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STARDUST

A monthly publication of the

ROYAL ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY OF CANADA

EDMONTON CENTRE

MEETING:

Monday October 19, 1970 8:00 p.m.

Maths and Physics Building, Room V-107

GUEST SPEAKER:

Professor Stillwell and Bob Nelson - "Safari To The Mexican
Eclipse .
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EDITORS' MESSAGE ' '

Although you may not have known it, the publication of Stardust
has been taken over by the observer's group with Don Schuh and myself as
co-editors.

We would like to thank David Roles for the job he has done, by
publishing Stardust in the last year, and hope that we will do as good of
a job.

Yes, we would like very much to have a successful newsletter, but
we do not feel that the editors should have to write it, and we will be phon
ing people, to try and obtain articles for Stardust.

Remember, your response will insure either a successful or un
successful newsletter.

Any articles, cartoons, ideas, beefs, in fact anything that you feel
may be of interest to other members, (scope of astronomy please), may be sent
to Brian Dowling at 9265 Strathearn Drive, Edmonton, at least 2-3 weeks before
the date of a general meeting in order that we may have it printed, and
delivered in time.

Thank you very much.

Brian Dowling
466-8559

PRESIDENTS' MESSAGE

One of the first reminders that I would like to make is that both
contests, the President's award and the Photography contest close on the
31st of October and if you are going to enter be sure and turn them in by
that date.

As this is my last President's message, I would like to thank all
members of the centre, our councils and the news media for the excellent co
operation I have received during my past 2 years as President.

Looking back the highlight was of course the General Assembly in
May and the great time that was had by all who participated in it.

It;is good to see the observers group moving along so well and any
one who has not taken in these meetings Is missing Out on the practical side
of Amateur Astronomy. For futher information contact Bob Blaxley, Pres. of
the observers group for an insight Into the exciting times ahead.

We have all been looking forward to our speakers for our October
meeting, Prof. Stillwell and Bob Nelson on their eclipse expedition to Mexico.
It will be a treat for us but it is too bad that their films were not completed
in time to give the talk at the General Assembly so that all members of the
Society could have enjoyed it.
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A reminder to our Banquet to be held on November 9, 7:30 p.m. at
the Faculty Club. Our guest speaker xfill be Dr. Gordon Hodgson from Calgary.
His topic will be ''The Origin of Life in Outer Space" and his findings of
his research on the Apollo Moon rocks in co-operation with N.A.S.A.

A Word from the Secretary;

Since this is the first meeting of the new term, I would like to
urge all members very strongly to attend. Due to the regular date falling on
the Thanksgiving holiday we were able to change the date to a week later,
Monday, October 19th, arid of course, it is election night. This in itself
should be enough reason to make every effort to be there.

This year's banquet Will again be held at the Faculty Club of the
University of Alberta. Arrangements have been made and the date of the banquet
is Monday, November 9th. The sitdown time for the supper is 7:30 P.M. and the
price per person is $4.00. The guest speaker is Dr. G.W. Hodgens of Calgary
and his topic will be "Origin of Life in Space' .• This should be very interest
ing.

To avoid any mix-up which we have had previously it has been decided
that tickets for the banquet must be sold in advance. They will be available at
the October meeting and members should purchase them at that time as there are
only three weeks between that meeting and the banquet.

Those of you who were at the last meeting know that the Observers
Group has changed their meeting place from the Queen Elizabeth Planetarium to
the Victoria Composite High School, Vocational wing, Room 271. Their first
meeting took place on September 18th. Most of those who attended did have
some trouble finding the room. One must use the main door of the Vocational
Wing, which is located on 108 Avenue and 102 Street. As you enter the building
yqu turn left and go up a flight of stairs to the first floor and look for 271
on your right side. Do riot try to enter at Kingsway, it's a long way off. The
next meeting for the Observers Group will be on October 16th. All other meet
ings fall on each Friday after our Monday regular meeting. The President of
the group has a very good program in mind and anyone who plans to actively
participate better attend the next meeting. On other weekends the group meets
informally at private homes which•* is very encouraging as it would serve the
purpose of members getting to know each other better. GoodLuck for a, Success
ful Year.' ''.' '"" •-.;•:..• i.-fST-f-;.

To the Observers' Group; '•'"' - <o i

If I recall correctly, the group subscription for 'Sky and Telescope"
expires by the end of the year. To make things easier for yourself and for those
responsible to collect the money, I would like to suggest that you pay for your
subscription as soon as possible in order to insure continued good service. We
have been notified by the magazine that the group subscription has gone up 50c
per year, making it now $5.50 in U.S. money. The subscription is available to
all members of the center, providing that their membership has been paid in full-
Far, those members who are still receiving i:Sky and Telescope" and a single base,
paying $7.0Q per jrear, and whose subscription runs out sometime during the year,
they would have to join up with fHe group now and would be entitled to a refund
on their old subscription. For more information please contact me or



c

3.

Mr. Randy Moore at the next meeting.

Since I have decided not to stand for re-election as secretary again
this year, Iwould like to take this opportunity to express my thanks to those
members who served with me on the council for the last several years, and to
the membership at large for the fine co-operation which we have all enjoyed.
It wTindeed apleasure to work with you all, and Ihope that in some small
way I was able to contribute something to the society.

Ralph Ilaeckel

CANADIANS ON THE MOON

One result of the numerous space probes which have circumnavigated
the Moon during recent years has been the discovery and mapping of previously
unknown craters, particularly on the far side of the Moon. During the past
three years, aspecial committee established by the International Astronomical
Union has been selecting names for these newly discovered features. It was
decided that the craters should be named after distinguished scientists and
astronauts who are no longer living, with six exceptions. Those six «cejtlon.
are the astronauts of Apollo 3 and Apollo 11. Of the approximately 500 people
whose names will be attached to lunar craters six were leading Canadian
scientists. These six, and the positions of "their craters are as follows.-

C.A. Chant

J.S. Foster

F.S. Hogg

A. McKellar

R.M. Petrie

(1865-1956) 41S, HOW. First Director of the David Dunlap
Observatory and, for many years, editor of the
publications of this society.

(1890-1964). 23N, 142W. Professor of Physics at McGill
University.

(1904-1951). 34N, 122E. Former director of the David Dunlap
Observatory.

(1910-1960). 16S, 171W. Astronomer at the Dominion Astrophysical
Observatory, Victoria. Noted for his work on
molecular spectra.

(1906-1966). 45N, 108E. Director of the Dominion Astrophysical
Observatory and Dominion Astronomer, noted for his
work on the luminosities of B-type stars.

J.S. Plaskett (1865-1941) 82N, 175E. Former director of the Dominion
Astrophysical Observatory, noted for his work on
the rotation of our Galaxy.

D. Hube
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Observing Notes •' '

Mercury - Except for a few days, the planet is too close to the sun
for observation, superior conjunction occurring on the 27th.

Venus - Although it sets an hour after the sun, it is so low in the
• southwest at sunset, that it will not be easily seen this month.

Mars - It is a morning star, rising in the east about 2 hours before
the sun. . •'•••

Jupiter - Sets about an hour after the sun, but it is too close to the
sun for any easy observation, •*.•. : • f Jt'

Is the most favourably placed planet in October, rising
i-1/2 hours after the sup in the middle of the month, with
magnitude1 of 0.0. It is in the constellation Of Aries, and
is visible nearly all night. Titan, Saturn's brightest moon,
will be about four ring diameters east of the planet on the
nights of October 2-3, and 17-13, and about the same distance
to the west on the 9-10 and 25-26. The rings will be inclined
22° to our line of sight, with the south face visible.

.Uranus - Cannot be easily seen this month.

Neptune - In eastern Libra, it sets about 2 hours after the sun in the
middle of the month.

r -, • 1

., «., Saturn;

Pluto - Unless you have a 10-inch or larger, forget it. If you do.
have a 10-inch or larger, this planet will move across two

,, galaxies in Come Berenices, aiding identification of the 14th
magnitude planet.

On the night of October 21st, the Orionid Meteors will reach a peak.
However, the quarter moon will brighten the ;skies, and make observations more
difficult. The radient of this shower is near 6h 20m, 15°.

ffl Disquieting Thoughts ?

Sir James Tirrell of London's Holyscone Observatory has devoted a
good part of his long career alerting .the scientific community to the grave
threat posed by the 'cloud crisis". An exhaustive study of meteorogical data
has led Tirrell to the conclusion that the number, size and density of clouds
has increased sharply in recent years, and that if this growth goes unchecked,
the sheer weight of these monsters will overcome the natural forces which keep
them airborne. Tirrell also believes that cloud growth goes in cycles, and the
greater crater in Arizona-and Lake Baikal in the Soviet Union may have been
caused by cloud impacts. He has long opposed what he calls "The fluffy-white
psychosis'*. "People think these things are some kind of candy fluff covered
with angles. Nothing could be further from the truth. They're the icebergs
of the air, and when they fall, there's goin$ to be a real mess:i.
(reprinted from National Lampoon, August, 1970)-
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COMET ABE 1970g

This comet is a 6'th magnitude object between the constellations
of Hercules, and Corona Borealis. It seems fairly faint, and the tail is
difficult to see. Positions for October are as follows: October 1, 16hr 16m,
28° 42': 6, 16h 10m, 23° 46'; 11, 16hr 07m, 19° 38'; 16, 16hr 04m, 16° 08*;
21, 16hr 02m, 13° 08': 26, 16hr 00m, 10° 31'; 31, 15hr 59m, 8° 12'.

The overall appearance of the comet is one of a globular cluster,
with an extremely compressed, starlike center. The glow of the comet seems to
spread around it, and off to one side.

In binoculars, Comet Abe appears to be a slightly out of focus
star.




