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Aﬂer a long day at work, the UI'I]}I’ thmg that drove me onward 1o Blackfoct was knowing the fresh air
and stars would rejuvenate me. We took Pegay, my writing pal, along with us, and she turned out to ba a great
participating audience for the best sky-show Bob and | have seen with the Club ‘scope. Arriving in evening
light, it felt odd 1o set up the 18" visually instead of by memaory. The site filled up quickly with close to twenty
vehicles and people. A trio of young observers telescope-hopped throughout the night.

The show commenced with the first line-up: Procyon, Gapella, Arcturus, Pollux, Castor and Reguius
harmonizing a confident prelude. This gave us a chance to cool our instruments and tune our eyes silently,

Sirius broke in 1o shatter the still rim of southern horizon. Several times, a pair of geese in & halding
patiarn passed in noisy cadence, until the uniform of darkness finally clothed the area.

The Magle of a moonless, blue April sky began. Larry Wood found for us, a field of view bearing thirty
galaxies, in his estimation. | saw about eight with my partially trained eye. Still, with probably around 200
billion stars in'each galaxy, even | was seeing a trillion or so stars! (Do you think, perhaps, thal there are athar
life-bearing planats in the universe?!l}

Cne observer had his 10x50 binoculars set on a tripod and showed us some excellent views. Mdd, the
Praesepe open cluster, was swarming in the lenses, as the nickname The Beehive' suggests. At 6.3 mag.
ant B0’ across, it was zlso easy to spot, unaided eye, just above Delta Cancer.

A nice view to show the MNew Observing Trio was the Leo Trio; MES, ME6, and NGC 3628; also the
Whirlpool Galaxy, M51 in Canes Venatici, beautiful in the 18" with well-defined spiral arms. Its smaller
companion, MGG 5195, appears to be connected to M51, but these two galaxies aclually had their encounter
millian of years before our present view,

The highlight of the night with the Club ‘scope was viewing NGC 4565, a spiral galaxy in Coma Berenices
of comparable size to the Milly Way. lis almest perfectly edge-on presentation and brilliance with the gathering
ability of the large ‘scope, Iifted our observer's feet off the ground. (...or ladder, if your head is usually closer
to Earth than Lamy's...} Fear of heights, by the way, is no excuse to shun the Club Telescope; a 5'7" person
can approach most objects from the second rung.

We had 1o close the evening with the encore of M13, found raclining In Hercules, who is returning
ragardless of putting in a ot of overtime above the observation deck fast summer. With the 9mm Televue
Magler, it was the most breathtaking view | have had....from Earth, anyway.

In the morning, | went back to work with galaxies and clusters still shining in my mind's eye. Ask
Jeanette....| wore sunglasses for the first two hours at wark until my eves were light adapted. Is there & red-
aye galaxy out thera? - SBherrilyn Jahrig
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Notice:

Would the person who picked up Astrophofography by Barry Gordon at the April meeting, please return it
There seems to have been some confusion between the books to be given away and those George Graham
had just donated. Astrophafography is ong of the latter and we're not ready 1o give it up yet.

Donations, Donations

Over the previous two manths, we have been able to add some very useful books to the Centre library via
donations, As a reward for the efforts of Richard, Bruce, and (George Maher at Chapters Book Store, we
receivad Spiendours of the Universe - A Practical Guide fo Photographing the Night Sky by Terence Dickinson
and Jack Newton, 1997, You may have noticed this book featured in book stores in February: it's a lovely,
coffee-table-looking book, filled with practical information. Part 1 is "Getting Started: Camera & Tripod", part
2 "Tracking the Target: Milky Way Odyssey”, part 3 *Probing Deeper: Through the Telescope”, and part 4 is
“CCD Imaging”. Each part is liberally illustrated with photographs taken by the authors, so those of us who
prafer ta look at the results of other people's effarts will also enjoy the book.

On the subject of astrophotography, as mentioned above, George Graham donated Astrophotography by
Barry Gordon, 1985, Although this book is older, it contains timeless information on how photography works.
It has chaptars on exposure, image size and related data, easy subjects, subjects for the driven camera, for
long lenses. The basic equipment may have evolved, but the “how” and *why" are still valid.

George Graham picked up another gem for us: Owt of tha Darkness, The Planet Pluta by Clyde Tombaugh
and Patrick Moore, 1980, detalling Tombaugh's discovery of Pluto, “The book you are about 1o read will take
you on an apic journey of discovery. For two centuries astroncmers have been searching and studying the
outermost realm of the Solar System. Three planets - Uranus, Meptune, and Pluto - and their moons have
restlled, and the stories surrounding these discoveries have a sense of devotion and mystery that leads all
of us to look forward to the next striking discoveny”

At the March meeting the library also received a donation from Cathy MceKinnon. Inguiries from new members
made her decide to donate one of her own to the Centre. Sky Publishing's catalog describes The Stars by H.
A Rey, 1980, as “our all-time favorite guide to learming the consieliations. Written for alder kids and adulls, its
wonderlully warm, simple style has made it a top seller for more than 40 years. Classy cartoon illustrations
and star charts round out this fine guidebook.”

It's George's lurn again for “topic of the month". This month Re loaks at some of our many introductory books.

- Sharon Tansey
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ToiBeginmer’s Obscreing Gulde

The Edmonton Centre, R.AS.C., library has atleast 16 books on the subject of observing and | would
like to bring some of them to your attention to help you get off to a good start with your new interest, astronomy.

My first choice, published by the B.A5.C. head office in Toronto, is The Beginner's Ohserving Guide,
by Leo Enright, H.A.S.C. member. Frank Floran, Educational Services Manager, at Edmonton Space and
Science Centre, has chosen this book as a cormersione reference manual for his entry level astronomy
course, fnfroduction fo the Night Sky. Following, is a list of recently published books that cover most of the
same area, and it is up to you to choose a style and presentaticn that is suitable for you:

Guide fo Amateur Astronomy by Newton

Nightwalch by Dickinson
Skywatching by Lewy
Stargazing by Stott

Hurnham's Celestial Handbook by Roberl Burnharm, Jr.
(Volume One of Three - must read first 98 pagas).

After you have read one of the above lisled books, and Burnham's, vou may look up single topics ar
subject areas whera clarification, or a different presentation in another book, could help your understanding
of a section, Don'tforget to ask your fellow Club members for helpiul tips when understanding does not come
pasily. The next group of books is intended to put what you've learned inlo action, outside, under the stars:

Three Hundred Sixty Five Starry Mights by Rayma

Turn Left At Orion by Consalmaario
Whitney's Star Finder by Whitney
Stargazer by Philips
MNorton'’s 2000 Star Atlas and

Reference Handbook by Ridpath, Editar
The Messier Atbum by Mallas & Kreimer.

For infarmation on binoculars and telescopes, | refer you back to Sharon's article on page § of the
March Staroust, where other books having sections pertaining to observing, were featured. There are several
naw books available at the bookstore and we would like to have your comments on ones you have liked or
disliked, with a view to making additions to our stock in the fulure. Sharon and | will be making a list of “must
have” books and a projected budget tor future purchases. The more cur members use this Hbrary, the more
it will racejve future financial suppert. We want to purchase the books that you would like to read.

- George Maher
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