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Or by muail / In person to: Harris Christian, 1498 Knottwood Road North, Edmonton,
Alberta T6K 2K1. Our phone number is (403) 461-4933.

Next Deadline for Articles: February 21, 1997.

Lditorial,,, Brevity 'R Us

You may have already noticed that this issue of Stardust is slightly more substantial
than usual. | have chosen to forgoe my usual length and style of editorial, in
consideration of that quality. A huge tip of the astronomical toque (a mainstay of
Alberta observers in February) to all contributors! The volume of this issue Is a
reflection of having already received extra material from last month, plus an influx of
new articles for February. While articles are occasionally deferred due to an issus
being aireaﬁ%filled, we try not to make contributors wait any longer than one month to
see their efforts in print. This issue now clears away the "backlog”, so thank you
again, and keep those new articles headed our way!

February heralds in the prime Mars viewing season, Check out the details in this
month's Planet Report. There are also increasing indications of another "great
comel" headed our way, as noted by the recent observations of Comet Hale-Bopp
with peak potential magnitude estimates for April of around -1.8! Your Public
Education Committee seeks the participation of the members in sharing this event
with the public. Please read the article in the centre of this issue, as well as the
related insert. Speaking of great comets, don’t forget to enjoy this month's poem
about Comet Hyakutake by another new Stardust author, Sherri Jahrig. Now that
the February Stardust is (finally) completed, | hope to see you all out there
somewhere, under a few nights of dark, clear skies! o
- arris
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'Steady as she goes, Mr. Scott!*

That was my immediate response to one of our veteran members when she recently asked
me if | had any "big plans" for my upcoming term (sentence?) as President of the RASC
Edmonton Centre. Or, as | putit to Council, "We've got a great club here. My biggest
challenge is to not screw It up.

| don't imagine that the Edmonton Centre has ever been heaithier than it is right now in its
65th year. We have an active, vibrant membership of about 150 astronomy enthusiasts, close
to 100 of whom turn out for a typical general meeling. We have a talented and dedicated
Council of 22 people, and as many or more other members who regularly commit their time
and talents for the dqnod of the Club. We have a healthy group of active observers. We have a
number of talented writers, whose contributions regularly appear in an excellent newsletter,
Stardust. We are on sound financial footing, and have accumulated an impressive list of
capital assets including two high-qualily telescopes with accessorias, a first-class member's
library, a variety of loaner scopes, and two computars in varying states of repair (more on this
later). We have a good home base at the Edmonton Space & Science Centre, who provide
us with meeting space and, in the Observatory, an excellent platform for our public education
program.

That's a lot of horns to blow in one paragraph!

As President, what can | add to the mix? Well, besides pride in our club (see above) and
an abiding love of astronomy, | have ten I?Erms‘ experience both on Council and in the
Observatory, and am intimately familiar with the activities and responsibiiities of baoth, M
twenty years of prolessional experience In the financial services industry also serves me well
on occasion. | feel | have learned from the outstanding examples set by previous Centre
Presidents, none of whom really wanted the Job but accepted the responsibilities for the
common good. My emphasis will be on cormunication, teamwork, and consensus-building. |
don't pretend to know all the answers, but have a knack for asking the right question, and
equally important, of knowing whom to ask.

My "personal® objectives are simply to ‘cnmknue to) promote astronomy. This includes
everything from the observing programs of our more advanced mambers to encouraging our
newer members lo attracting new members to educating the public at large. |In other words,
nothing that we aren't doing already. The trick is to achieve a balance - to keep club activities
open and accessible to people on various levels of understanding.

One area | feel we can improve still further is in communication. Although | believe
Council has done an ouistanding job of guiding the club over the years, we have sometimes
been fairly transparent in the process. This is aboul to change. You may have noticed in last
month's Stardust, that all money motions within Council’s $600 spending limit from 1996 were
summarized, Starting this month there will be abbreviated versions of minutes from the bi-
monthly Council meelings. This will keep all members apprised of what issues are on the
table, and which individuals may be involved with them. All members are encouraged to
become involved, to raise questions, to suggest ideas, to contribute your time. To do this
properly, you need to be kept informed.
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