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"Evolation " will be the subject of our Februsry
, 1 at the Planetarium on February 9 at
8:15 p.m. The speaker will be Don Macpherson, long an

for a

- ~active member of the Observers' Group, We look
E‘Wﬂ 'tme. i

Y

' fnotner Lunar Edmonton will be able (weather permititing) to witness 'a
‘Belipse partial eclipse of the moon in the early morning of

: March 2. At mid-eclipse some four-fiths of the moon
= —  ~———wiil be-cbserved, - Times are a3 Pollows: '

Moon enters umbra 2;52 M.8.T.
Time of mid-eclipse 29 M.5.7T.
Leaves umbra 8;05 M,5.T,

As’the moon sets at about 7:2k, we shall not be able 6 witness the' end of

- the eclipse. PBut hare is a good chance for our newly-revived Photographic

Division to ses what it can do,

+ The Planets Venus is still a brilliant evening star visible for four

. . hours after sunset, Mars is high in the sky for the greater
part of the might. Jupiter and Saturn have become mording stavs, They will
be quite close to the moon, low in the south-sast, on the mornings of February

» 12 and"13, Mochrise on these days will be 5:46 and 6:38 respectively. Look

for them well before aunrise, which is just before B o'clock on these days.’

%&@ﬂ . Apparently there is a movement afoot to revitalize the:;htunct
sion-- ... .Photo Division, There has been considerable interest im-
F.Toshde - ' photography lately, perhaps spurréd on by the Planetarium's

need for any and all photographic "captures" of the astropomical
world, It would appear that many of our group have talsnts along this line,
even with Brounié Box Cameras. With such talent being presently wasted, Bill
Cable, one of our newer membera, thought a get~together would be a good idea.
He Has wolunteered his services to act as co-ordinator of "the group. At our
next meeting (February 9) he wants to corral those with cameras of all shapes and

+'Bizes over a cup of coffee, and maks plans for such things as the eclipse of the

planet Mercury by the moon, and the next Vemus-Moon conjunction, Remember,
photo-hounds! Turn up on February 9 at the Planetarium,
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OB ERVING THE AURCRA##PART I

Sinuamq,lsﬁz members of the Observers' Group of the Edmonton
Centre have been daimraguhrnbnmﬂmndth&wbuualu. Until the
. beginning of the IGY, all reports were forwarded to the National Geographical
Bwintr—-cmellm ty Survey Sentre at Ithaca, New York., However,
singe June 1957, all nmm ‘gone 1o the Canadian Visual Aurora Programms
which is headed by Dr M,Millman, National President of the Lur
observers hfe ,supmittad descriptions of 125k different displays -aurotas-®’
dmﬂum.rm.mum.ﬁm A total of 18 participants have taken
part in the programme, average of four observers active at any one time.
mlm“msurlis ays'were’ . £4Him. four observers, with the
mn;-mmmmumtmmwﬁmmmuau-mmu
two. !huawminmudorunminuarmubumra
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mﬂquﬁmﬂﬂmymmklpméurw' The first is that
you can keep regular notes on 'when you see aurorae and whén you d 't.aeeum_.
Just a date, time,i and a positive or negative indication is of 1p to our
survey. ﬁ'ﬁy too often, the only information received from'our ohumrs is
that there were aurore on certain nights, with no_attention being given to
clear nights with no avrorae and cloudy nights, Thus we have many gaps in our
survey..: Onl,yrtaoq uﬂaan 4t 1s nntahwa ‘:hunnmm' 6F dipplays ob

as aeat@w':n-ﬂ.‘lmte d:luplw, iu ‘the most tnpqrt.ant cdd!ﬂnn for our records.
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As a blgimi.ug toa m'a arﬁ.cimt survey of our night ukieu, ym nhonld
make notes on the presenge dr absence of aurorae whenever m are star-gaging.
Even if you'rs just out on the: back porch, it takes a sscond or two to glanee
northward and then only.a mifiufe or two to record’the results of your glance,

If you are really anxious to contribute mors, you could estimate the see ;
conditidns--claay, moonless, hazy, fogay, cloudy, hright clouds, étc.,’: hﬁ
in whiCh perte of the' sk~ the aurors' is,’ama how iuch of m:;@:} 1t coversi

In the next article we shall dispuss the rm-n and calor of the aurora a:ud
a simplified method of recording: iti 'Then in latér abticles we shall dibchss *
more-completely the wisual dnd photographie recording o of “'auro .‘ Should ycru
in thé meantime; wish 4o begin some fori of aurcra observations, forms
instructicns w1l be- m:llable a‘b t;na next mating aﬁae canu-e. e pea&yoai,
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“u:nmit' Fli I8 with” the greatest pleasure {fanfare) that we m.*lmlné_'h-ﬁ.
ﬁ U thet81lustrious’ obaerring frat.onﬂtjr the following I:een-ppd
Me i pﬁr{ma.g'ea'ff' - 3

H&lu!- Hﬂ.wiih-leahsr of thn snmr:.uq 11.;1:1;: of 'the nnrth, .a., nmm

£E2 ‘bbrealis:

'i\‘altu;' Sheerhan-=he 's dimt.}ng a doubla-h&mhd s.f.tank on both aurora
2 ‘and’ suns s 3

Tin= g Gurt -ﬂonlﬂtcﬁ go 'Iheae t‘wo. mt to ml’d'a alI the kw'!‘l:hriea d‘ a

SR GFe=ii= R e ST

W

a,.-..

3 .‘J i
Yo £ 7

"Jr,: g P ot Lo T It o Lo A AT




-3 -

Centre Wa ‘nalm- glad to receive the other day ajcopy of the Bullatin

francais mensuel of the Centre francais de Montreal. There is ewidence

that the Centre is a very -dctive one. Groups have been formed
for the observation of each of the following: moon, planeta, nebulae, novae,
meteors and artificial satellites, and for the recognition of the constellations,
There is also' a' special programme having as its object the purpose of correlating
observations made of solar activity, aurorae, short-wave radio reception, and
precipitation, Graphs will be drawn up in order to study these relationships.

“Here is one statement which we hope we may soon be able to print
regarding our own centre: "Since the lagt meeting the list of library books in

our possession has been distributed to our memhers," Merci bien, Montrealll
"And now —to the BBC in general, and CFRN-TV in particular, Why are
2 word" we not getting "The Nature of Things" on our local televiaion

programme? Here is an excellent science presentation that
Medicine Hat, Lloydminster, and points east, are getting, but which for some
reason is denied to Calgary, Red Deer, and Edmonton., Surely this would be
preferable to much of the tripe which is being dished out to us with a "scilence"
tag attacjedf We hope that any of our members having connsctions with TV will say
a word or two where it will do some good.

Ohnsrvatgg Yes, we still lack one. However, not all the news is bad. .

. Loe| For example, our lovely L' refractor is being moved over to the
planetarium for ours and public use. We hope the city

will build a proper tripod for the telescope in the near futurs, so, befgre-

long--The Wonders of the Universe!--first-hand. s R

The Care of  The following editorial, which we re-print from the Halifax
TeEuans "Galaxy! (with their kind permission, #e trust) seems to us

“to be s0 useful that we thought it well worth while passing on
to cur members, What follows is directly gquoted:

Only the hardier ones try to carry on an obeerving programme
during the winter months unless adequate facilitées for protectiom from
the pisrcing wind and near sero temperature is availables. Thus with
time on our hands I am sure you will agree that a wonderful cpportunity
exists to check over your telescope and clean your mirrer, This does not
mean that good care should not be given to your telsscope at all times
and under such conditione a mirror should not need cleaning for years,

Good care for a rirror consists of taking it aleng with the
telescope tube, if & portable, into the house when not in use, Here the
tube should be placed in a closet elther upside down or with proper
plastic end covers to prevent the accumulation of dust. In very damp
climates unless the mirror is guartz-silicon coated over the aluminizing
sach miroscopic particle of dust or grit mey catalyse the moisture
observing in a breese, carrying dust, gently dust off the mirror's surface
session of abserving,
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If you have previously attempted to clean your mirror look
at itssurface in the sunlight, and if you notice tiny scratches on its
surface, your method of cleaning is probably wrong - too much pressure.
ﬂlm*ai:th a gently rotary motion and remember microscopic dust partinlna
in t.ha form of silica are pmmnt on most new cleaning nluﬂm.

An Often washed fuzzy bath towel or face t':lﬂ‘hh, which has 1ta
uiliu-a whashed out, can be safely used to wash your mirror, Use a mild
‘solution of Dreft or any detergent, and, without sensihle pressure on the
mirror, gently swab it with a rotary. mtim holding the mirror on sdge
while doing so. Then rinse off the solution with distilled water since . :
ordinary tap water often has so much mineral matter in it that it will cloud
up the mirror, After rinsing off the soapy water solution with distilled
watsr, you may notice timywater droplets on the mirror's surface., Take a
‘dry plece of fuzzy nap cloth, and without semsible pressure wipe off these
drops of distilled water with a rotary motion, Replac: mirror in cell and
collimate by your favourite methed.

. -

The met.inga nf the Edmonton Centre, Royal Astronomical Society of {}a.nad-u.,
are held in the Queen Elizabeth Flsnetarium, Coronation Fark, on the second
Thursday of sach month from Ogtober to May dinclusive. Visiters are welcome,

EDImRr ETAHBUET S.. Page, -E-hl;.h-lll Street Edmonton A ;--—'—'
SBCRETARY, EDMONTOM CENTRE : Dr. D, R. Crﬂsb?, 7821 Saskatchewan-
Irive, Edmmt.cm. o



