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Az write this (11:30 p.m., September 22), the Sun is
passing the celestial equalor, leading geese and
geezers south for an exlendsd winter vacation. The
fieeting time around the autumnal equinox is probably
my favourite period of the entire year. A temporary
balance is achieved between warm days and cool
nights of equal duraticn as the Sun enters the (dare |
say it?) asirological sign of Libra, the Scales.

This is a great time for planetary observing. Firston

TR

The increasingly active Sun is still adequataly placed
for shirtsleeve study, yet gets out of the way in plenty
of time for evening observing sessions which can last
even longer than Council meetings. The patient gazer
can observe the slars of summer, autumn, and finally
winter over the course of a single, decently mild,
mosquito-free night. Most of the northern Milky Way,
from galactic centre to outer rim, is visible for at least
part of the night, but far much of the evening the exira-
galactic domain of Pegasus, Andromeda et al is
extremely well placed.

ith three upcoming meteor showers (the

anybody’s list has to be good old planet Earth. Havingl,  Giacobinids, Orionids and Leanids) and the ever-

thrived through a long, beautiful summer, creatures
and vegetation of all sorts react with a sense of
urgency to the unmislakeable crispness of the air.
As squirrels busily steck up for an expected harsh
winter, flocks of migratory birds can be spotted taking
Ihe long flight. In preparation for their own hibernation,
frees and shrubbery have been suddenly red-shifted,
and on clear days provide a fabulcus contrast to deep
blue skies. As the Sun sets, its leavings, like tha
vagetation, are also dominated by the red end of the
spectrum, a stunning example of natural art imitating
lifa. Of the "other” planets, the giants of the solar
system have both climbed to their highest in the sky

present possibility (threat?) of Aurora, there is indeed
something for everyone. This month the Edmonton
enfre of the RASC offers at leasl three compelling
asons for its mambers and guests to get ofi that
uch and experience the natural beauty of the night
r yourselves, First and foremost is the George
oores Astronomy Workshop, running the weekend
f October 16-18. Located at the St. John's School
bout an hour's drive soulhwest of the city, this
stronomical retreat includes talks and information
sessions, food, accommeodations, and (with luck) dark
sky observing sessions for a very reasonahle cost.

for several years. Both Jupiter and Saturn are now | Oyr usual monthly observing sessions are scheduled

well-placed for evening observation, soaring ever
higher towards their grand conjunction which will mark
the turn of the millenntum. COver the past week, |
personally have enjoyed three separate, extended
sessions of planet-watching, mainly through high
quality saven and aight-inch ielescopes. In addition
ta a number of shadow transits and eclipses involving
its four large moons, Jupiter is displaying an
excaplional amount of datail in its southern aquatorial
belt, especially in the vicinity of the Great Red Spot,
Saturn, meanwhile, has allowed occasional glimpses
of its subtle Crepe Ring and even more elusive
Encke's Division, With the help of our Observer's
Group Chair, the redoubtable Larry Wood, | even
imagined one of the famous "spokes" through the
Observatory’s 14-inch SCT. The harvest seasan dlso
proffers a cornucopia of visual delights to stargazers,

for the following weekend, October 23-24, at the
Elackioot Staging Area, a half hour's drive east of the
city. The silvery sliver of the Moon will exit stage west
shortly after the Sun, leaving a long night for deep
sky and planetary observing. Finally, the Pulic
Obsarvatory at the Edmonton Space & Science
Centre will b2 open every clear weekend evening and
afternoan. Although less than ideal, urban skies still
allow first-rate observing of the Sun, planets, double
stars and open clusters.

Don't forget that Halloween provides an excellent
chance for those among us with telescopes to share
Jupiter, Saturn and the Moon with nelghkbourhood kids
and parents. Enjoy autumn while it lasts. All too soon,
the most colourful thing about our local environment
will be the adjectives we use to describa it,

- Bruce McCurdy



SASKATCHEWAN
SUMMER
STAR
PARTY

Star Parly season |s a time for planning. Planning holiday time, for thosa of us who are not self-employed.
Planning babysitting, housesitling and itinerary. Who, what, when and where? The "why", is obvious. Itisa
time to travel huge distances, struggle with packing, fight with tent assembly, drag along a camper or trailer,
put up with heat, bugs, campfires, spot-light flash lights and sometimes inclament weather; this, all for the
pleasure of co-mingling with ather obsessive-compulsives who have this almost instinctual need to home in
with others of our species, the Red-faced, Bleary-eyad Astronomar|

This year, my choice was the Saskatchewan Summer Star Party in Cypress Hills. After attending in '97, | was
imprassed wilh the organizational skills of the Regina and Saskatoon RASC Centres. So, with the required
haliday time safely booked, | proceeded to plan. Sharon Tansey was able to incorporate star party with a
month lang trip to the States. Two less compatible people (with the exception of married couples) have never
shared such an enjoyable travel time.

So Sharon packed her Ford Taurus wagen ready for a month of holidays and still had room to squeeze in a
deep freeze while | burdened my Dodge half-ton to the max, inefficiently using every square inch, for & two-
weak trip,

Afler a ane-night stopover in Drumheller, we proceedad to Cyprass Hills on Thursday marning, congratulating
ourselves on having the foresight to arrive early. To our chagrin, the Meadows campground was filling rapidly
and some residents were aliens (i.e. not of the astronomer species). We managed to find two sites in the
opan, and adjacent to those of similarilk. Struggling with a2 new tent and shady tarp (lemperalures in the mid-
thirties), a trip to the heat-sensor, free showers, a nap and a meal: we were ready for a good night's observing.

The weather had been hot but eévening brought very comfortable temperatures. My Messier list was shortened
considerably. Inlerspersed with some wonderful Milky Way sights revisited, and good views of Saturn and
Jupiter, the night passed quickly.
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