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Wowll The Aldebaran graze expadition
seems to have been a complete success, and
those of us fortunate enough to observe mulliple
evants had an unforgettable experience. I'm sure
any of you who heard my audio tape of tha event
at the October meeting could sense my excite-
mant at seeing six pairs of svenis within 30 sac-
onds. | plead guilly to Frankfin's accusalion of
cafteine polsoning; that said, the day | fail to get
excited by something like this is either the day
you bury me or the day you might as well.

Kudos are in order for the organizers, namely
Franklin Loshde with able assistance from Larry
Woaod, Mike MNoble and Alf Connelly. They carafully
calculaled the graze path, transcribed it anto area
maps, and made several trips o the site to do an
accurate GPS survey. Well done, fellows, Il was
particularly enjoyable to engage in a joint scientific
venture with the Calgary Centre. Although our two
thriving Centres are a meare 300 km apart, it seems
we get togethar only rarely for the Alberta Star Party
or oceasional speaker exchanges, The Aldebaran
graze drew 16 Edmontonians and 14 Cowlownians
- a true joint effort,

With luck, by the time you read this we will
have had another neat observing session, lonight's
iriple shadow transit of Jupiter. Mext up will be the
Leconid metear shower an Monday morning,
Movember 17. Although the waning gibbous Moon
will cause some problems, we are ideally situated
to observe the peak of the shower around 5 a.m.
Of caurse this shower is of particular inlerest as ils
parent comet, Tempel-Tutile, will achieve perihalion
in 1998 February, with a possible metear "storm” on
this same date of November 17 in 1998 and/or 1599,

Solid metear counts from our part of the world
for this year's shower will be useful to the
International Meteor Organization as they attempt
to calculate the overall shape of the meteoroid

swarm. Weather permitting, a small group of die-
hards will assemble at Blackfoot around 1 or 2 a.m.
Bring warm clothes, a lawn chair, and a hand-held
tape recorder if you have one.

Later that day is the next scheduled Council
meeting, at 7 p.m. in the Boardroom of the Space &
Science Centra. Among ather things, al this meeting
we will be striking a Nomination Commiites who will
be responsible for selecting a new slate of
representatives for the 1998 Council. It appears that
we may be adding one new posillon to our ever-
expanding Council, namely that of Membership
secrelary. Mel and Belly Rankin have performed
this thankless task over the past many years as part
of the Treasurer's duties, Recent changes lo the
Sociely have resulled in much of this work being
done by the University of Toronto Press, and Mel
feels this would be an ideal time for the Edmonton
Centre to reorganize its membership administration
under a new portfolio, People wishing to volunteer
farthis, or any olher, Council position, should contact
me ar ancthar member of the Nomination
Cammittea,

A reminder that Council meetings are apen
to any members who may wish to audit them. If you
wish to speak to & Council mesting, please arrange
with me in advance to gef you on the agenda.

Our December meeting will be 8 member's
night. Again, if you have something you wish io
share with your fallow members, be it an anecdote
of an observing experience, slides, sketches or
poems, please contacl me or lhe appropriale
porifolio person. After the meeting, we will be
holding a swap table, where used finders, eyepieces,
binoculars, star atlases or other accessories may
be offered for sale.

Finally, full marks to our hardwaorking editorial
team of Harrls and Karen Chrlstlan for ehurning out
thiz izzue of Stardust only three weaeks after the last.

Clear skies! - Bruce McCurdy
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editorial..Enter the Night! |

Feeling complacent and leaning toward being
a plagiarist this month, | opted to leave my
search for excellence on the side of the road,
and simply embrace the message shown on
the front cover of this November Stardust:
Enter the Night. As | write these words upon
a Saturday evening, late in October, it just so
happens that tonight is the very night where
we turn our timepieces back (at the request of
amateur astronomers everywhere, as |
understand it). Qur time is at hand. The night
is now returning at an earlier and more
convenient time for each of us, every evening.

The above image on the right is of a celestial candleholder, purchased in a nature/as-
tronomy store near Yellowstone Mational Park. | chose it as an appropriate masthead this
month for a number of reasons. It displays an interesting solar/lunar interface, with the
Moon possibly having the upper hand. It presents a striking, seasonal image near the time
of Halloween, and in keeping with my opening remarks, it is darn easy to scan...but don’t
be lethargic with this month's Table of Contents. There are a number of excellent features
to be perused upon that page. By popular demand and with the kind permission of the
author, this month’s Stardust features two poems by our own Sherri Jahrig. Both pieces
were performed during the musical portion of the June 1997 meeting. Be sure to enjoy
them again. Also, planetary observer and Vice President, Paul Campbell, contributes an
article regarding polar coordinates and the search for the elusive NGC 3172. Rounding
out the writing field is the promised tale by the Lightly Seasoned Astronomer, Mr. Dave
Robinson. This month, even the Zenith doesn’t escape...

It is my monthly privilege to communicate with many of the members, arrange to print their
literary efforts in the newsletter, and even visit with them on occasion. Tonight | managed
to accomplish all three. Earlier in the evening, | took a break from working on the newsletter
to meet Terry Nonay at a newly opened, mega bookstore in the West End. Our purpose,
of course, was for me to pick up a newsletter-related disk from Terry. With bath of us
possessing iron wills and pure hearts, there would be absaolutely no possibility of impulse



book buying. Mot a chance! Luckily, none other than Richard Vanderberg and Lorraine
Kirby saved us from such temptation. It soon became rather crowded in the astronomy
section...Ilt was indeed a chance meeting, which evalved into this announcement of the
following event:

A talk will be given by Richard Vanderberg at the bookstore Chapters in the West
End (located near Revy and Toys ‘A Us on 170 Street) at 7:00 p.m. on Friday,
December 5", Following Richard's presentation, telescopes will already have been
set up in the parking lot outside of the store, in anticipation of the curious throngs of
book store patrons, and other Friday evening, thrill-seeking Edmontonians.

Any interested Club members are encouraged to attend, and bring along your
scopes. The more the merrier] Let's all support this fine effort by Richard.

Clear Skies, and more hours of darkness, - Harris

L
Ten inch (10”) f5 Dobsonian with Barry
Arnold optics, 6 X 30 finder, 2” helical
focuser, Orion EZFinder, dew heaters and
fan. $850.00 Please contact Roger Fell at
1-403-632-3316 or rfell@agt.net or
rfell @ telusplanet.net
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