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( President’s Message/

Fall has arrived, complete with falling
lemperatures, falling leaves, and all ioo soon, the first
fall of snow. This is a mixed blessing with plenty of
upside far us skywatchers. It is now possible to
observe in the evening hours, albeit with thicker socks
and an exira layer or two. My zouthern sky has
relurned, occulted now only by skeletal branches that
have shed their occulling leaves. It's a good time for
planetary observers, with Jupiter still reasonably well
placed in the early evening, and Saturn putting on its
bast show in years.

Cur next observing session is scheduled for
Friday, October 31, by which time we will have
relurned to raal time from artificial, or “daylight
savings" tirma. This is, of course, Halloween, the one
night a year when numerous youngsters are loose
on our sireats. Why not set your scope in your frant
yard to cool down, and give your neighbourhood kids
- and their parants - the treat of a glimpse of Saturn
or Jupiter through your eyepiece? | found this
impromptu sidewalk astronomy & most rewarding
experience last year, The rush dies down well before
2 p.m., which still allows plenty of time for a trek 1o
the dark sile. This can be worth double brownie points
far those of us with a significant other; experience
tells me that this is & bad night to abandon ship too
early in the avening.

Jupiter will provide the feature presentation
of our November 10 meeting. It just so happens that
the giant planet will undergo a triple shadow transit -
the shadows of three of Jupiter's moons will be cast
on the planet simultanecusly - during our ragularly
schadulad meeting time. How rare an event is this?
According to Jean Mesus' brilliant new book,
iathematical Astranomy Morsets, this will be the first
triple shadow transit obsarvable from Edmaonton since
1915] As observing is the "prime focus” of our group,
this event will pre-empt normal programming, A short
meeting Is planned, following which the Observatory
will be opened, Members are invited to bring their
own telescopes to set up nearby, and all comers are
urged o dress warmly. |f the weather proves to be

unfit for ohsarving, we will have a speaker in reserve
and have a more or less standard meeting.

With only three weeks belween meelings, our
hardwarking Stardus! editor laces a severe deadline
challangea this month, Regular contributors are asked
to do their best to submil their matlerial as expediently
as possible by October 24th, pleasel

Adip of the toque to Ben Gendre and George
Mahar, Ben has completed the first slage of a
mambers' photo exhibit for the Observatory, and
Gearge built a classy-looking display board. Photos
by Ben, Marian Walsh, Norma Chambers and Denis
Boucher are now on public display, with the promise
of more to come. Any member wishing o submit a
photo to this exhibil is encouraged to contact Ben at
475-0274,

Speaking ol the Observatory, while our
overall record is extremely good, we have had a
couple of glilches recently which caused the deck to
remain closed on occasions whenit should have bean
opened. A raminder to scheduled volunteers that i
for some reason you cannat fulfil your commitment,
please amange a replacemenl directly or cantact one
of the following Level Il voluntesrs: Ed Mewcombe,
441-3808; George Maher, 488-0841; Larry Wood,
488-8082; Bruce McCurdy, 455-3236. This is
particularly important for supervisory persannel, as
other volunteers are ralying on you to be there and
may not be abla to open without you.

We of course continue o encourage naw
members to consider becoming volunteers at the
Observatory. For more information on this rewarding
contribution, please contact one of the above.

Finally, thanks to the many AASC mambars
who assisted with the Edmonton Space & Science
Foundalion’s casino last month. We share many
common abjectives with the ESSC, which provides
us with a maeting space and the main platform for
our public aducation outreach, It is important that we
continue to co-oparate withthe Centre as it struggles
with modern econcmic imperatives.

- Bruce MeCurdy
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Tve 1097 Alberta Star Party
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The 1997 Alberta Star Parly was held at Eccles Ranch from August 29 to September 1. Even though the first
night was partially cloudy, several people set up their scopes. Dan Brown, Paul Campbell and | hunted down
Meptune with all of our scopes. (Yes, Paul actually looked at a planet.) Il was an interesting exparimant 1o
compare views with three different scopes. Barry Arnald announced that he had acquired G1, the globular
cluster believed to be associaled with the Andromeda Galaxy, with his 168", He soon had quite a line-up of
peaple at his scope, which he graciously hasted for us. Harris Christian tried out his Denis Boucher bulll
poncet, which worked perfectly. ShirLee Adamson had her first look at the Swan Nebula as seen through a
UHC filter, and was delighted with the view,

Due to the time of vear in which the star party was being held, sevaral Edmontonians opted to stay in Caroline
and Aocky Mountain House in hotels, rather than camping in the cold. Owing ta this, we tried to leave with as
little white light as possible, and warned observers around us before we flashed our brake lighis. Even so,
thare ware some complaints. Organizers of the slar party have decided that if an observer wishes to holel it,
they are to leave their cars at the top of the hill and walk down to their scopes. In this way, observers wishing
to photograph will not be affected by stray light from car headlights or red tailights. There is a gate at the top
of the hill that will be closed at 11 p.m. o prevent late comars from driving in.
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The next day, August 30, seemed to promise another great night of observing with sunny skies most of the
day. However, in typical Alberta weather, a sunny day turned to rain by 9 p.m. After standing in the rain fora
while, we decided il would be more comifortable to gather under Dave Robinson's tarp, although hall of us
were distracled halfway there and ended up under Wally Anhorn's canopy and eventually invaded his tent
trailer, wakinig up his son in the process. Many thanks go out to both hosts for helping us to stay dry. While
ihase in the Dave Robinson camp discussed philosophy, Larry Wood and his wife Joyee, Denis Boucher, Paul
Campbell and |, retired to the Woods' camp in the back pasture and discussed the difficullies assoclated with
observers driving in and out at a star party, and the subsequant stray light.

As Paul and | were staying In a hotel in Caroline, we were treated to the country version of a fund raising
avent, in the form of the local fire department setting up a blockade on Main Street. They were holding their
annual "Boot Drive" to raise mbney for the MS Society, and | am sure by using their mathods, 1he drive was
quite successful. On Sunday afternoon, we were somewhat concernad when a herd of Kirby Eccles’ cows
decided that thay wished to graze in the back pasiure and attempted lo traverse through the front pasture,
where our scopes were set up. Roland Dechesne bravely came to our rescue by directing the cows back
from where hence they came. Inthe category of “Silly Telescope Tricks", Murray Paulson sighted his refractor
on another reflector across the field. When we looked through the eyepiece, we were treated to the sight of
everyone standing around Murray's scope and waving. Amazingly enough, this trick gathered quile a crowd.
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