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Next Deadline for OCT. Articles: 

SEPTEMBER 18, 1998 OR BEFORE 
(due to the Oct. 5th meeting) 

THANK YOU. 

Address for Stardust: Articles may be 
submitted prior to the deadline by E-mail 
to: stardust@worldgate.com Or by mail I 
in person to: Harris (or Karen) Christian, 
1498 Knottwood Road North, Edmonton, 

Alberta T6K 2K1. 
Our phone number is (403)461-4933. 



(~ ____ pn_~_~m_·~_nt_~_A4 __ ~_~~ __ ~ ____ ~) 
A warm "welcome back" to all Edmonton Centre members after our annual summer break, and a 

friendly "hello" to all new members and visitors. 

Speaking for myself, it was a summer hiatus from the RASC, but certainly not from astronomy. For the 
past three months my day job - and my night job - has been sharing the Sun, Moon, planets and stars with the 
general public at the ESSC's Observatory. In and around this, I found plenty of time to do some observing of 
my own (more on this in a future Stardust.) 

I took a few days off to attend, with my family, the Saskatchewan Summer Star Party during July 23-26. 
This was a generally successful event with some 270 attendees, including over a dozen from the Edmonton 
Centre, and three consecutive nights of clear skies. Personal highlights included a session of binocular 
observing with my son Kevin ; seeing the expression of delight on Father Lucian Kemble's face when he 
received a group gift of the wonderful new Millennium Star Atlas; a rare night of observing with the academics 
(Doug and Joan Hube, Franklin Loehde, Martin Connors) ; observing four passes of Mir, including two northern 
ones, in one night; getting a personal crash course in variable star observing at the feet of the master, Rick 
Huziak; and reading David Prud'homme's shirt. 

(Edmonton Centre's Honourable Member Father Lucian Kemble, shown receiving the coveted 
Millennium Star Atlas at the Saskatchewan Summer Star Party. Photo by David Prud'homme.) 
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The low point of the summer unfortunately occurred during the time I was away at SSSP: namely, the 
cowardly assault on Larry (You Should Have Seen The Other Guy) Wood by three punks at the Observatory 
one night. Fortunately, Mike Hoskinson and George Maher were near at hand to help Larry out and ultimately 
assist in the arrest of one of the thugs. Larry survived the encounter with a lovely "double" shiner and a 
couple of stitches, but with his grin still intact. I was most encouraged by the show of solidarity that followed 
from our volunteers and other concerned individuals. Our measured response has been to treat the incident 
for what it was - the only violent moment in the 15-year history of the Observatory. We are determined to not 
overreact to an isolated incident, but are discussing the situation with the ESSC to maximize the safety of the 
volunteers, guests and equipment. 

A welcome addition to the Observatory this year has been the addition of the astrophoto gallery, which 
displays the work of several of our talented members. Public response to this exhibit has been very favourable. 

Recent events have included the Perseid Meteor Watch, which was sorely hampered by cloud and 
smoke; the Mount Kobau Star Party, which was attended by about 10 Edmonton Centre members; and public 
star nights at Wabamun Lake and Wetaskiwin. By all accounts the latter were highly successful; thanks to all 
those who contributed. 

What's ahead this fall? Next up is the Alberta Star Party on September 16-20. Hope many of you can 
make it down to Eccles Ranch for the weekend at least. It's always a good time. 

We also have the George Moores Astronomy Workshop scheduled for the weekend of October 16-18. 
Plan now to make this weekend retreat, and reserve your spot early. Not only will this allow you to get the 
discount price - at $60 for two days and nights including meals, accommodation, and workshop sessions, it's 
a great deal - but it will also assist Paul Campbell's hard-working Workshop Committee in its planning and 
preparation. Look for more details elsewhere in Stardust. 

Unfortunately, such special events as star parties, workshops and public star nights, together with 
regular observing weekends, have taken a bit of a toll . We have recently encountered difficulty at times in 
rounding up a full complement of volunteers at the Observatory. Our Public Education Chair, Norma Chambers, 
has put in many shifts above and beyond the call of normal duty. Not to begrudge the regulars their dark 
skies, but now's the time for others to step forward and volunteer. Even if it can be only one weekend a month, 
let us know and we'll slot you in. We particularly require people who don't feel the inexorable pull of Blackfoot, 
to pitch in during our observing weekends. Don't forget that next month's general meeting has been pushed 
ahead a week to Monday, October 5, due to Thanksgiving. Another member'S night is scheduled, with an 
emphasis on observing projects. Anybody who wishes to contribute a talk or demonstration, please contact 
me at 455-3236 asap. I hope to have a major speaker lined up for the November meeting. We'll be discussing 
this and other issues at the next Council meeting, scheduled for Monday, September 21 at 7 p.m. in the 
ESSC. 

Next observing weekend is September 25-26. Remember, you don't need a telescope to comel Just 
bring warm clothes, binoculars if you have them, and try to observe "headlight etiquette". Clear skies!! 

- Bruce McCurdy 
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eoitoriaL. 
II Rebel" Revisited 

Welcome to a new year with the Royal 
Astronomical Society of Canada, Edmonton Centre, 
and the beginning of a new year of the newsletter 
Stardust, now in its 44th year of publicationl I sincerely 
hope that that the summer season has been an 
enjoyable time, and perhaps one in which you've 
experienced some great observing opportunities. Our 
President Bruce McCurdy offers a view of summer 
observing activities in his article on page 8. There 
are also other references to summer star parties and 
summer observing experiences to be found 
throughout other locations within this newsletter. 
Please explore and enjoy this publication. 

My friends, I offer you my recent astronomical 
musings as described by the the James Dean-styled 
title. One rainy June evening this summer, I found 
myself watching the classic film "Rebel Wit~ou~ A 
Cause" starring of course, James Dean. While like 
many other folks, I had seen this offering q-u-I-t-e 
a few years back, I now watched in rapt fascination 
as the steamy (for the times .. . ), seedy plot enfolded, 
largely centered about the premises of the Griffith 
Observatory in Los Angeles, California (photo abov~). 
I noted the dress code of that period that melded Its 
way from prim, crisp dresses for the women, to leather 
jackets and the inevitable dungarees (now called 
"jeans" in profitable, modern times ... ) for the teens 
and wannabe young toughs, including Mr. Dean. 

As the plot enfolded, there was a scene in 
which a lecturer at the planetarium was speaking to 
a school class of pupils who consisted of "average 
students" (whatever that means) , semi thugs in 

dungarees, and of course, nerds (before-that
terminology-was-inventedl). By gosh, the interaction 
in the film showed that someone was actually pleased 
and interested in being there, and in listening to what 
was being said. Apparently, cosmology wasn't 
entirely interpreted as the application of facial make~p 
to teens in that era .. . ( Could our very own Franklin 
Loehde have crept in and perhaps been an "extra" in 
this film, we wonder? ... ) So, tip toeing onward ... we 
viewed a single, state of the art, 50's astronomical 
presentation that appeared quaint, but not entirely 
dated. After all, Jupiter was still Jupiter in the 40 years 
earlier before it calmly swallowed Comet Shoemaker
Levy 9. I use the term "quaint" in that this movie 
seemingly captured my 60's-something memory of 
field trip lectures during field trips. It offered a close 
approximation of what I recalled from memory. As I 
watched further, the forum of the movie enfolded at 
the Griffith Observatory. In those times, "planetarium" 
and the public, rather than "observatory", seemed a 
more appropriate social "fit". 

A crucial portion of "Rebel" included a knife fight 
on the stairs of the Griffith Planetarium between the 
anti-hero (Dean), and the bad person (not Dean). 
Here in Edmonton at our Observatory, we've evolved 
to the current state of the art where, only very 
occassionally, a few of the public merely fight with us 
but don't bring their knives (Hey Larry?) ... 

So in conclusion, I state that my current hobby 
caused me to view this classic film with new eyes. It 
seems that I apparently missed something when I 
saw this movie for the first time. Astronomers do see 
the world differently .. . and let's not forget Bill Wyman, 
the former bassist for the Rolling Stones. I read an 
Edmonton Journal article where it's suggested that 
Bill Wyman is a "Renaissance Man" because among 
other things, he is not only a bass player but also an 
amateur astronomer. What's the fuss? That 
combination seems normal enough to me ... 

-Harris 
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The Paulson's had a wee addition to their family, early in July. After a few complications, Jo-anne and 
Conner are now dOing fine. The family is taking a week's holiday before going to the Mt. Kobau Star Party 
(MKSP). Bruce McCurdy has been busy at the deck every day doing sunspot counts in the daytime, and 
locating lunar features by night. I'm sure he will have more to add to that in the pres' message. His son, Kevin, 
is participating in a rocket camp at the ESSC. Editor Harris took his family on an 11 ,711 km jaunt to Halifax 
and back. Norma Chambers has been closely tied to home in her attempts to find volunteers to operate the 
observing deck. Those full time jobs sure take up a lot of time from fun things, eh Normal The Jahrigs were 
reported to be whooping it up for a few days in Toronto. They go on holidays and then need a week at home 
to recover. They report that the 18" needs a bit of weight adjustment, as the new finder we purchased from 
Greg at the Science Shop makes the big dobbie a bit nose heavy. Mike Hoskinson spent some time in 
Montreal and then Vancouver on business. Mike is busy getting his 8" converted into a compact travel scope. 
The last time we were out to the dark site, he was trying to do some imaging with the CCD camera mounted 
on his 10" Meade Starfinder. He was not too busy to chase down a few objects from the Messier and Finest 
NGC lists. 

Paul and Sherry have had a busy summer at work, with little time for quality observing. Paul is busy 
making a barn door tracker, for Sherry, I suspect. Sherry is busy building some blueberry jam, as payment, 
I expect. They are off to Dinosaur Provincial Park this weekend. I believe they have most of the details 
complete for the upcoming Workshop in October. Barry Arnold is kept really busy, and any spare time he has 
at the shop, is spent building the apparatus to reduce the weight of Bob Drew's 32-inch monster mirror. Denis 
Boucher and family trailered all the way to his hometown in Quebec to visit with his mom. A lot of travelling in 
a month with an added side trip to Toronto to visit a favorite aunt. Denis and I are travelling together to the 
MKSP. Terry Nonay took another step up the ladder. The new position allows him to get out of the office more 
often. He, along with Harris, is also going to the MKSP. Barry Nonay, on the other hand, was promoted 
to husband with a whole new job description. 

George Maher got a van that allows him to transport his new 8.5" dobbie out to the dark site. Richard 
Vanderberg, with his 10" Meade Starfinder, often teams up with George. Shirlee Adamson is still ensconced 
at her acreage, so it looks like we may enjoy more Summer Solstice bashes - we hope, we hope. The 
Breckenridge's (Bob now retired) donated a desk and nice blackboard to the observatory. Talked to Tony 
Gardener on the phone a couple of times. He is well but has to remain near home, as his wife requires 
assistance. Ben Gendre and Marian are off to the MKSp, with their usual trip later to Vancouver to watch the 
CART car races. Summertime with its perpetual twilight, gives Ben somewhat of a rest from photography so 
that he can spend more time in the darkroom. Ed Newcombe spent a couple of weeks in Calgary with his 
family. Ed has a little spare time now, with the opera season on hold for the summer. Arnold Rivera had his 
family out to observe the Perseids. They report lots of cloud. Franklin loehde was at Heritage Days enjoying 
the sights, sounds, pleasant odors and tastes. He reported a few problems at the Cypress Hills SSP- most 
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of which have been dealt with . Russ Sampson made it out to the Perseids for one night. Franklin, Terry 
and Harris made it out before midnight on the second night, while Bruce, Arnold and I were also out later that 
same night, with both groups unaware of the presense of the other. Cloudy skies early on gave way to partial 
cloud later which allowed Bruce and I to get a count of 50 and 40 respectively, in about an hour and a half of 
good sky. Don Schuh is trying to get a video camera set up built, so he can do some new type of observing. 
Steve Bergens took his family home to Ontario for a few days. Showing off the latest family addition, I 
imagine. Steve has been working hard looking for a permanent position at the U of A, and doing some 
research presentations. He says his mirror is getting rusty. Last but not least, yours truly is healing very well 
after the encounter with three high flying visitors to the observatory. The two legged kind ... 

Your bruised-but-not-beaten Observing Co-ordinator, 
-Larry Wood 

r---------------------------------~ 
George Moores Astronomical Workshop 

October 16 - 18, 1998 
Registration Form 

Name: 

Address: 

Phone # ____ _ RASC Member? Y N Centre: 

Specialized Diets: 

The George Moores Astronomical Workshop is being held at the St. John's School of Alberta. 
Accommodations are in separate rooms, each containing 4 to 6 beds. All facilities are In one building for 
the classrooms, cafeteria and sleeping quarters. Attendees are expected to bring a sleeping bag, blankets, 
bed sheets, pillows, etc. 

The observing site is located approximately Y2 km away from the lodging area, to provide a dark site. 
Please restrict the use of wh ite lights as much as possible. 

The cost for this event is $60.00 per person before October 5, 1998, or $70.00 per person after October 5, 
1998. This includes all meals and accommodations. Please send and make all cheques payable to: 

RASC Edmonton Centre 
c/o Sharon Tansey 
32 Windsor Cres. 
St. Albert, Alberta 
T8N 3E5 

Inquiries 
Paul Campbell 
333 South Ridge 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T6H 4M9 

Ph: 433-1516 
E-mail : scopedr@connect.ab.ca 

~---------------------------------~ 
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a/Music 
tIltO 

spperes 
Like many of us, once in a while I need a reminder 
that one doesn't need inky black skies, sub-arc 
second seeing, and/or a 12-inch telescope to do some 
worthwhile and enjoyable astronomy. Such an 
opportunity presented itself over the weekend of 
August 6-9 when I took a couple of days off to attend 
parts of the Edmonton Folk Music Festival. Set in 
Gallagher Park in the North Saskatchewan River 
Valley, crowds of over 10,000 per day gathered on a 
hillside under warm, hazy, smoky (forest fire smoke, 
that is - we folkies are way too old for that!) but 
generally clear skies. This was one occasion where 
the de rigeur observing in reverential silence definitely 
was out of the question. But I found that the great 
music and laid-back ambience of the Folkfest only 
served to further fire the imagination. 

On Thursday night, during Joan Osborne's set that 
wrapped up the evening's schedule, there was a fine 
auroral display. Being one of those who looks up 
frequently - you know the typel - I was probably the 
first in my immediate vicinity to notice it, but before 
long people as far as I could see were pointing 
upward, smiling and exclaiming. Looking south into 
bright stage lights , Osborne must have been 
wondering what the heck was going on, but the 
audience was enjoying a superb natural light show 
which only added to a fine musical performance. 
Hardly the best aurora of the year, it nonetheless 
made the TV news and the local papers as one of the 
festival highlights. 

Sunday afternoon I arrived for a long hot day of 
workshops wearing my wildest astronomy T-shirt and 
equipped with my trusty 10x50 binoculars, planning 
to look at more than the stars on stage. I began my 
day with my favourite star. With the aid of adapted 
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welder's glass filters, I periodically took a few minutes 
to enjoy the current display of sunspots - two huge 
ones in the N.E., plus a long line of fainter ones in the 
South. I occasionally shared the binnies with curious 
bystanders. (There's lots of weird people at the folk 
fest, so I expect I fit right in.) Later, high on the hillside 
facing the main stage, I enjoyed a superb sunset over 
the downtown skyline during a sizzling musical set 
by Senegal's Baaba Maal. A low line of clouds - the 
only ones of the day - provided an intermediary 
canvas between the setting Sun and the cityscape, 
and a very placid backdrop to the compelling 
polyrhythms and frenetic dancing on stage. 

As Jann Arden took the stage for the festival's closing 
act, the stars finally began to put in an appearance. 
To the soothing sound of Jann's lilting voice, I watched 
the stars pop out in order of their brightness. I soon 
spotted the five-second magnitude stars of my quick 
and dirty reference asterism the, Sidereal Cross. 
(Polaris, the North Star, is its hub, and Caph , 
Menkalinan, Phecda, and Eltanin - beta Cassiopeiae, 
beta Aurigae, gamma Ursae Majoris, and gamma 
Draconis respectively - form the cardinal points of 
this handy circumpolar celestial compass.) Of these, 
the beautiful orange star Eltanin in the head of Draco 
was already cresting near the zenith. The lofty position 
of this summer pointer so early in the evening 
confirmed that the correct time was indeed "half past 
summer" and that I could begin to look forward to 
truly dark skies again after nearly three months of 
perpetual twilight. 

I decided to undertake a brief binocular survey of the 
emerging night sky, choosing five double stars, five 
variables, and five deep sky objects. Vega was well 
placed high overhead, and with it in one edge of the 
binocular field, three bright double stars were available 
in the same field of view. I know of no other binocular 
field in the sky so rich in bright (both components 
greater than sixth magnitude) double stars. The 
famous epsilon Lyrae consists of a wide "pair" of nearly 
pure white stars; delta Lyrae is considerably wider 
and presents a nice red and blue colour contrast; while 
nestled between delta and Vega is the very tight (for 
binnies) zeta Lyrae, with a noticeable but hard to pin 



down colour contrast. Next came the very fine cat's 
eye double nu Draconis in the head of the dragon, 
nearly identical twins an arc minute apart. Finally I 
jumped to omicron 1 (31) Cygni, the poor man's 
Albireo, which is a superb colour contrast binocular 
triple in the northwest wing of Cygnus. 

I next did brightness estimates on five prominent 
variable stars: beta Lyrae, R Lyrae, R Coronae 
Borealis, delta Cephei, and mu Cephei. Binoculars 
are the perfect instrument for observing the brighter 
variables: with their large field of view and, er, "flexible 
mount", nearby comparison stars of known brightness 
can be quickly and easily scanned. The last star of 
my quintet, mu Cephei, is known as Herschel's Garnet 
Star, but to these tired eyes (which use a highly 
sophisticated system affectionately known as the 
"Crayola 8 Colour Scale") it appeared a lovely orange
red. 

It was now dark enough for a selection of deep sky 
objects. With dark nebulae out of the question in city 
skies and the bright emission nebulae of summer 
hidden by the hill , I doubled up on globular clusters, 
choosing two in Hercules, the famous Messier 13 and 
its nearby but often overlooked associate, Messier 
92. Both appeared as tight, bright fuzzballs. By 
comparison, the "brighf' planetary nebula Messier 27, 
the Dumbbell Nebula, appeared as a faint wisp of 
light just on the cusp of visibility. For an open cluster 
I chose NGC 457, the Owl Cluster, just below 
Cassiopeia's W. The owl shape is tiny but discernible 
at 10x, with a mismatched pair of yellow and blue 
beacons, mag 5 and 7 respectively, forming the eyes 
of the owl. The brighter of these, phi Cassiopeaie, is 
believed to be a true member of this cluster; if so, at 
nearly 10,000 light years it is perhaps the most distant 
star visible to the unaided eye. 

Finally, I chose the most distant of all naked-eye 
objects, the Andromeda Galaxy. A superb binocular 
object in truly dark skies, from the city it appears as a 
largely unsatisfying fuzzy oval. Visually, that is. As I 
always try to do when observing anything, I took a 
few moments to consider exactly what it was I was 
seeing; in this case, the combined glow of a city of 

stars with a population measured in the hundreds of 
billions, shining across the immensity of space. To 
paraphrase Mick Jagger, my mind was "Two Million 
Light Years from Home". My ears were in the here 
and now, however, and when Jann Arden posed the 
musical question "Happy?" I had to answer with a 
resounding "Yes." To round out the evening, I put the 
binnies down and laid back to look for 15 or so minutes 
of naked eye observing, looking for early Perseids. 
Fully expecting to see five of these as well, I in fact 
picked out only two, providing yet more evidence 
against the theory of perfect symmetry in the universe. 
One of these was a beauty, however, a zeroeth 
magnitude dart to the heart of Cygnus cleaving the 
(invisible) Cygnus Star Cloud from Sadr to Albireo. 

Later, at the back end of an enormous queue waiting 
for the bus, I again pulled out the binnies to look at a 
couple of old friends rising in the east. Single parent 
Jupiter and his brood of four moons serendipitously 
returned me to the theme of five . The three inner 
moons were in a tight cluster just to Jupiter's left, a 
test of resolution which my 1 Ox50's passed with flying 
colours. Far out on the right, as if to balance the 
scales, stood lonely Callisto. A binocular field away 
hung a waning gibbous Moon, two days past full. Mare 
Crisium was superbly placed on the terminator and 
formed a fine pair with the large walled plain 
Cleomedes just to its north. 

In many ways the observing session I've described 
was routine, a meandering trip from the Sun to the 
Moon with a few interesting detours along the way. It 
could be done by anyone with a pair of used eyeballs, 
ordinary binoculars, some rudimentary knowledge, 
and an hour under moderately light polluted skies. 
But that's precisely what made it special. The city 
sky is hardly pristine, but it's accessible and one can 
readily observe and appreciate many of the universe's 
great treasures. 

- Bruce McCurdy 
~---;--=----:"....., 
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GA Idyll at Pearson College 
Envision clear, blue skies atop majestic pine and cedar trees surrounding dorms, meeting rooms and 

the banquet hall overlooking Peddlers Bay on the Juan de Fuca Straits, and the Washington State Olympic 
Mountains formatting the southern horizon, and you have in your mind, Victoria's 1998 General Assembly. 
Not too shabbyl 

Over 100 delegates from all across Canada including Edmontonians Mike Hoskinson and wife, Janet 
Couch, Russ Sampson, his wife, Keith and Janet Janke, Kristan Stefan and yours truly, enjoyed the hospitality 
of the Victoria Centre members and the opportunity to renew old friendships. The Assembly was packed with 
all sorts of delights from the sparkling new Canadian astronaut Dr. Julie Payette, to many first-class papers 
ranging from Jack Newton's "Astrophotography - The State of the Art", to the DAO's David Crampton on 
"Exploring the Frontiers with New Eyes". 

Where do you start? Membership in the Society has reached an all-time high of 3,378 and is still 
growing. At National Council, business went smoothly except for the revelation that the University of Toronto 
Press has served notice that it is washing its hands of handling the membership for the Society. Why? 
Despite its significant experience with many professional societies, they have found it far too expensive to 
handle the great variety of membership categories that the Centres have imposed, in addition to the surcharges. 
In their estimation, they would have to increase the charge to service each member to $6.00+ from the 
present $2.00. With the '98-'99 membership year completed , the National Office and/or Centres will have to 
handle memberships on their ownl Contingency plans will be drawn up shortly. The new publication format 
for The Journal has been a huge success in all ways, although we had to terminate our relationship with 
Strategic Ink, involved with the new publication start-up, causing a litigation battle that is not yet settled. On 
the bright side, the Publications Committee reports that CANCOPY, the agency that controls revenue from 
copyrighted material , has sent us a cheque for $15,000 as a payment for the photocopying of The Journal in 
schoolsl For a more complete run-down of Society business, please refer to the RASC Web Page or wait for 
your National Council Rep's report at the September meeting. 
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The Annual Wine and Cheese social with its accompanying Murphy Slide Show and Song Contest 
was indeed remarkable-no one took any astrophotos of the 'klutz' variety! Hard to believe? I'm sure many 
of our members (including myself) could have claimed the "prize". As for the Song Contest, it took a Newfie 
doing doctoral studies at the University of Western Ontario, Phil McCausland, to save the day with a great 
astronomical rendition of a popular song "A Few of My Favorite Things" called "Pulsars & Quasars or A Few 
of the Galaxy's Things". Peter Jedicke reprised many of the favorites that he and David Levy brought to past 
GA's. Later in the evening, most of the delegates made their way by shuttle (I climbed!) to the observatory 
that housed Jack Newton's old, donated 25" Cassegrain. The observatory now bears a plaque with the name 
of Jack and Alice Newton. Great views above the Olympic Mountains. 

On Saturday Jack gave his excellent talk on his marvelous CCD photography and announced that he 
and Alice were moving to Florida, and Ossoyos in BC. In BC during the summer with his 16" Meade and 
setting up a B&B to defray costs, and to northern Florida in the winter with a twin 16" and providing classes in 
astronomical photography to those amateurs who aspire to greatness in the craft. A win-win situation! With 
the current crop of asteroid/comet collision movies, it was a very topical paper by Jeremy Tatum of the U of 
Vic who discussed tracking these 'near Earth' encounters. A standing ovation greeted Geof Marcy of UC 
Berkeley at the finish of his presentation on "Extra-Solar Planets". In addition to many other papers presented 
by members, Dr. David Crampton of the DAO detailed his work on developing rock-steady images on the 
Canada-France-Hawaii telescope, using computer technology. A very worthwhile smorgasbord of astronomical 
topics indeed. 

After a delightful, vista-filled tour of the Dominion Astrophysical Observatory atop Little Saanich 
Mountain, and its once largest-telescope-in-the world, the delegates reassembled at Pearson College for the 
Annual Banquet and Awards, and finished with the talk "Adventures in Astronomy" by outgoing President 
Doug George. After thanks to the local Victoria Centre GA organizing committee, the incoming President 
Randy Atwood extended an invitation to attend the Toronto Centre's extravaganza of a jOint meeting with the 
RASC, the Astronomical Society of the Pacific, and the Association of Variable Star Observers on July 1 st to 
7th. It was sure to have been an exciting venture. 

Left: Past Edmonton Centre President 
Peter Ceravolo and his Cessna 150 

Opposite Page: Left - Dr. Julie Payette, 
Canada's newest astronaut 

Opposite Page: Right - GA '98 Pyramid 

(All photos by the author.) 

- Franklin Loehde 
National Council Representative 
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For all t ose who couldn't attend, I consider the 
Wetaskiwin Starnight a resounding success. Many 
thanks to those who came from Edmonton to make 
th is event a success. Thanks also to those Wetaskiwin 
people who brought their telescopes and were able 
to share their hobby and learn from more experienced 
observers . The evening got under way at 
approximately 7:30 pm with myself arriving first to set 
up for about 1/2 hour of solar observing. With the 
active Sun , several large sunspot groups were 
prominent. As the other volunteers arrived, attention 
was switched to the lunar surface and as darkness 
fell , M57, M13, M11, M27 and other bright, deep sky 
objects were shown, culminating with lo's shadow 
transit on Jupiter, and Saturn as the final showpiece. 
I would guess there were at least 150 people of all 
ages who attended, and as Mike Hoskinson observed, 
they were a very inquisit ive crowd with many 
elementary school children asking many questions. 
Fortunately, we had Franklin to answer all the hard 
ones! Many asked me if we will do this again and if 
th is year was any indication of the interest, then I 
would say "yes", as long as a few from the Centre are 
willing to help out. Members of the local newspaper 
and radio station attended, and I will preserve a few 
copies of subsequent articles for the Centre archives. 
Unfortunately, no one thought to bring any RASC 
brochures, but I think we did well by word of mouth. 
All in all , a great night for sharing our love of the 
heavens and to promote amateur astronomy and the 
RASC. Again , thanks to all who helped make this 
possible. 

- Denis Fell 
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I had a great time on Saturday night. Maybe because 
it was a well publicised, "one-time" event (?annual?) , 
many of the people stayed 3 or more hours, and were 
very interested in the way the sky changed throughout 
the night, and in the different views through the various 
instruments. I had people coming back to my humble 
10" several times to watch 10 disappear, and, as the 
seeing improved , to watch the shadow transit. 
"Fantastic", "spectacular", "Imagine that"... I was 
beginning to feel like John Dobson and his sidewalk 
astronomers in San Francisco. "Come and see 
Jupiter, look at the shadow of the moon 10 ... Did you 
know that the speed of light was first calculated by 
timing the transits .. . " 

"Check out the ringsl (Saturn was beautiful around 
midnight, with Cassini's division like an ink line) ." This 
is to say nothing of the Moon .. . (I have to admit, I 
stayed with the easy stuff. Apart from Luna, Jupiter, 
and Saturn, the only other thing I showed was M13. I 
got many compliments about the view through my 
5mm lanthanum. Maybe it's not so bad, so long as 
Larry isn't nearby with his Nagler .. ) 

Hats off to Denis Fell and his wife for organizing a 
very successful event. 

- Mike Hoskinson 



Planet 
Report 

Hey, it was a great summer: two star parties 
and a host of planets returned to the night skies. I 
was among good company enjoying these spectacles 
and if the summer was any indication, the fall will be 
great. I have had the best views of Jupiter and Satu rn 
in many a year and even saw the elusive Enke's 
division as well as the pallid Great "Red" Spot and a 
family of ovals trailing it. 

Larry Wood and I saw the mottling of the B -
C ring of Saturn, the dim presence of the "Spokes", 
at Kobau in his 12.5" at roughly 600 X. As the morning 
rose on us, we would be treated to the sight of Mars 
rising in line with Castor and Pollux, a red jewel in the 
morning twilight. A short while later, the dazzling white 
Venus would rise. Great things are happening and 
spectacular views of the planets are now returning to 
us, the beleaguered northerners. 

In the months of August and September, the 
ardent planetary observer can find all the planets of 
the solar system. Pluto sets early and Uranus and 
Neptune cruise across the sky in Capricorn. Jupiter 
rises at 8:10 PM followed by Saturn at 9:20 PM. In 
the morning hours, Mars rises at 3:30 am just before 
Venus at 5:40 a.m., and conveniently placed is 
Mercury right beside Venusl Yes, the grand tour, an 
elusive objective. This month starts off with Venus 
and Mercury in the morning twilight. They will be a 
bit difficult to observe, but the brilliance of Venus 
should help you find it in the twilight. On the 14th, 
Venus is 11 degrees from the Sun. Mercury is 2 
degrees closer to the Sun, but they should both be 
visible in binoculars at magnitude -3.9 (V) and -1.2 
(M) . Mercury went through superior conjunction on 
the 5th of September. Superior conjunction is when 
a planet passes behind the Sun, and Mercury will 

show a 5.5" disk in the week before it disappears. 
Venus will show a 10" gibbous disk, and it will go 
through superior conjunction late next month. 

Mars is making a slow return to the night sky, 
rising at 3:30 am and sporting a 4" disk. It doesn't 
look like much yet. Jupiter, on the other hand, shows 
an amazing amount of detail on its 50" disk and it will 
go through opposition on the 16th of September. 
Check your handbooks for details on shadow transits 
and eclipses. The Great Red Spot is low in contrast, 
but is clearly visible to most people. You may see it 
having a light salmon - pink tint. I noticed a white 
oval following it, and a smaller set of ovals trailing in 
the South Equatorial band. The North Equatorial band 
is showing a lot of festoon and oval detail, so there is 
a lot to see on Jupiter. I had a truly amazing view of 
Jupiter at Kobau in Denis Boucher's exquisite 16. A 
side note is that the asteroid Pallas is visible just 2 
degrees above Jupiter. My astronomical software puts 
it at magnitude 9, so you will need a finder chart when 
you hunt for it. Saturn is making its return to the night 
sky, and it will be at opposition late next month. Look 
for the ring shadow on the planet, as well as the polar 
hood and some cloud bands. Casini's Division shows 
well in a 3" and larger scope and if you have clean 
optics you can glimpse the "C" ring as a ghostly light 
just inside the rings. It makes it about half way to the 
disk of the planet, so try for it. It took many years 
before I noticed it. Well, that's it for this month. Lots 
of interesting things to observe. Till next month, clear 
skies and we may see you at the Alberta Star Party. 

(Illustration of Saturn as seen from its icy moon, 
Rhea, from THE GRAND TOUR by R. Miller & W. K. 
Hartmann) 

- Murray Paulson 
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Last year, I purchased a new telescope. The decision to do so was necessitated by the increasing arthritis in 
my knees and ankles. Currently, my wife and I live on the third floor of an apartment house, and carrying my 
10" Meade Schmidt-Cass was becoming plain dangerous. The 65-pound weight of the tube was just too 
much. Therefore, the decision to sell myoid telescope and purchase a new one was not a matter of being 
dissatisfied with the old one. In fact, I had been very pleased with it. 

The decision to purchase a new scope entailed several decisions. Firstly, the prime consideration had to be 
weight. I could either reduce the aperture and go with a smaller Schmidt-Cass, or return to a Newtonian. For 
me the decision was easy. For many years prior to having my 10" Schmidt-Cass, I had observed with an 8" 
Meade Newtonian. I liked Newtonians. I also wanted to keep the 10" aperture. I had become used to the 
increased light gathering power of a 10". The fact that the heaviest part of a 1 0" Newtonian was 35 pounds as 
compared to 65 pounds for the Schmidt-Cass, was a very important factor in the decision-making process. 

Having decided to go with a Newtonian , the next decision was the focal 
length. My previous Newtonian had been an f6 and my Schmidt Cass was 
an f1 O. Over the years, I had developed a liking for faster telescopes. The 
Meade 10" Newtonian was an f4.5. This appealed to me. My observing 
preferences are primarily deep sky objects. While I certainly don't shun 
observing the planets and the Moon, they are not the objects upon which 
I spend most of my observing time. I very much prefer a wide field . 

A further consideration was that an f4.5 10" scope would have a short 
tube. This had some importance. My wife and I had always had small 
foreign cars. Any telescope must be able to fit easily into a compact car. 

The choice of mount was also a consideration . I have always used an equatorial mount. I like German 
equatorial mounts and I am very comfortable with them. I have also developed my star-hopping skill based 
on the use of an equatorial mount. A further consideration is that I like the ability to observe an object, take a 
break, and come back to that object with little difficulty. This is simple with an equatorial. All you have to do 
is move the telescope in right ascension. 

My new telescope came with a 6x30 finder scope, and a poor quality eyepiece. I did not want either one. I 
have a definite preference for a larger finder. I purchased an 11 x80 finder scope. I then traded the original 
finder and the eyepiece for a good quality 6.4 mm eyepiece and a variable polarizer. With the new telescope 
being an f4.5, I felt that I might want a higher magnification eyepiece more than previously. Also, for those 
times when I do look at the Moon, the variable polarizer would make observing more pleasant and reduce 
eyestrain. 

I have now had my new 10" f4.5 Newtonian on an equatorial mount for more than a year. I have been very 
pleased with the ease of viewing, and observational results. I have no complaints except that, like other 
amateur astronomers, I wish my 10" telescope was twice as big! 

- Richard Vanderberg 
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ONTARIO STARFEST 
'98 

Starfest '98, the Ontario Star Party at Mount Forest, 
Ontario, would better be called "Starless '98". There 
were clear skies for a couple of days early in the week, 
but the weekend was uncooperative, with very short 
stretches of semi-clear sky, and lots and lots of clouds. 
Friday night, there were apparently a couple of hours 
of clear skies after 3 a.m., but by then most people 
had called it a night. Saturday night even ended with 
a great downpour, with no clear skies at all. It 
remained raining all morning, making the take down 
of telescopes and tents less than pleasant. 

The North York Astronomy Association, who did a 
wonderful job, organized Starfest '98. There were 
about 1,000 registered participants, and despite those 
numbers, everything flowed beautifully. In addition to 
a wonderful banquet, fast food was always available 
from the "Red Light Cafe", which is exactly thatl This 
was very well run by the local Girl Guides and Boy 
Scouts as a fund raiser. 

A number of commercial organizations were on site 
with a wide variety of astronomical equipment and 
books, and the swap table was an active highlight. 

The formal program included several sessions 
throughout the day and evening, and the keynote 
address was a most informative and insightful 
discussion on potential collaborative activities 
between amateur and professional astronomers. Leif 
Robinson, the editor of Sky and Telescope, gave this 
most enjoyable presentation. He was thanked by 
Terence Dickinson, who also participated in earlier 
sessions. 

Despite the less than ideal observing weather, it was 
a most enjoyable and informative weekend, which I 
had the pleasure of sharing with a former member of 
the Edmonton Centre, Paul Winkler, who has now 
made his way back to Ontario. 

- David Prud'homme 
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