stars and 
constellations. This process was successful as I was 
certainly left with an enhanced appreciation of 

astronomical objects, the Arctic environment, and the 
Inuit people. Also, I found that myths were enjoyable 
vehicles in which to convey meanings and explanations 
between cultures. Information was gathered on maps 
and in legends, songs, narratives, beliefs, and with 
terminology associated with the various topics being 
discussed. The overall dialogue with the Elders 
provided names for the stars and constellations, 
described the use of stars in navigation, the telling of 
time, and weather prediction. Some of the 
astronomical entities included meteors, the aurora 
borealis, parhelia and rainbows. 

Within the discussion process with the Elders, 
the author sadly noted that traditional celestial and 
atmospheric knowledge has been reduced from only 
a few generations ago. Many of the Elders said that 
their astronomical knowledge was meagre, compared 
to that of their parents and grandparents. Generally, 
Elders who had been former leaders or associated with 
former leaders, were better informed. One must 
consider that certain aspects of astronomical 
knowledge were specialized, such as information 
relating to camp moves, hunting excursions and 
trading journeys. The author further stated that it 
seems that the present generation of Elders are the 
final, traditional knowledge repository. With progress, 
the necessity for traditional skills has eroded. There 
are many fewer dog team journeys with camping stops. 
The author says "By contrast, the swift, foraging 
snowmobile trips made by Inuit hunters of the present 
are the very antithesis of dog team travel and leave 
little time, opportunity, or inclinationfor stargazing. 
Moreo ver, such trips are almost invariably made by 
the hunters themselves, other family members joining 
them only in the spring when the perpetual sunlight 
completely masks the stars." In contrast to modern 
times, some Elders recall their fathers or mothers 
pointing out the stars and objects in the sky. Another 
bane to traditional stargazing is "light pollution", that 
all -ob curing glare of community streetlights, 
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especially when that glare is reflected upwards off 
the snow-covered ground. This book examines 
celestial objects via the use of myth and Inuit 
traditional experiences, then progresses on toward 
chapters of inclusive mythology and legends. The 
author first examines the sky, universe, stars, 
constellations, planets, Sun, Moon, eclipses, 
atmosphere, navigation and time, before those chapters 
dedicated to pure mythology. Here's a very brief 
sampling: 

Stars 
Traditional views of stars included the belief that they 
were small rips in the celestial fabric of the night sky, 
or perhaps even the eyes of spirits looking down. As 
the stars twinkled, they gave the appearance of eyes 
winking. Stars were used for the calculation of both 
daily and seasonal time. They were extensively 
utilized in navigation for staying on course in the 
absence of landmarks. For daily time telling, many 
Elders recalled the example of the sighting of the Inuit 
constellation Aagjuuk, or the stars Altair, Tarazed and 
Alshain. These three stars form part of the European 
constellation Aquila the Eagle. As children, some 
Elders recalled being sent outdoors and if Aagjuuk 
was visible, then it was time to rouse their households 
and begin their day's tasks. For navigation, the use 
of the star Polaris or Nuutuittuq, as a stationary 
tracking reference point, was common. Nuutuittuq 
forms part of the constellation Ursa Minor. 

Sun and Moon 
The author makes a significant point with the 
following quote: "To claim that the Sun and the Moon 
held more importance for Inuit than for others might 
be overstating the case if we did not consider that, 
alone among the Earth's peoples who depend entirely 
on hunting for survival, some Inuit groups either lose 
or nearly lose the Sun for lengthy periods of time 
each year. During these periods the Moon substitutes 
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for the absent Sun, its pale light sufficiently 
intensified by the snow-clad landscape to permit 
many outdoor activities including, most importantly, 
hunting." During the dark, winter months, the Moon 
becomes circumpolar or appears to orbit a central 
point in the night sky, and is therefore always visible. 
One could consider it in the same fashion as the 
Midnight Sun of summer. 

Wind 
How does one find the way when there are no visible 
stars? How about snowdrifts formed by the Uangnaq 
or prevailing west-northwest wind? The lee sides of 
snowdrifts take an elevated, tongue-shaped form at 
their west-northwest extremity, which roughly equates 
to 2960 on the European compass. How reliable and 
serious a reference methodology is this? There is a 
reference to snowdrift morphology in Stefansson's 
Arctic Manual, first prepared for the U. S. Army in 
1944. 



Mythology and Symbolism 
As reported by Edward Nelson in 1899, there is a 
strong symbolism associated with an eclipse of the 
Moon. Among the residents ofthe lower Yukon, it is 
said to foretell an epidemic. During the actual eclipse 
event, a subtle essence or unclean influence is said to 
descend to the Earth. Women are able to thwart this 
nefarious essence by inverting all pots, dishes and 
buckets so that the openings face the ground, thus 
negating all opportunities for catching the descending 
influence. The belief is that sickness could be caught 
in any upright utensils. An associated belief is that 
the severity of such an illness will be proportionate to 
the duration of the eclipse event. Upon that premise, 
a total lunar eclipse would be considered substantially 
more serious than a partial lunar eclipse event. 

So, in a final summation I leave you, the 
readers, with these comments. The book was an 
overall, enjoyable read. It seems to be the type of 
book that one can read, put down and return to, 
without a concern for the continuity of the reading 
process. The written pace seemed a bit uneven with 
an exceptional amount of reference, and Inuit 
terminology that could be potentially ignored or not 
appreciated because of the reader's probable lack of 
facility with that language. The compilation of 
footnotes at the end of the book was cumbersome and 
therefore, potentially not useful for some readers. On 
the "plus" side, this book is welJ researched, a graphic 
success, and can appeal to many readers upon different 
levels. It is difficult to not find something to learn or 
enjoy if you take the time to read this book. 

- Harris Christian 

(The original version of this review appeared in 
the April 1999 issue of the Indian and Northern 
Affairs Canada publication, RADAR. - ed.) 

mmmmmmmm 
mmm mmm 
L 

The Workshop Committee is currently looking for a 
venue for an astronomy workshop to be held next year. 
St. John's School, the perfect site of our previous 
workshop, is available only in summer or at fu ll Moon 
in 2000. We are considering a couple of possibilities 
but, if anyone were aware of a facility that might be 
suitable, we would like to hear about it. 

We need a site that can provide sleeping 
accommodation for around 50 people, either has a 
kitchen we can use or can provide meals, has meeting 
facilities - preferably one large area for presentations 
to the entire group and some smaller ones for seminar 
sessions - a field or something suitable for ob erving, 
and exclusive use of the facility so we can control 
lighting. And did I mention preferably within a 
reasonab le distance from Edmonton? And 
inexpensive? 

If this sounds vaguely familiar, please let us know. 

Sharon Tansey 458-9345 mtansey@connect.ab.ca 
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a final eoitorial. .. 
The Power of Three 

Much like our President Paul Campbell, I often 
wonder why I'm sometimes compelled to think about 
many of the things that I do. Those members who 
know me, no doubt wonder about this as well. Perhaps 
it's a good time for some reflection about this editorial 
adventure, here in the winter of the editorial segue. 
And by golly since we're cleverly here already, I 
cannot escape the relevance of the number three in 
my life. As I look about a dark site, equatorial tripods 
have three legs and Dobsonian mounts have three 
supports under their rocker boxes. This is my third 
year as Editor in a house that I've lived in for three 
years. I now own three telescopes and three electric 
bass guitars. There are now three cats in residence 
here. In addition,just so everyone doesn't think that 
I'm again rambling on about likely random incidents, 
the third cat arrived on Halloween night, out of the 
dark. He ran acros the lawn and jumped into the 
rocker box of my Dobsonian. Like some of the other 
Club member , I annually set up on my front lawn on 
October 31 51 for the benefit of kids, parents, thrill
seekers, and errant kittens. Since my scopes are all 
Newtonian reflectors, the third cat now bears the name 
Newton. And he does look like a Newton. 

My friends , I'm certainly glad that you ' re all here 
with me in these final moments when everything's 
growing dim . . .It ' s been a literary roller coaster 
excursion for the last three years with you, my captive 
pUblic. Those captive shackles are now officially 
"history". In the next Club year beginning in 
September '99, you'll soon be availed of and basking 
in, the benevolence of the multi -talented Sherry 
MacLeod, your new Stardust Editor. Plea e be 
kind . . . with your monthly deadline ... 
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And of course, the inevitable Thank You 's. Sorry, we 
just can ' t escape 'em, folks . THANKS Big Time to 
Karen Christian for her frequent, more-than-equal 
work contributions to this newsletter over the last three 
years. She has certainly plaster-casted a fragile ego 
(who shall remain nameless ... ), and maybe even on ~ 

more than one occasion. And I'm certain that I've 
shown to her what it would be like to have an 
additional child in the family on perhaps the same 
frequency of occasions ... Gentle Readers , a very 
sincere merci to y ' all for your quiet acceptance of the 
efforts of this amateur editor. If you had only been 
there about three years ago to witness the last changing 
of the guard when Randy said " ... No #@ ** ! This is 
the computer!!" . . . " No worries, I've grown .. . And 
to Terry Nonay, the un-May tag repairman of the 
Stardust computer - there would have been no 
newsletter for some months or an even more shaky 
issue during a particular month, without your selfless 
and immeasurable contributions of time on the 
telephone, e-mail, and in person. If only they 
knew . . . and now they do . . . Cheers, Buddy! 

The level of contribution for Stardust articles has been 
outstanding. Those Stardust authors have been simply 
amazing. The regular contributors have been the 
backbone of the newsletter while the new authors have 
continued to delight our reading audience with their 
sudden appearances, much I ike great comets. I happily 
report that "new" is becoming a frequent condition of 
this newsletter, as I watch the approach of the new 
Editor. With Sherry, I cannot think of a better 
individual to handle the safekeeping of the collective, 
literary melange. 

So to wrap this thing up, I state that I've now 
completed three, scary-at-first, most-supportive-by 
Council (especially Bruce), years as Editor. Don't 
miss your opportunity to volunteer for this great Club. 

It's been a hoot, 

- Harris J 



Right around this time of year, though it 's just warming 
up on terra firma, about 80 kIn up in Earth 's atmosphere, 
there's a lengthy cold snap going on! Try -l30C - the 
coldest it gets anywhere on this planet, down or up. The 
temperature conditions are right enough to permit the 
formation of Earth's highest clouds, noctilucent clouds, 
or NLC. On nights when it is just cold enough, and there 
is just enough water vapour to nucleate upon fine meteor 
dust sifting down from space, these cirrus-like clouds form 
over the subarctic latitudes. 

Don ' t expect to see them in broad daylight. In fact , NLC 
are so tenuous, they can only be seen in twilight, when 
the below-horizon Sun is sti ll illuminating them long after 
troposheric clouds have disappeared into Earth's shadow. 
So look for them in June and July during twilight, from 
about 11 :30 p.m. to about 3:30 p.m. Outside of these 
months, it's actually too warm in the meso phere for NLC 
to form. Go figger. 

Something neat that may happen in the next few NLC 
seasons is the possible interplay between the Northern 
Lights, which are becoming more freq uent as we approach 
solar maximum, and NLC. When the two appear together 
in the same part of the sky, it's a neat sight. Sometimes, 

AND YOU THINK 
THAT THE 

SUMMERS ARE 
COOL DOWN HERE! 

the two phenomena even overlap - with the aurora 
seemingly passing in front of the NLC, when in reality, 
they are behind the NLC as aurorae occur a little higher 
up in the atmosphere. 

The NLC CAN AM noctilucent cloud survei llance 
network is based right here in Edmonton. As co
ordinator, I welcome reports of any sightings. For an 
info package, drop me a line at nic@planeLcon.net. 
Cloudy Mesospheric Skies to you all! 

- Mark Zalcik 
(Photo by author - Namao, Alberta, July 7, 1988) 
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MUD-SNOW-DUNG DODGE 99 
The Perils of Early Season Meteorite Hunting 

At theJanuary meeting when I invited fellow members 
on a meteorite hunt on Easter weekend at Fork Lake 
near St. Paul, one could almost feel the combined energy 
of all of the furrowed brows, including my own, bouncing 
around the Star Theatre. What? You expect all this 
snow to actually be gone by then? Who would be nuts 
enough to look for meteorites at the tail end of winter? 
A small group of us did indeed gather at Fork Lake on 
Easter Saturday, April3rd. This was the latest instalment 
of follow up searching for the meteorites, which were 
thought to have fallen in the area, early in the morning 
of September 1, 1980. The Fork Lake fireball fell at a 
shallow angle, only 12 degrees from the horizontal, 
coming in from the NW. The MORP (Meteorite 
Observation and Recovery Project) camera network 
photographed it, and so its orbit is known with good 
precision . With a predicted mass of II kg, it is one of 
the better MORP candidates (the only MORP meteorite 
ever found was Innisfree in 1977). Now only to find the 
thing. 

There were four of us: Don Fougere of Cold Lake (Don 
is actually an Ottawa Centre RASC member), his 
daughter Skye, Sid "Kamakaze" Klushin, and me. Don 
is actively trying to get an education campaign started 
across the Prairies to extract meteorites from farmers 
and their fields. Expect to hear more about him in the 
future - he is really gung ho about space rocks. We 
spent about six hours scouting around the northern slopes 
of the Beaver River, just south of Fork Lake. Yes, there 
was snow around, but only in small patches. There was 
just as much mud, and certainly a good share, considering 
we were searching in pastures, of cow pies, which we 
once again, after considerable discussion, decided not 
to search under. A lot of the surface glacial rocks of 
about the same size as the meteorite were sitting nicely 
on top of the ground, which was encouraging. This 
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meteorite probably would not have penetrated the soil 
too much, considering the angle it came in at, and in like 
fashion may be sitting on top of the ground. We hope. 

The problem with searching the south-facing slopes of 
the valley (the north slopes being too wooded and snowy) 
was that if this meteorite came barrelling down from 
the Northwest, it would graze the ground and maybe 
just roll to the bottom of the valley. Keeping these 
physics in mind, we took several cantaloupe- haped 
glacial erratics, and, in Fred Flintstone fashion, roll~d 
them down the hills to see where they'd stop (once agam, 
a meteorite hunt degenerates into these kinds of stunts). 

No meteorites were found. This time. There is still lots 
of good ground to be covered, for sure. Don, being only 
an hour away from Ground Zero as he lives in Cold 
Lake, is in a good spot to make a regular outing. From 
Edmonton, Fork Lake is a good two-hour drive, though. 
Still, I welcome any discussion on when a subsequent 
trip out to Fork Lake could be held! 

- Mark Zalcik 

The RASC Edmonton Centre extends 
congratulations and Clear Skies to Club member 
George Maher and spouse Afton Blades, and also 
Club member Cathy MacKinnon and spouse lrv 

McDougald on the occasion of their recent, 
respective marriages. In keeping with the decorum 
of political correctness, and within the soon-to-be

departed power of presently-being-the-Editor, 
I sincerely say to both couples: 

"Elen sila lumenn' omentielvo". 

Simply translated this means, 
"a star shines on the hour of our meeting." 

It's written in elvish and is from 
The Lord Of The Rings, by J.R.R.Tolkien. 

Enjoy your futures together. - ed. 



6, Southgate Centre 
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Russell D. Sampson receives the George Moores Award 
for Excellence in Public Education in recognition of 
his many years of community service in astronomy 
education. In addition to reaching thousands of CBC 
Radio One listeners with his monthly features, Russ also 
communicates his love and understanding of astronomy 
and related sciences through a variety of courses, talks 
and articles. Russ was the keynote speaker at the 1998 
George Moores Astronomy Workshop, an event he co
founded with George in 1989. 
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Roger Fell receives the Angus Smith Award for 
Excellence in Telescope Building and Design. Fittingly, 
Roger has been recognized for his efforts in refurbishing 
the Angus Smith telescope, which he purchased from the 
Club after it had fallen into disuse. The scope has been 
given a new home in an observatory of Roger's own design 
and construction, the Starbam at his home in Vegreville, 
where Roger continues to pursue an advanced observing 
program. 

Photos by Kevin McCurdy 
and Frank Florian. 



Terry Nonay is recognized with the 1998 President's 
Award for Service to the Centre. In addition to his 
three years of outstanding service as General Secretary, 
Terry has been extremely generous with his time and his 
advanced computer knowledge in assisting the Club with 
various hardware upgrades and in resolving the inevitable 
problems. In particular, Terry has spent many hours 
behind the scenes assisting with the operation of the 
Stardust computer. 

Bruce McCurdy is honoured with the Observer of the 
Year Award from outgoing Observers' Group Chair Larry 
Wood. Bruce has been recognized for his ongoing solar 
and lunar observing projects, as well as his observations 
and reports of dynamic events such as flares, occultations, 
meteors, and noctilucent clouds. Larry also cited Bruce's 
independent predictions of two partial eclj pses of Callisto 
by Jupiter in 1998 whjch sparked an international effort 
to observe these events. 

Ben Gendre receives the Astrophotographer of the Year 
Award for hjs ongoing astrophotography program. In 
1998, the Edmonton Centre enjoyed several slide shows 
of Ben's superb work, which he develops in his basement 
dark room. Ben has also provided several of hjs prints 
for public viewing at the Science Centre, both in the RASC 
display and the Observatory photo gallery. Ben deservedly 
joins Bryce Heartwell and Murray Paulson as the only 
two-time winners of this award. 
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The observing pace has finally picked up in the 
past couple of months. Sorry about not having a report 
published in the May issue. My work took me out of 
town and I was not able to complete the report on time. 
With the warmer conditions and the skies co-operating, 
observers have enjoyed a fairly good session at the 
eyepieces. 

On Wednesday, April 14, Mike Hoskinson 
reported very good transparency, with the seeing not as 
good. Mars had no surface features and did not stay 
particularly discoid at 200x. He spent most of the night 
observing galaxies. Larry also reported a good night, 
although the sky was fairly bright according to him. 
Comet C/1998 MS Linear was estimated at 11.3 
magnitude, using a couple of nearby stars as comparison. 
Palomar 14 was suspected, but conditions were not good 
enough for a positive ID. Nova Cass 1993 is still faintly 
visible at about 14.8 mag. Pluto was high in the south 
at 3:30 a.m. and was easily located between a pair of 
brighter stars. Mars never got steady enough to see any 
fine details at all. Steve Bergens was looking at QSO 
OJ 287 and said it was faint in his 10" F/S. He tried for 
Leo I but only registered a maybe, as the sky was too 
bright. 

Friday the 16th of April, turned out to be filled 
with clouds and aurora. The sky never cleared and the 
many that attended, departed without any observing. I 
set up and looked at Mars. Overall, it appeared fairly 
good and many details were visible with a light blue 
filter. After midnight the sky settled and Bruce managed 
to capture a great view of Mars in his 8". 
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Saturday on the other hand, shaped up to be an 
excellent night based on the weather predictions. Many 
observers, including the previous night's crowd, gathered 
at Blackfoot to observe. The sky did not disappoint 
anyone. The aurora attempted a display, but soon 
disappeared under the watchful and worried eyes of avid 
observers. Many observers were in attendance; Barry 
Arnold and Bob Drew were chasing deep sky objects. 
Sherry MacLeod and Paul Campbell were searching for 
galaxies. New comers were looking for Messiers. The 
Jahrigs dazzled new visitors with views of objects found 
with the Club scope. During quiet periods, they searched 
for Messiers and NGC galaxies. Harris Christian found 
his poncet failing when power was removed, long night 
hey! 

I spent time observing galaxies and globular 
clusters listed in the Herschel 400. Mars was low but 
still displayed some details during moments of good 
seeing. I was pleasantly surprised to see the majority of 
observers still at it past 2:00 a.m. I finally made my 
way home around 3:30 a.m., with only one person left 
packing. So many people were out observing that it is 
difficult to include everyone in this report. April 
historically gives us a good observing window. This 
year, it provided everyone with a good opportunity to 
explore the galaxy-filled, spring constellations under 
warm conditions. 

May, so far, is a disappointing month. Observing 
is down due to clouds, rain and even snow showers. I 
have been away for the past week. I tried to view the 
sky but the results were limited. The sky was clear on a 
few occasions; clouds or aurora quickly changed the view 



and pushed me to my bed. Mars has provided a little 
observing for some but all in all, it has not been great. 
Some attempted to view the Moon and Regulus 
occultation. The sky only permitted a limited window 
to see the event. As you can see, I don't have much for 
the month of May. Remember that summer is the time 
for star parties. Coming up are the Saskachewan Star 
Party, the Alberta Star Party and as always, the Mount 
Kobau Star Party. Hope to see you at one of them. 

- Denis Boucher 

AND speaking of Star Parties, here's a subtle photo of 
the star of many parties, our very own Franklin 
Loehde. Franklin was observed in Japan and China 
very recently, with this particular photo taken during 
a fishing trip on the Li River in southern China. 

Now usually, I'm not one to hom in (yeah, right ... ), 
but considering that I AM from the Maritimes, I cannot 
help but feel culturally stricken at the extreme manner 
in which Franklin seems to be fishing in this photo! 
Franklin! Why do you have the fishing buoy on your 
head (!) AND the bait on BOTH ends of the rod, 
WHILE you are trying to cast the line into the river?!! 
Gadzooks, man! I may have to seek therapy after 
witnessing such a seeming travesty of the sacred casting 
technique... - ed. 

(PS Franklin, those seagulls look VERY different, 
by the way ... ) 

r-----------------~ 
£.~w'"1 ..... a_;;:::;;a..; • .......... 

BUSHNELL Deep Space Series 
60MM Refractor; coated objecti ve, 
brand new, still in original box 
& never used won in contest; 
complete with 3 eyepieces, Barlow, 
slow motion controls, diagonal and 
finderscope ; valued at $350. but only 
asking $200. Please contact Ron 
Eddicott at (ce ll) 916-4193. 

A 3 to 4 person, STURDY tent with an aluminum 
frame. Asking only $50. Just in time for the Star 
Party season! Please contact Larry Wood at 488 -
8082. 

Meetina: Dates For 1999 
July nJa 
August nJa 
September 13 
October 18 
November 8 
December 13 

Observina: Weekends For 1999 

July nJa 
August nJa 
September 10-11 
October 8-9 
November 5-6 
December 3-4 

~-----------------~ 
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Featuring Celestron and Meade products. 
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Drop by and see our selection :>f books, posters, slides, 
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