
Newsletter Of Tile Edmontoll Celltre 

Of Tile Royal Astrollomical Society 

Of Callada 
Octo)Jer 1996 

In this issue : Plus: 

Alberta Star Party! Lunar Eclipse! 

Perseitl Meteor Shower! 



'P resj~etlt' S OV\.essaje 
Now that we have our "portable office", my vocabulary has done a 90 degree tum: "Windows 

95", "Modems", "E-Mail", "Surger Bar", "Faxworks" - will wonders never cease! When our office is in 
full operation, it should be a breeze for all the upcoming presidents and councils to keep up-to-date on 
all we own , finances, and quick contact with anyone, anywhere .. .. we have wings! 

I publicly thank Wally Anhorn for all his time, effort, and leg work to purchase the lap computer 
and accessories for us. He spent many hours and many trips in aid of finally acquiring our "office". On 
behalf of myself and our members, many, many thanks, Wally! 

Please note the proposal in Stardust regarding the Caroline site for our Alberta Star Parties. We 
have been requested to invest in a state of the art "biffy" for the observing area. Calgary has already 
funded and put one up in the camping area .. .It really does beat a walk in the bushes. (I doubt if Mr. 
Eccles would be very pleased about that, either!) 

I always seem to be in the wrong place at the wrong time. Planned my trip to California so that 
I would be here for the general meeting - and forgot about Thanksgiving. (Still can't get used to 
Thanksgiving in October. How American childhood days stick!) So, I will miss Alan Dyer's presentation. 
I am most unhappy about that! 

The new Inflatable Planetarium which we helped to fund, should be here in November. Many 
teachers and many children will be pleased that this wonderful teaching tool will be available for a few 
more years to come. 

May dark, clear skies lift your spirits. 

- ShirLee Adamson 

On the Cover - Unsuspecting Edmonton Centre member Terry Nonay, as photographically 
captured by fellow Mount Kobau 1996 attendee Ben Gendre. 

TAKE NOTICE of the RASC Council meeting motions for approval of the following expenditures: 

Motion: Approval by Council for posting to the Club, an expenditure of up to $5,000.00 
for the Educational Telescope Program; Proposed by Dave Robinson; Moved by Bob Drew; Seconded 
by Bruce McCurdy; Carried. 

Motion: To spend up to $800.00 for an outdoor toilet at the Eccles Ranch observation 
site; Moved by Larry Wood; Seconded by Ben Gendre; Carried; 1 Abstention. 

ADDRESS FOR STARDUST: ArtiCles may be submitted by E-mail to:christianh@inac.gc.ca 
Or by mail / in person to: Harris Christian, 1498 Knottwood Road North, Edmonton, 
Alberta T6K 2Kl Or by modem to: (403) 461-4933. 

Next Deadline/or Articles: November 1,1996 . 
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,. editorial: 

The COUTS 

Of 
Orion * Did you know that Orion is the overall 9th 

brightest constellation in the night sky? Did you 
know that it is the 26th largest of the constellations, 
boasting an area of 594.12 square degrees, or 
about 1.44 % of sky? How about the fact that it 
contains 77 stars brighter than 5.5 magnitude 
with 7 of those being brighter than 2.4? You 
simply must know that it contains the arguably 
most famous nebula of all, the Great Nebula, or 
M42. This Messier object is located about 5 
degrees south of the celestial equator, and about 
1500 light years from Earth. Pardon me, my 
thoughts are indeed rambling, but it's chilly out 
here. "Here" is roughly 1500 light years from 
M42, and about 10 kilometers east of Fort McLeod, 
Alberta. It is 6: 15 a.m. on September 24, 1996, 
and I find myself "on the way to the office", on 
a side road, just off Highway 3, between 2 fields. 
The temperature is -9 and I find myself grateful 
for my thermos of hot coffee. Since my work 
often results in travel, my "office" of the day 
can vary throughout the entire province. I often 
find myself in pristine locations, far away from 
the effects of light pollution (oh, sob!). One of 
my companions of the moment emits a forlorn 
lament at the state of the seeing. The sky is 
peaceful and the seeing is quite steady. The horizon 
is a variation of pastel pink, layered with shades 
of blue and topped with the diminishing black of 
the eroding night sky. Perhaps my companion 
was merely applauding the virtues of a dominant 
Venus, the "Morningstar" planet of the celestial 
landscape. 

Excuse me for not introducing my fellow 
observers before now, but we've just met and 
are not really upon a first name basis. Names 
aside, my bovine friends appear content with the 
world, the approaching sunrise, and circumstances 
of the moment. The present rural setting, with a 
slight wind and the distant sound of 18 wheelers 

passi~g by unseen, are apparently commonplace, 
as eVIdenced by the lack of concern expressed in 
the large, knowing eye of one of my 4-legged 
confidantes. She seemed to listen politely when 
I went on and on earlier, with the unending statistical 
data about Orion, but her sage silence also told 
me very clearly, that while Orion might mean all 
those things to humans, it was simply a familiar 
sight up there where it belonged, in the dawn 
sky. She seemed to be reminding me of a familiar 
and wise sentiment for Humankind: you don't 
have to dissect and analyze something beautiful, 
just to appreciate it. 

A wise cow can be unsettling at the best of 
times, but in the early morning, my gut reaction 
was to immediately retort back with still more 
human stuff. "Did you know that M42 was the 
first nebula to be photographed?", I offered. The 
steady and knowing glance in those big, brown 
soul windows gave me my answer. Besides, "Of 
course, it was Henry Draper in 1880", is quite 
hard to enunciate while chewing a mouthful of 
grass ...... 

From the fields of southern Alberta to the 
basements of Millwoods in Edmonton, we're 
already here with our second issue of Stardust. 
This October issue contains stories such as: Night 
Of The Perseids by David Goldingay, coverage 
of the Alberta Star Party by Paul Campbell, and 
Part II of the Barry Nonay extravaganza, "Where 
Is It?". I also report a TERRIFIC response to my 
twisted cries for more articles and new authors. 
You'll find evidence in forthcoming issues that 
our Club is listening (or is tired of listening) to 
me ... Thanks folks, and keep up the great effort. 

- Harris 

AttentTon Astronomers: 

Would you like to have hundreds of dates in 
1997?!! And it would only cost you $10.00 for 
the entire year?!!! 

Yes folks, it's absolutely true! The 1997 RASC 
Calendars are the answer to your lack of dates, 
and only cost $10.00 each!!! 

Please contact Bruce McCurdy @ 455-3236. 
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In part one, we were able to get our 
telescopes aimed roughly in the direction of the 
object we were searching for. Here in part two, 
we'll find it! 

Part 2: Star Charts and Finder Scopes 

may have to mentally flip the star chart to make 
it match what you see (or use a small hand mirror 
when looking at the star charts). Finders are 
generally rated like: 8x50, this means an 8 power 
50mm finder. 

Most finders also have a cross hair reticle 
(some are even illuminated), with which you can 
position your telescope to match the location 
you got from your star charts. The brighter objects 
you may even be able to already see, in the finder. 

Don't go cheap when purchasing your 
Now that you are close to where you expect finder. A 5x30 finder is acceptable on a 50mm 

to find your object, you need some additional refractor but useless on a 200mm telescope. I 
tools to help you pinpoint it. This is where a star recommend a minimum of a 8x50 finder on 200mm 
chart comes in to use. A good quality star atlas telescopes and a llx90 finder on 300mm 
will have around two dozen star charts showing telescopes. 
various regions of the sky in detail (usually to Now using one of your lower power 
magnitude 7 or 8). Look at the chart which your eyepieces, go have a look through the main 
object is on (find this from the coordinates) and telescope. If you've done it right, you should 
take note of the brighter stars that are right near be able to see the object you we~e hunting. 
your object. This process works very well as long as 

The next piece of equipment is very you have aligned the three instruments carefully 
expensive ... 50¢. It is a clear piece of plastic to start with. I usually start by pointing my 
transparency with a scaled version of your telrad telescope at the star Polaris, and then check the 
reticle drawn on it. I used my computer to print alignment of the telrad and the finder. 
a very precise one to match the scale of my Sky All too often, there are not enough bright 
Atlas 2000.0 star charts. I also printed an additional stars near the object you're hunting to be able to 
circle matching the field of view of my finder find the object quickly. This is where the process 
scope (this circle was drawn with a dotted line so of star hopping comes in. 
as not to confuse it with the telrad). Star hopping is the process of using 

Now center this telrad reticle template progressively dimmer stars in a chain to get nearer 
on the object you're trying to find, and take note a much dimmer object. Examine your star charts 
of the position of the surrounding bright stars. to find the nearest naked eye star to your object, 
Using those stars, you should be able to point and take measurements off of the star charts with 
your telescope to roughly the same spot by aiming your telrad template. You should be able to move 
with your telrad, just like we did in part one when the telescope near the star you are looking for 
looking through someone else's telrad. with the telrad, and then pinpoint it with the finder. 

Now go look at your star chart again and You can then use the reticle of the telrad as a 
take note of the stars right next to your object sort of "measuring stick" to move about when 
(within the finder circle). Returning to your you can't actually see the stars you are looking 
telescope, you will now look through your finder for. 
scope and make those star fields match. Repeat this procedure for the next dimmer 

A finder scope is a small telescope with star until you find your object. I have found that 
low power magnification (usually only 5 to 11 when objects get tough to find, a good pair of 
power) and a small aperture (usually only 30 to binoculars are great for doing a "dry run" in finding 
90mm diameter). Typically, you can see objects your object. 
as faint as 7th or 8th magnitude in a finder with a With a little practice, you should be able 
field of view about 2. If you are lucky, you will to find most any object in just a few minutes. 
own a finder with an upright image courtesy of a 
45 degree erect image prism. Otherwise, you - Barry NOllay 
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LUCK 
Sometimes you got it, and sometimes 

you don't. I'm sure we all have a few observing 
stories of the one that got away, or the time we 
were in the right place at the right time. 
Occasionally, good luck and bad luck appear at 
the same time. Their ensuing struggle can make 
for some unforgettable observing moments. 

Take for instance, last August 12th, the 
night of the Perseid meteor shower. After enduring 
the attack of an endless cloud of mosquitoes, I 
was finally chased away from the Blackfoot 
observing site by the second thunderstorm of 
the night .... that's bad luck. As I drove back to 
the safety of the city, the clouds miraculously 
parted .... that's good luck. Pulling into our recently 
abandoned Waskahegan observing site, I rushed 
to set up my camera and tripod. Peering through 
the camera, I composed the shot. Reaching for 
the cable release, with my eye still glued to the 
viewfinder, I saw the centre of the frame pierced 
by the brightest meteor of the night .... that's 
really bad luck! 

More recently I "lucked" into a once-in
a-lifetime observing event. My wife Susan, has 
to be up at 6 a.m. every workday morning. I get 
up at the same time to make breakfast for her 
and to make sure she leaves the apartment with 
something on her feet. On September 24th, the 
sky at 6: 15 a.m. was dark and clear. Our breakfast 
table is next to a south facing window and before 
turning on the light, I opened the curtains and 
gazed, blurry-eyed at Orion. At the edge of my 
vision, I was drawn to two brilliant points of 
light towards the southwest. There, rising slowly 
into the morning sky was the Russian space station 
Mir and the space shuttle Atlantis. Atlantis has 
just separated from Mir after picking up Shannon 
Lucid from her record-breaking space flight. I 
called Susan and rushed to the balcony to get a 
clearer view. 

The two were only about 5 degrees apart, 
and each one appeared to be as bright as Jupiter 
or even Venus. At one point, the leading satellite 
cut right through the centre of the Pleiades star 
cluster. The trailing satellite crossed just to the 
north of this point. We followed the pair until 

they disappeared behind our building. 
I had heard rumour that the two were 

going to be visible from Edmonton, but had 
forgotten to follow it up. That morning, when I 
woke up, I had no idea the event was about to 
occur. Opening the curtains a few minutes earlier 
or later would have probably meant missing it 
all together. This time, luck was with me. 

- Russ Sampson 

Loaner Scope Program 

Astroscans, a 90mm refractor, and an 8" Coulter 
dobson ian are all available for a monthly rental 
fee of $10.00 each. 

Please call Alister Ling @ 454-9267. 
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A 
FINAL 
WORD 
FROM 
THE 
CHAIR ...... 

Harris called me up awhile ago, and asked 
for a report on the GA for Stardust. Well, I did it, 
but didn't get it to him fast enough for the September 
issue. So here it is at last. 

By all accounts, the GA was a very big 
success. This is based primarily on the comments 
received at the events, as well as by E-mail since 
it has ended. We officially had 130 attendees, 
which is the largest GA in a few years. 
Unfortunately, I don't have actual numbers from 
previous GA's to give you, but that is what I've 
been told. 

As far as money is concerned, we are "in 
the black". It cost the Edmonton Centre $20,618.20 
to put on the GA, and our balance sheet shows 
that we brought in $20,997.45, for a profit of 
$379.25, of which 95% goes to National Office. 

As expected, there were some problems, 
but these were fairly minor and easily 
fixed/circumvented/ignored until later. The only 
committee related problem that could be considered 
major, was a lack of volunteers. <?ur m~in 
committee consisted of 10 people (tncludtng 
myselt), which was a pretty good number. However, 
when it came to the actual GA weekend, we could 
easily have used another 10 volunteers. 

I thank all of the Edmonton Centre 
members who helped out: ShirLee Adamson, Paul 
Campbell, Harris Christian, Martin Conners, Jan~t 
Couch, Linda Forbes, Doug & Joan Hube, Valene 
Ling, Franklin Loehde, Lorraine Kirby, Robert 
Martin, Bruce McCurdy, Murray Paulson, Mel & 
Betty Rankin, Russ Sampson, Sylvia Smith, Krista 
Stephan, and Larry Wood. I also thank all of 
Larry's drivers, some of who haven't been 
mentioned so far, as well as anybody else who I 
might have forgotten. 

While I'm at it, I give a special thank you 

to Linda Forbes who somehow managed to keep 
me organized throughout this whole operation. 
Her registration system was the crux of the GA 
planning. 

For those interested, we still have a few 
Group photos available. They are $11.00 each 
but there aren't many, so if you want one, see 
me. Murray Paulson also has a few of the GA t
shirts & sweatshirts available. If you want one, 
please see him. 

As far as I know, nobody has spoken up 
for GA '98 yet, so maybe all these fine people 
will again be needed ... and if I say anything more 
on this subject, the rest of the committee (led by 
ShirLee, among others) will draw straws to see 
who gets to carry the tar (the rest get to carry the 
feathers), or at least that's what I've been led to 
believe. (In any case, they have to catch me first...) 

Well, that's about it, I guess. I had a fun 
time over the last 2 years, and I hope you did too. 

H-B :..:--
~ 

- Howard Gibbills 
Chair, GA '96 

Comet Hale-Bopp is 
coming! 

Just an early reminder that volunteers will be 
needed to assist with the expected high number 
of visitors at the observatory in the Spring of 
1997. Bring your telescope, bri~g your 
binoculars, bring your warm clothtng, but 
definitely bring yourself! 

If Comet Hyakutake was any indication, a good 
number of extra volunteers will be needed. 

Support the RASC volunteers with your presence, 
and let's all share this event with the public. 
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"At least the clouds are covering up the 
aurora". Steven Bergens' dark comment pretty 
well sums up the two "official" Centre Observing 
nights at Blackfoot on October 11112. Both 
nights were early-bird specials. Get there early -
grab what you can before the clouds roll in. 
Unsettled cloudiness and less than useful forecasts 
on Friday, the "official" club nights again tested 
any decision making processes. Those who elected 
to remain attached to their warm sofa, were right. 
First to arrive was David Goldingay who, besides 
doing varied showcases like Saturn, M 31 
(Andromeda Galaxy), and the Double Cluster, 
also studied the galaxy NGC 7331 in Pegasus. 
Dave reported that, with averted vision and 
binoculars, Comet Hale-Bopp's tail was detectable 
to perhaps 1 112 degrees. I was welcomed at 
Blackfoot with the bleak advice not to bother 
setting up the club 18". Peter Schieren offered a 
view through his 7 X 50 binoculars of Comet 
Tabur, just off the bowl of the Big Dipper (UMa), 
before the aurora killed what the clouds didn't. 
Larry Hotton, with his Astroscan, checked out M 
27 (Dumbbell Nebula). Barry Arnold showed up 
long enough to set up his 16" for nought, and 
then repack. 

Last Saturday, the 5th, Barry snatched a 
couple of hours of observing before moon rise 
with the ever present Larry Wood. One of Barry's 
conquests was the Footprint Nebula (Minkowski 
92), a stellar-like lIth magnitude reflection nebula 
in Cygnus. ·When you take into account the 
difficulty of this elusive object, and factor in 
Barry's age, this is a remarkable achievement, 
indeed. I'll try to include the occasional report 
of anyone who captured some exotica for 2 reasons. 
Readers of Stardust in other Centres will know: 
1. - That we have some advanced observers (myself 
excluded); and 2. - To gloat over those in Upper 
Canada who don't have a hope in Hades of 
conveniently seeing dim, deep sky objects. 

Martin Bohn, a professional engineer with 
the Illuminating Engineering Society, showed up 
with his binoculars. You see, David Robinson 
went to a lot of effort to organize a field trip by a 
gaggle of Engineers from this professional society 

to check out our semi-dark site, and to get a better 
understanding of our concerns with encroaching 
light pollution. Most of the engineers had realized 
it would likely be too cloudy. It's nice to see 
someone in Edmonton actually do something 
tangible with the light pollution issue. There 
hasn't even been smoke, much less fire, on this 
issue in Edmonton. Hats off to Dave, and thanks 
to Martin for coming out. 

Saturday looked like it had great potential. 
A gentle, warm fall evening saw our best turnout 
of the year. At mid-evening, everyone was 
commenting on how warm and bright it was. 
The aurora was back, staying discretely low enough 
at first to allow us to have a good study of Comet 
Tabur, which had moved over 2 degrees since 
last night into the UMa's bowl. Since I'd left 
my finder charts for Hale-Bopp at home, at 9: 15, 
I tried out the optional voice-activated feature on 
the club scope - "Alister, please find Hale-Bopp" 
- and voila - there it was! With a 35mm and 
Deepsky filter, through the trees and low over 
the city, it displayed a broad, faint tail flowing 
from the brightish nucleus. M 14 lurked nearby. 
Later, the Aurora consumed the entire north 
hemisphere of the sky, to be joined by the clouds. 
More depressing was the large auroral arch to the 
South. Steven Bergens detected the Quasar 
Markarian 205 in his 10 inch scope. This is the 
famous one allegedly linked (impossibly) 
gravitationally to nearby galaxy NGC 4319, which 
is in the same line of sight. Mid-size scope owners 



take note: Steven has consistently found some 
pretty esoteric deepsky objects in his 10". Denis 
Boucher arrived at 9:30 and had no trouble setting 
up his 16" under the increasing soft illumination 
from aurora. Peter Smith, who is completing his 
own 16" showed up with first timer Owen Corns, 
to demonstrate the astronomical tenns "clouded
out" and auroraed-out". Barry Arnold continued 
his quest for exotic planetary nebula. Ben Gendre 
managed to capture a few astrophotos in the Cygnus 
area, which I hope he will share with us. Others 
there with scopes were: Terry Nonay, Harris 
Christian, Arnold Rivera, Dave Robinson, Sherry 
MacLeod and Paul Campbell, Murray Paulson, 
and Sharon Tansey. Through a small hole in the 
increasing cloud cover, some of us grabbed a fleeting 
peak at NGC 6888 in Cygnus. Using the 18" and 
an OIII filter, it showed some decent shape. It's 
known as the Crescent Nebula. I think it looks 
like a padlock, with the brightest part - the crescent
fonning the hasp. Vancouver observers have taken 
to calling it Van Gogh's ear. 

Comet C/1996 Ql (Tabur) which passed 
closest to the earth a week earlier, was a respectable 
magnitude 5.2, which I'll vouch for. Zipping 
through UM's bowl, it sported some tail well 

Map To Blackfoot Staging Site: 
Edmonton Centre Observing Site 

beyond just a fan shape, and was brighter than 
Hale-Bopp. Larry Hotton, who is becoming a 
regular, enjoyed a pleasing view through the club 
18. 

Father Lucien Kemble, who uses a 
magnificent Byers mount for his II" SCT, has 
proposed an interesting project for those with 
the right equipment. It involves finding and viewing 
Comet Hale-Bopp in the daytime, later this 
falUwinter. More details at the meeting. You'll 
need an accurately polar aligned scope. Dobsonians 
need not apply. Concern is starting on whether 
Hale-Bopp will become the showcase originally 
predicted. You can read mixed predictions from 
the pundits on the Web. The Jury's out. Why 
fret? I hear that urging it on will have minimal 
effect. I'll have finder charts for you later. (Like 
you really needed my charts for C/Hyukatake.) 

I especially invite new members to come 
out on the "official " observing nights, and use 
the club scope. We'll either share views of the 
showcase objects with you (just use the voice
activated feature) or, you can always just use it 
solo for any pet projects. It's your scope - please 
use it! 

Bob Drew· Observing Coordinator 

~H=lg~h=w=a~y~16=E==as=t========_============================:J r------, '-

Edmonton Highway 
21 

D~ j 
DOD 

Ukranian 
Village 

The Observing Site Is an approximate 49 KM drive 
from Edmonton. 

Please call Bob Drew, Observing Co-ordinator, 
@ 435·7013 if further Information Is required. 

4KMSouth 

Blackfoot 
Staging Site 
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Mount Kobau 
Revisited 

My second trip to the MKSP was an opportunity 
to test the llx80 finder I acquired last year, my 
slowly improving observing skills, and the accuracy 
of last year's advice to first timers. 

I left the city about 9 a.m. Sunday and 
drove till I dropped at 10:30 p.m. local time, in a 
backwoods campground on highway 5A south of 
Merrit. Enroute, I had to fight a tremendous cross 
wind which ruined my gas mileage and nearly blew 
everybody off Blowbau Sunday night. I managed 
to stop only four times (gas and growlies), except 
for the 20 km side trip to Monc Park where I had 
hoped to "overnight" .. (The efficient private operators 
hadn't put the "campground full" sign up at the 
highway ..... ) The campground I finally found after 
touring the back country for about an hour 
(Kentukyl Alleyn), was high in the hills beside a 
lake, with a fine view north and slightly obstructed 
view south. It was DARK. No noticeable sky glow, 
and the seeing was fine. I entertained a family in 
the adjacent campsite. They were up late shooting 
the breeze and watching for Perseids. Their oohs 
and ahs were accompaniment while parking the 
van and unpacking the scope. I rewarded them 
with a glimpse of Jupiter, M 13, M3I and the Double 
Cluster. They were suitably impressed. I sat up 
for a couple of hours in hopes of catching the Perseid 
peak. It didn't materialize. The best rates occurred 
while I was unpacking, about 11 pm. I filed the 
site away in memory for future use as a combined 
fishing and observing trip. Next morning I took 
Larry's advice and drove to Kobau via Princeton. 
Nice road with little traffic and pleasant scenery. 
Also, probably faster than going via the Gotohella 
cutoff .• Arrived at Kobau about noon. On the way 
up, I noticed Dave Clyburn going down. He was 
giving up observing stars in pursuit of observing 
fish. (More fool he!) Also noticed that the road is 
Much Improved. Somebody took a grader to most 
of it. My teeth stayed intact, but my mirror mount 
didn' t. It needed repair with fishing line to keep 
collimation. (Who says fishin' and observin' don't 
mix?) 

After a quick survey of the area, I discovered 
that arriving on Monday gave me more choice in 
campsites. No longer the privy monitor and 
windbreak, I settled for a spot under the power 
pole, right beside Larry and Paul, raising a small 
dust cloud backing in. I didn't even need the custom 
made windbreak I manufactured and carted with 
me. (My wife laughed hysterically at this!) 
Site selection proved inspired, since it quickly became 
a rallying point during the day. The BS level rose 
to such heights that you could almost see the 
sagebrush grow. At night, the trees to the west 
provided a windbreak and I was just high enough 
on the hill to be out of the cold air pocket that 
Alister, Ben, Denis, Harris, et al, were left in. Walking 
up the hill on Tuesday night, you could actually 
feel the temperature going up with every step. Weird! 

Denis Boucher was breaking in his new 
16" dobbie. We all marveled at the woodwork quality 
and simplicity of assembly. Denis shrugged off 
the tributes to his genius, and entertained all and 
sundry with his accounts of military flying during 
the day, and quest for ever fainter objects at night. 
Paul Campbell, the coffee mooch and comet locator, 
spent spare moments going through the supernova 
search charts. He didn't repeat his error of a couple 
of years ago, when his hope in finding a new one 
was dashed when he discovered that the bright 
object in Gemini that didn't show up on his charts 
was actually Mars. This confirmed that he's not 
really a planetary observer. Although Tuesday night, 
Jupiter was so good that he underwent a partial 
conversion. Larry Wood was his usual eagle-eyed 
self. Tuesday night, after joining Denis in a planetary 
nebulae marathon using an Arnold Optics Cheater 
(aka spectroscope), he showed me the dark matter 
near MIL It wasn't visible in my scope but his 
showed it clearly. He later accepted the challenge 
of a Calgary observer to conduct a one night, seven 
planet tour. He raised the ante to all nine planets 
by trying to find Mercury in the afternoon using 
"finger and fist" setting circles and observing one 
by looking straight down. I suggested he's so good 
he could probably find the tenth as well. The joke 
fell flat. Harris Christian had to do major repairs 
to his commercial scope. The particle board box 
fell apart. We all gathered around and offered 
suggestions. He managed a temporary fix but vowed 
that the base assembly has seen its last days. Bob 
Drew showed up a day late and a scope short. He 
parked his rental motor home in the lower lot and 



proceeded to parasite-observe on everyone else's 
scope. "I guess tum about is fair play. He also worked 
on his Slave Aided Telescope (SAT), ("Paul...Go 
To NGC 2341 "). They've almost got the sound 
effects right. Family matters curtailed Bob's trip 
this year and he only stayed a few days. He found 
237 Palomars though. Bruce McCurdy brought 
"SS Bolide II" along. The inexpensive plastic raft 
saw double duty as a meteor observing chair and 
bull session couch. 1 complimented him on his 
career as a radio star, resulting from the Mars microbe 
affair. He beamed in the afterglow of a very bright 
meteor that left a trail lasting two minutes. I missed 
it, having my head in a chart at the time. Alister, 
once again, had a great windbreak, although after 
a particularly bad gust, it needed major repair. He 
amazed us all with his depth of knowledge in one 
afternoon's discussion. I pestered the heck out of 
Ben Gendre, trying to pick his brains on photographic 
technique since I'm having my first go at it. I'm 
in awe of his patience and thoroughness. I also 
took notes on his observing chair and wooden box 
for accessories. 1 paid for it with a wasp sting 
when I stepped on the buzzers' hole in the ground, 
5 ft from Ben's scope. Cathy McKinnon and Sharon 
Tansey were set up, not too far down the hill from 
me. It was nice to see two dedicated observers 
from Edmonton swelling the female ranks on the 
hill. Both have keen eyes but Sharon has a white 
nose. She says it's only zinc oxide but I don't 
know for sure. When Bruce first arrived, Cathy 
took pity and fed him leftovers. They both left 
early with Sharon going straight home, and Cathy 
taking the scenic route. (I hope my directions didn't 
get her lost.) 

Monday night, Jupiter was fabulous. The 
Red Spot was clearly visible as were several large 
festoons on the N eq. belt. The spot was teardrop 
shaped with a white surround. I sketched Jupiter, 
M7, M69, M70, M54, M27 (dumbbell), M71 and 
Comet Hale-Bopp. The comet was nearly naked 
eye. I looked at the Gamma Delphinius double 
and finished by cruisin': MI5, xi Aquarius, NGC 
7331, Saturn, M3l, M32, M33, and got to bed· at 
3 a.m. when Venus came up. Tuesday night early, 
the seeing was exceptional at times. Jupiter had 
three or four festoons on the N eq. belt. One was 
very large and dark with a white patch below it. 
The N temperate belt was a crisp, dark line. The S 
eq. belt had several irregularities in the edges. I 
sketched M3, M6, M8 (lagoon), M9 and Saturn. 

MIl was too fabulous to sketch. I cruised the hill 
for a while: saw MIl, M8 and M27 in Harris' 
scope, Mll M31 and M32 in Larry's, the Veil in 
Denis' with an 03 filter, the Eagle in Cathy's and 
four comets in Paul's, finisheing the night with a 
tour of Saturn, the Veil, the Double Cluster, M8l, 
M82, M3l, M32 and M33 in mine. Wednesday 
night started at 8:15 with Jupiter and M2. Seeing 
was a bit muddy, but Hale-Bopp was still nice. I 
sketched M56, M71, Ml4, Ml6 (eagle), and Ml9 
(swan). When sketching concentration wore out, I 
tried a little piggyback photography, using a standard 
50mm lens, and hand guided in RA. Tricky, but 
the results were OK. On my last night, Thursday, 
we heard a guy playing classical guitar just after 
supper. After listening for awhile, I went to 
compliment him. He and his wife are from 100 
Mile House. They don't have a scope but are 
considering buying or building. This led to Paul 
and I praising Barry's mirrors and showing them a 
raft of familiar objects in our two scopes. Their 
delight in objects familiar to us was contagious. 1 
ended up doing a favorite object tour before the 
clouds moved in at about I a.m. A fine way to end 
the observing! The evening ended with a "scope 
war", started when Paul borrowed Denis' maglite, 
pointed it in the focuser and flashed everybody on 
the hill. Retaliation blinded us all. What a hoot! 

My niece had just had a baby and the in
laws were coming for a visit, so my Kobau stay 
was cut short. The weather looked to be turning 
anyway, so I left about noon on Friday and drove 
all the way to Calgary, thereby missing my chance 
for glory in the first scope contest. After seeing 
the family's new arrival the next morning, I drove 
home to greet the in-laws, burned out, but happy. 

For me, the highlights of the MKSP were 
Jupiter, the Veil with an 03, and MIL All were 
spectacular. Though some said the seeing wasn't 
as good as past years, finding and seeing detail in 
the Veil in my 8", proves it weren't too shabby. 

The best thing was the people. Star PARTY 
is a good name. Not wild and woolly, but friendly, 
fun and entertaining. I'll have to go again! 

- Dave Robinson 
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MEAdE E.T.X. 90 MM. MAksuTOV"CASSEGRAiN 

Extravagant advertising claims are 
nothing new in the world of astronomical 
equipment. So what is one to make of a telescope 
that claims the imaging capability of "the finest 
apochromatic refractors", yet retails for only 
$495. U.S.? Can it be true as the advertising 
insinuates, that the E.T.X. is as good as, or better 
than, that most revered, yet seldom seen of 
telescopes - the Questar? There are rumours 
that Questar is in some difficulty, and if true, 
Meade's assault with this new, much cheaper 
scope may prove to be the knock-out blow that 
puts Questar in the history books. 

To purchase this scope you must "buy 
Canadian" . A special arrangement between 
Meade and its Canadian distributors, does not 
allow the scope to be ordered via the mail from 
the U.S. Let's hope this doesn't become a trend 
with other astronomical products, because 
Canadian distributors are always more expensive 

than their U.S. counterparts. 
Regardless, for $540. CON, I was able 

to order the spotting version of the E.T.X. and 
have it delivered in four weeks. This also avoided 
the up-to-ten month waiting list that exists in the 
U.S., as a result of the tremendous demand. 

First impressions were generally 
favourable. The scope arrived well packaged in 
foam and cardboard, and appeared cosmetically 
perfect. Despite the use of A.B.S. plastic on the 
rear cell, the scope appears well designed. Dressed 
up with a nifty flip mirror system, quality multi
coating, precise focusser and a violet aluminum 
tube, the E.T.X. looks like a real gem. 

My first concern arose when upon trying 
to remove the overly tight lens cover, I proceeded 
to unscrew the entire objective corrector lens. 
Would this have occurred with a Questar? How 
carefully was this corrector, made of Grade-A 
BK7 optical glass, aligned to the primary, if it 
could be removed by hand? Not being an expert 
in optics this, at first, concerned me. My second 
concern arose upon trying to focus and align what 
turned out to be a useless and ill conceived finder. 
This 8x21 correct image finder is of poor quality, 
and placed so close to the eyepiece as to be a 
nuisance. It has since been removed and found a 
more loving home in my son's treasure box. A 
more appropriate finder for this scope might be 
one of the smaller one- power finders, such as 
Televue's Qwik-Point. 

Continuing in the critical vein, I was 
disappointed to discover that when Meade 
advertised "straight through viewing", they meant 
that this was only obtainable with their image 
correct inverter. This inverter, intended for 
terrestrial observing, is not of the same high quality 
as the flip mirror that Meade recommends for 
astronomical viewing. Dealers infonned me that 
no adapter existed that would allow for straight
through viewing. Still searching for a lightpath 
devoid of a photon grabbing, reverse imaging 
mirror, I dismantled the inverter, and with a few 
of its pieces was able to create a mirrorless image, 
with albeit, a tenuous hold on the eyepiece. 

Advertising claims aside, how does this 
scope, weighing only 3 pounds and under a foot 
long, perfonn optically? Star testing has convinced 
me that Meade has a real winner on its hands. 
Alan Dyer, noted optical expert, and no stranger 
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to Edmonton, had an opportunity to scrutinize 
the face of Jupiter with the E.T.X. while attending 
the General Assembly. He seemed pleased with 
its perfonnance and suggested that the scope could 
be mentioned in the same breath as Questar. 

My own star testing has indicated a mirror 
of exceptional smoothness. This is indicated by 
diffraction rings that are of a remarkably unifonn 
brightness. Inside and outside focus are consistent 
with what one would expect of quality optics, 
being nearly identical. Of course, this is an 
obstructed telescope, with a secondary that accounts 
for a total mirror obstruction of 9.6%. Theoretically, 
this should result in some loss of image contrast, 
at least as compared to a refractor. To my eyes, 
image contrast was excellent, especially compared 
to Schmidt-Cassegrains, which often have 
secondary obstructions of 30% or more. Black 
sky, crisp limb of the moon without a hint of 
false colour; the scope went through its paces 
easily, and when kept below about 160x, gave 
about as much bang for the buck as one could 
hope for. 

One of the great pleasures of a small scope 
is its portability. The spotter version of the E.T.X. 
would work well on even a light camera tripod. 
If you must have equatorial tracking ability, and 
I would suggest that this is optional, then buy the 
more expensive astro-version. But remember 
that with the astro-version you will need a flat 
surface, like a table or a car hood, and that this 
support should be high enough to facilitate 
comfortable viewing near the zenith. 

If you already own a larger scope on an 
equatorial mount, then the E.T.X. may prove the 

perfect addition to it. Riding on top of my C-
11, the E.T.X. looks like it belongs, and I enjoy 
the opportunity of comparing its refractor-like 
views to the view in the main scope. 

The scope comes standard with a quality 
Series 4000 26 mm eyepiece. This, when mated 
to the 1250 mm focal length, yields 48x 
magnification. Other accessories, which much 
be purchased separately, include a T-adapter for 
astrophotography and a scope carry bag. If only 
Meade were to create an adapter for straight 
through viewing, the list would be complete. 

To whom will this scope appeal? Unless 
you are a specialist in 15th mag galaxies, the 
E.T.X., smaller than your coffee thermos, will 
keep you happy with great perfonnance on planets 
and Messiers. I like small telescopes for all the 
same reasons that one might fish with ultralight 
tackle or climb Mount Everest without an oxygen 
mask. There is great sport and satisfaction to be 
realized from using minimal equipment. The 
amateur who continually moves to bigger scopes, 
never satisfied, might find the prescription for 
his/her ailment to be a smaller, not a larger, 
telescope. The joy of the "hunt" is the essence 
of amateur astronomy, the capture of the elusive 
quarry, only a delightful bonus. Equipped with 
the E.T.X., you have a quality instrument that 
compares well to scopes costing much more. 
Excepting a severe case of aperture fever, it is a 
purchase you will not regret. 

- Chris Robart 

Author Chris Robart, 
pictured left, at the 1996 
Alberta Star Party. He 
observes with 
binoculars, an SCT, and 
of course, the E.T.X! 
- Ed. 

Photo by 
Ben Gendre. 
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This year's annual Perseid Meter event 
proved, for this intrepid observer, to be an exercise 
in being quick on one's feet! With twilight 
approaching along with the requisite (again .. ) 
summer thunderstorm, it seemed likely that nothing 
at all would be seen from the areas along the 
storm's track (the city, etc.). However, after a 
quick phone conversation with fellow U of A 
student John Shaw, a consensus was quickly arrived 
at in the face of the oncoming electrical nuisance .. 

In short order, having escaped to the 
quickly darkening farmlands beyond Camrose, 
more than 60 km's to the south-east, with the 
anvils now covering the whole northern sky below 
Polaris, we settled down to watch the event. 
The skies to the south and west looked promising..it 
seemed that we would see something after all. 
We were not disappointed ! 

As meteors flashing out of the radiant 
continued to compete with the almost continuous 
lightning display in the north, a scan of the brilliant 
Milky Way through the 7x50s showed both the 
North America Nebula and the easily visible 
glow of the approaching Comet Hale-Bopp. 
Interestingly enough, many of the brighter meteors 
in the early portions of the display seemed to 
arrive in the period before midnight, including a 
-2 or -3 streak that passed near the rising Saturn, 
leaving a smoke trail that lasted for seconds 
afterward. 

departing storm wrack. Eventually, however, the 
ever present Alberta "summer observing 
companions" forced us away from the site shortly 
before 3 a.m .... but not without the final reward 
of a -5 fireball racing down to the southern horizon 
as we departed! 

This just goes to show that once in awhile, 
we can win a round in our endless battle with the 
atmospheric "forces of darkness". That, combined 
with all that we saw, made this escape a most 
worthwhile one! 

- David Go/dingay 

Photo by Robert Martin. 

Library ~ 
Update ~ 

We weren't prepared, mentally, for Comet 
Hyakutake. On March 23, everyone arrived at 
Blackfoot armed with finder charts for the comet. 
Over and over again that night the scenario 

repeated: vehicle creeps to a halt, doors open, 
people emerge, and "Whooooeeeeee!!!!", "Holy 
(whatever)!!!!!" "Wooow!!! Look at that!!!!" 

........ finder charts? 
Comets have frequently ,been fuzzy 

smudges that you felt quite good about just finding. 
Hyakutake was a huge thing with all this changing 
detail. And I for one didn't understand a lot that 
I was seeing, or why. After a difference of opinion 
with my observing partner about the orientation 
of the comet's tail, I found a book in the centre's 
library called COMETS, Laurel L. Wilkening, 
ed. If you want to be really ready for Comet Hale
Bopp, have a look at this book. 

It has a lot of stuff like: 

J~QdR = 1 

Re 

Other unique sights and sounds filled in it. Just ignore it, because it also has wonderful 
the night as time went on. Several "paired" meteors diagrams and photographs that explain what you're 
appeared in the hours after midnight, and as seeing and why it's happening. 
coyotes welcomed the Pleiades into view in the For the information of new members, and 
east, a flickering flash above alerted us to a bright maybe as a clarification for renewing members, I 
meteor falling north-westward through the would like to explain how our library works. All 

members can check out library materials: if you 
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aren't sure that Richard or I will recognize you, 
be prepared to show your membership card. All 
books are due at the next meeting, with the option 
of renewal. We ask that you bring books to the 
meeting for renewal, because we get a truer idea 
of demand. At present, archival items cannot be 
checked out. Actually, they aren't even on display. 

In library news: culling, replacement, 
and filling in gaps are in progress. One way council 
has recommended to replace missing books, is to 
ask for donations from the membership. Does 
anyone have a Brief History of Time that they no 
longer need, and was not given to them as a gift 
from someone they live with? Howard Gibbins 
has offered his copies of Amateur Astronomer's 
Handbook (Muirden, 1983) and Celestial Basic 
to replace those missing from the library. George 
Maher spotted a copy of Burnham's Vol.1 he will 
try to get for us, a greatly appreciated gesture, 
considering how difficult it is to find an isolated 
volume. 

When the book revision is finished, the 
next project will be our periodicals. At the 
November meeting, we would like members to 
complete a short questionnaire to give us an 
understanding of our needs in this area. So, during 
the next month, think periodicals. What periodicals 
do you read? Would you use a library of past 
issues? Actually, while you're at it. why not think 
library, in general? Do you use the library? If 
you don't. would you if we had different books 
or magazines? What types? 

As mentioned at the last meeting. we have 
two new, donated books. Bruce McCurdy has 
donated The Night Sky, An Observer's Guide by 
Dennis L. Mammana, and Joanne Paulson has 
donated (I Can Read About) The Sun & Other 
Stars by Richard Harris, a Troll book for young 
children. 

And, finally, the delinquent list. A 
reminder to those whose books are overdue, that 
you still have them, and need to return them .. 

Michael Hoskinson* 
Visual Astronomy of the Deep Sky Jan. 
Messier Album Feb. 
How to Make a Telescope Mar c h 
Astronomy - Journey to the Cosmic Frontier 

May 

Paul Hoskinson -
Hitch Hiker's Guide to the Galaxy 

David Roles -
The Great Comet Crash 
The Surface of Mars 

Drew Paterson -
Stardust video 

Jim Cornish
Starlight Nights 

Jan. 

March 

March 

April 

Andrae Marchak - June 
Complete Manual of Amateur Astrollomy 
Prism & Lens Making 
Telescope Building with John Dobson video 
Telescope Building reprints 

Hans Steidl - June 
Deep-Sky Observing with Small Telescopes 
Tum Left at Orion 

Ben Gendre - June 
Basic Photography 

Larry Wood - June 
Camegie Atlas of the Galaxies, Vol.1 

(*delinquent of the month) 

• Sharon Tansey 

Magazine Subscription Renewals 

Members renewing magazine subscriptions are 
advised to obtain United States Money Orders 
payable to the appropriate magazine, and forward 
them to Mel Rankin, Treasurer, RASC, Edmonton 
Centre: 

Astronomy Magazine .............. $30.00 (U.S. Funds) 

Sky and Telescope Magazine .. $37.00 (U.S. Funds) 

Forward to: Mel Rankin 
4203 - 106B Ave. 
Edmonton, AB. T6A I K7 
(ph# 469-3066) 



A pall of gloom as thick as the overcast 
sky hung over a legion of potential observers at 
sunset of Eclipse Night. After a week of relatively 
clear skies, a system Alister calls a TROW AL 
had moved in during the day, which did not bode 
well for our chances to see this relatively rare 
event. As time ticked by, we realized we would 
not see the effect of the Harvest Moon apparently 
rising right into earth's shadow. Indeed, our 
chances of seeing anything at all did not look 
promising, and several families of budding 
observers headed for home. "Rats (approximately)! 
Wiped out again." I muttered curses as it looked 
like I would be wiped out for the fourth eclipse 
in a row, having never properly seen a total lunar 
eclipse. 

By 8:00, a few stars started to pop out 
overhead and the clouds showed signs of thinning 
out. Then a shout went up; a crescent of moonlight 
was visible, temporarily visible between bands 
of cloud in the east. People rushed from the 
Observatory to the lawn of Coronation Park for a 
first view through the trees. 

Our next good view came about ten 
minutes after totality had started. The sky continued 
to steadily improve, and soon Saturn popped into 
view just to the lower right of the Moon. The 
two made a superb pair in binoculars. A steady 
procession of perhaps a thousand people made 
their way by the telescopes in the Observatory 
proper, and on the nearby lawn where a number 
of RASC members had set up scopes and 
binoculars. 

While most of the equipment was pointed 
at the Moon, I swung the C-14 with its smaller 
field towards Saturn, coincidentally in opposition 
this very night. I was rewarded with an assortment 
of gasps, exclamations, and appreciative comments. 
One elderly lady mentioned that this was the first 
time she had seen it since she was a teenager 
over fifty years ago, and it looked even more 
beautiful than she remembered. Others remarked 
on the lineup of four moons clustered to one side 
of the rings . 

The Moon itself showed a subtle coloration, 
which various observers classified from rusty 
orange to deep copper. Right as totality ended 
around 9:30, it showed a beautiful three-dimensional 
effect which is normally absent in a full Moon. 
Later, as Earth's shadow swept across the Moon's 
face, one could see that its curve was of substantially 
larger radius than the Moon itself. The view was 
equally rewarding through telescope, binoculars, 
or naked eye. 

A large group of RASC members helped 
ensure the public got an eyeful of the last total 
eclipse until 2000. Among regular Observatory 
volunteers were Frank Florian, Lorraine Kirby, 
Teresa Krukoff, George Maher, Robert (Marvin) 
Martin, Bruce McCurdy, Ed Newcombe, and Larry 
Wood. Other people volunteering their time, 
expertise, and/or personal equipment were Steve 
Bergens, Alister Ling, Franklin Loehde, Cathy 
MacKinnon, Mel Rankin, Chris Robart, Dave 
Robinson, and Dave Roles. Many hands made 
light work, and an enjoyable time was had by 
all. Franklin, Robert and Dave Roles all found 
time to attempt some photography, the results of 
which we should see at a future meeting. 

Elsewhere, Janet Couch, Russ Sampson, 
and Krista Stefan had a special eclipse showing 
at St. Cecilia Junior High in N.E. Edmonton. 
Although they got a fine view, the weather reduced 
the turnout to about 40 observers. David Goldingay 
put a group of cadets through their astronomical 
paces as reported elsewhere in Stardust. 

Throughout the city, members showed 
the eclipsed Moon-Saturn pair to family and friends. 
One such person was Larry Hotton, who had been 
injured when rear-ended by a semi on his way to 
our September meeting, and was unable to lift 
his lO-inch Meade or to hold his binoculars. 
Upon the excellent suggestion of Stardust editor 
Harris Christian, arrangements were made to deliver 
one of our Astroscan loaner scopes to Larry as a 
"get well soon" present. Larry, his family, and 
about ten neighbours enjoyed a fine view of the 
eclipse. 

Back at the Observatory, as the partial 
phase ended, the sky again filled in, and by midnight 
it was raining. Who says our luck is always bad? 

- Bruce McCurdy 
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This month sees Jupiter heading into the 
sunset as Saturn shifts farther into the evening 
sky. Mars and Venus are fine morning objects, (if 
you are a morning person). Mercury is in superior 
conjunction with the Sun on Oct 31, and emerges 
into the evening twilight in November. Venus 
heads away from Earth in its orbit, and shrinks in 
the telescope. On October 15, Venus is 14.8" and 
by Nov 15 it will shrink to 12.7", when it will be 
1.316 a.u. away. I watched Mars pass through the 
Beehive this September, and I remembered its 
splendid passage in October of 1994. I have noted 
that it will be 5.9" by Nov. 15, when it will be 
1.587 a.u. away from the Earth. Mars presents a 
useful telescopic disk from about 6" upward, so 
if you are an early riser, you can start watching it 
over the next while and expect to actually see 
something. 

Jupiter is heading toward the fall twilight, 
so this is your last chance to see it so low on the 
ecliptic. The next time will be 12 years down the 
road in 2008, thank God! Jupiter is 5.29 a.u. away 
on October 15, and displays a 37.2" disk. Saturn, 
on the other hand, is high in the sky and is 8.555 
a.u. away on October 15, displaying a 19.3" disk. 
The interplay of Saturn's satellites, the subtle 
details in the rings and on its cloud decks, make 
Saturn a wonderful telescopic object. 

The minor planet (3) Juno is at opposition 
this month as well. It will be only 11 degrees 
away from Saturn. It will be 1.117 a.u. away at 
magnitude 8.1 at mid-month. It is a fine binocular 
object and is easy to spot from the city. Finder 
charts will be available at the meeting. Till next 
month, clear skies. 

- Murray Paulson 

FELLOW ASTRONOMERS'LOOKING 
OUT FOR EACH OTHER 

It is a pleasure to know that there are a 
great bunch of astronomers in the Edmonton Centre 
when one of us is down and out. I could not 
have enjoyed the spectacular views of the lunar 
eclipse of September 26, 1996 if it wasn't for 
members of our Centre. Many thanks go out to 
Harris Christian for arranging an Astroscan 
telescope for me to use during my recovery from 
a motor vehicle accident. It is much easier to 
lift this Astroscan than my SCT! I would like to 
also thank Bruce McCurdy for delivering the 
telescope to my home, and Larry Wood for calling 
and checking up on me. It is nice to know that 
my fellow astronomers look out for each other. 

MAY THE SKIES EVER CLEAR(?) 

- Larry Hotton 

Thursday nights during the school year, I 
exchange my astronomy hat for the headdress of 
her Majesty's Armed forces, but on the 26th of 
October, the locally visible total lunar eclipse let 
me put on both, for once. 

First sighted by one of the younger cadets 
a scant few minutes before totality, the moon was 
shortly brought to my attention, and in short order, 
the entire squadron joined me on the parade square 
to view the spectacle of the orange-to- brick red 
moon, next to Saturn. 

Comments such as "The moon looks like 
it's dipped in blood!" soon ensued. From this 
and other comments, it was obvious to this observer 
that the event was enjoyed by one and all. 

- David Goldingay 
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, 
I can only think of one other star party 

that was as bad as this year, for observing. That 
was an Alberta star party that was held at Kinbrook 
Island, where we endured a thunderstorm every 
night! While thunderstorms were not responsible 
for the poor observing at this year's star party, 
lots of clouds were. I stayed up all of the first 
night, only to view very poor snatches of the 
brighter Messier objects. I should have gone to 
bed (sigh). 

Since I was staying at the hotel in Caroline, 
I went to bed late and was awakened early. I was 
therefore extremely tired on the next night. That 
night proved to be cloudy as well, at least at the 
start. Even though it was cloudy, I stayed until 
midnight hoping to get some observing in. Finally 
at midnight, I looked at the sky and realized it 
was socked in from horizon to horizon. That did 
it, I thought. I'm tired and I need some sleep. I -
went back to my hotel room in Caroline and slept 
through the skies that cleared up a mere 20 minutes 
after I went to bed. By aU reports, those few hours 
that I missed at the star party produced such clear 
and pristine skies as to rival Mount Kobau in 
quality. I COULD JUST SHOOf MYSELF. Come 
to think of it, I think this star party was the worst 
one I have ever attended .... 
. Even Larry Wood, who attended a wedding 
10 Red Deer, was able to get some observing in. 
Lar:ry was in Red Deer during the entire cloudy 
penod at the Star Party. He was enjoying a well 

prepared meal complete with some music and 
dancing. He got back to the star party just before 
the clouds cleared off and claimed that he was 
resolving objects as faint as 15th magnitude. I 
COULD JUST SHOOT MYSELF. 

Ben Gendre didn't really get an opportunity 
to do much photography, but he did enjoy the 
clear skies so much that he reserved a pier for 
himself. More on that later. Ben did set up the 
club's 18" telescope for Alister Ling and Bruce 
McCurdy to use as they toured the night sky. I 
should note that it was only on Alister's advice 
that I stayed as late as I did on the second night. 
Alister advised me that the skies were supposed 
to clear. However as midnight approached, I thought 
there was no chance of it clearing up, so I left. 
To make matters worse, both Bruce and Alister 
had comets on their observing list as did I. 
Everyone got glorious views of Comet Tabur. 

Just in case I haven't gotten across how 
I really feel, I COULD JUST SHOOT MYSELF. 

The organizational and social aspects of 
the party were great, though. My hat is off to the 
Eccles (the owners of the property) for vastly 
improving the site. The land has now been 
reclaimed and we have a flat, clean (not muddy) 
area from which to observe. As well, several post 
holes have been dug for the placement of piers 
to accommodate the astrophotographers. These 
piers greatly reduce the amount of time spent on 
polar alignment and are sturdy posts from which 
to mount fairly heavy equipment. Best of all, 
they're free! As mentioned before, Ben has already 
put his name on one for his astrophotography 
work. 

As always, one of the highlights and 
attractions of just about any star party I have 
attended, has to be the social functions. By all 
accounts, John Mirtle gave an excellent talk on 
astrophotography. I would tell you first hand what 
his talk was like, but you see, I wasn't there. 
(Note to the Editor ... Next time you need someone 
to write about star parties, pick someone with 
better luck). 

For me, this year was about getting together 
with old and new friends, and talking astronomy. 
I always like that aspect of going to star parties. 
It's a way of having fun without actually getting 
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any observing done. It's also amazing what you 
can learn from things that other people are doing. 
For those who like to build their own equipment, 
one can always find new ideas and ways to solve 
problems, from those who've already done the 
work! For those just beginning, a star party is a 
wonderful way of just getting basic information. 

As usual, the organizational efforts that 
went into the star party represented a lot of work. 
This work is always done behind the scenes and 
is never fully appreciated by the participants. 
Thanks to Rick and Cathy Weiss from Calgary, 
for all the time they have put into the development 
of the site. We now have a very nice site from 
which some serious and not so serious observing 
can take place. 

Would I go again? You bet! Even though 
I had rather poor luck this year in getting anything 
done that I actually wanted to do, I would go 
again. I always find star parties great fun. So 
next year, I'm taking along my lucky rabbit's 
foot and consulting with my astrologer. I'll then 
be sure to actually get some observing done at 
the next Alberta Star Party. 

- Paul Campbell 

Photo by Ben Gendre 

I have a great project in mind, that I would 
like to throw out to our readers as a daytime 
observing challenge. You may know how much I 
love my daytime observing. Last March/April, 
on two occasions just shortly after sunset, I observed 
Comet Hyakutake. I haven't heard of any similar 
observations. On 28 March, with the Sun only 
5.25 degrees below the horizon, and on 3 April, 

with the Sun only 4.5 degrees below the horizon, 
I observed the intense, bright, slightly orange 
nucleus of the Comet, with a bit of a tiny, fan
shaped inner coma and sharp spike. On both 
occasions, the Comet's elongation from the Sun 
was -45 degrees. I began to wonder where 
Hale/Bopp might be when in conjunction with 
the Sun, so that one possibly might be able to 
follow it right through conjunction in daylight. 

With the ephemeris from Megastar, I found 
some interesting configurations. Comet and Sun 
will be traveling eastward, and will be closest 
on the winter Solstice, 21 Dec. For about 10 
days on either side, the separation will remain 
fairly constant, a hefty 27 degrees, and only about 
26.5 degrees at closest elongation. Equatorial 
conjunction (when Comet and Sun have the same 
RA), takes place on the last day of the year. 
Ecliptic conjunction (when Comet and Sun have 
the same Ecliptic longtitude), occurs a day or so 
later. If the Comet is as bright as forecast, with 
such a good elongation, it should be possible, 
with accurate polar alignment and setting circles, 
to spot the bright nucleus in full daylight, right 
through from late evening when the comet 
disappears into post-sunset glare, to early morning, 
pre-dawn apparitions. Who would like to join 
me, in the dead of winter, in this venture? 

Requirements: telescope, on accurate 
polar alignment; well-aligned setting circles; 
low-to-medium-power eyepiece, well-focused 
previously on sunspots, Venus, some bright star, 
etc.; ephemeris of Solar and Comet positions 
from Megastar, E.C.U. or the NET. 

I invite as many observers as possible to 
join me in this project. If you wish, kindly get 
in touch with me and I can provide further details. 
In the months ahead, I will begin attempts at 
daylight observing, and keep you posted! 

- Lucien J. Kemble 

P.o.Box 220 
Lumsden, SK 

SOG3CO 
ph.(306) 731 3317 
fax (306) 731 3807 

e-mail: lkembie@eagle.wbm.ca 
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