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| editorial

Two issues ago T announced my stepping down from STARDUST and that T would
stick around until a new editor has been found. Well I'm going to have to revise that - the June issue
will be my swan song. I just don’t have the time to spend on STARDUST anymore and 1 don’t want to
do a hall-assed job of it. T'm going to be away on holidays in August and part of July so the new editor
has to take over the computer in June - that's next month folks!!!  The Seplember issue has to be put
topether around the last week in August so 1 won't be here to help out the new editor - any demos will
have to be done in June and early July, 1f nobody comes forward 1 will deliver the system to Shirlees

place at the end of June,

-Randy Pakan, (soon to be X) STARDUST Editor

the telescope

the gateway to the garden
is a delicate portal of glass
a vapor of aluminum

i stand on the outside
looking in

in the cold i find heat
in the darkness i find light
in solitude 1 find a multitude

in the midst of greed
i find that which is beyond reach

Joanne oshorne

ADDRESS FOR STARDUST: Articles may be submitted by E mail to : randy.pakan@ualberta.ca

Or by Snail Mail to : Randy Pakan, Department of Earth and Atmospheric Sciences,
University of Alberta. T6G 2H4
Or to our home address at 15916 102 S1. Edmonton, Alberta T5X 4EY

On the Cover isaphotograph of comet Hyakutake that Murray Paulson took. Unfortun-
ately, as always, the photo copied version is extremely pale in comparison to the wonderful
color original -- nice shot Murray!
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Dr. Harry W. Taylor: 1925-1996

President of the Edmonton Centre 1964-65

It is with considerable regret that we must report
the death of a former President of the Centre and
very active participant in the activities of our
local group. Dr. Harry Taylor, professor of nuclear
physics at the University of Alberta in the 19607s,
passcd away in his retirement home in Mississauga,
Ontario on Saturday, March 30. Harry did much
for our Centre with many "down-to-garth’ talks on
nuclenr physics, stellar interiors, meteorites and
the many other loves of his life that were found in
the heavens above. He took an active role in our
Star Mights, at that time, held at the Northern Alberta
Jubilee Auditorium, was prominent in the early
days of Canada's only public planetarium, the Queen
Elizabeth, and had a distinguished record as our
President in 1964 & 65 before taking up a
professorship at the University of Toronto, Physics
Depariment,

In a more private role, he was a feverish drummer
in his basement and had a strong interest in politics
and the Canadian scene. Every Centre needs a
person like Harry. We pass on our sincere reprets
to his wife, Wanda, and his two daughters Allison
and Karen and their families.

Reprinted from the Toronto Globe & Mail

TAYLOR, HARRY WILLIAM - (Emeritus Professor
of Physics al Erindale College, University of Toronto,
where he was a founding faculty member) -
Peacefully at home on Saturday, March 30, 1996
in his 7lst yvear. Loving hushand of Wanda.
Dearly loved father of Allison and her husband
Alan, and Karen and her husband Steven. Dear
grandfather of Brendan, Aaron, Hillary and Anna,
Friends may call at the Tumer & Porer Peel Chapel,
2180 Hurontario Street (Hwy 10, north of
QEW) from 7-8 pm Tuesday. Funeral service on
Wednesday, April 3rd at St Peter's Anglican Church,
1745 Dundas Street West (at Mississauga Road)
at 2 o'clock. Cremation. If desired, remembrances
to the Harry William Taylor Scholarship
Fund, Erindale College, or to the Peel Victorian
Order of Nurses would be much appreciated by
the family.

NOTE: It might be a nice gesture if the Centre
contributed a $100.00 or so 1o the Scholarship
referred to in the obit. v

Franklin Loehde

Hyakutake High

Mo one ever forgets their first comet sighting --my
big day was March 24, 1996! It was not o be my
only sighting. 1t became a drug, and T became an
addict! 1 had to have more and more of Comet
Hyakutake,

Like hundreds of other people, 1 stood in line to
catch a glimpse of it through the telescope, 1 must
admit, after reading all the articles in the Edmonton
Journal, 1 expected more. Where was the tail?

| went gul to Blackfoot and for the next three hours
stood awe-struck. It was a night of galactic wonder
evervwhere [ tumed. A most unusual aurora borealis
made an appearance that night. A solid band had

streaked across the sky from south-east to
south-wesl. Those of us oul at the site were also
ireated to a non-stop swirling display of the
lights to the west. Yes, | know, I'm an amateur
by saying I still enjoy the Northern Lights!

Straight up, however, just left of (he Alkaid star in
the constellation Ursa Major was what
everyone had come out for: Comet Hyakutake,

Depending on who you listened to, the comet’s
tail was either 30 or 40 degrees long. Al
I know is that it was the most graceful thing 1'd
ever witnessed, 1t reminded me of those carloon
characters where they shake their magic wand and
the little erystals come sprinkling out.

Continued on page 12
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{This brief report is limited to particularly significant
discussions and decisions from the mecting of
Mational Council. Details of these, and of more
routing matters and comrespondence, will be available
in the official MINUTES which will be distributed
to all Centres, The following items are presented
in the order in which they appeared on the agenda.)

- Randy Attwood and Don Hladiuk are developing
plans for public programs related Lo the forthcoming
appearance of C/Hale-Bopp. Members having
suggestions, or willing to participate, are asked o
contact those two Members,

- By special MOTION, the Okanagan Astronomical
Society was welcomed as the 23rd Centre of the
RASC, The President and MNational Council
Representative of the Okanagan Centre, Ron Bell,
accepted the congratulations of National Council,
(1t 1s possible that other local groups, e.g. in Penlicton
and Vernon, will join the Okanagan Centre.)

- Following a recommendation from the Executive
Committes and a brief discossion, g MOTION was
passed to provide a "retirement allowance” of $24,000
to Rosemary Freeman, 51000 per year of service,

- 15t VP Doug George, on beball of the Executive
Committee, presented a proposal for reorganization
of Mational Office subsequent to Ms. Freeman’s
retirement. In particular, it was propeosed to negotiate
an agreement whereby the University of Toronlo
Press would assume responsibility for handling
membership fees, the distribution of Handbooks,
and other functions. Mrs. Anne Marie Corripan,
from UTPF, was present to handle questions and
provide details of the services that would be provided,
{Further details will be provided at GA’96, including
a contract which will be submitled to a vole.)

- By a formal MOTION, National Council thanked
the Edmonton Centre for its donation of 500,

- Reports from the Treasurer and from the Finance

Committee indicate o -- not unexpected — deficit
for 1996 (and 1997) due to the expected start-up
costs for the new publication, and costs associated
with changes at National Olfice.

= A MOTION was passed whereby SkyNews will
be bundled and distributed with RASC publications
for one year, beginning in February 1997, The cost
will be $5/member, [ar less than the $20 (approx.)
subscription cost. The total cost of $19,000 will
come from general revenues ... therehy coniributing
to the deficit. The RASC will receive a substantial
amount of advertising and promotional space in
each issue. Those finding themselves with an exir
copy are encouraged to use it o promole the science
and The Society. In the long term, increased
membership may offsel the cost of this 'experiment’.

- Among the almost 800 posteards returned from
the prototype issue of the new publication, the
vote was 9 to | in favour. (The opinion of the
membership was not so clearcul with respect to
the name of the publication.) A budget of $24,175
was approved lor start-up costs, An advertisement
for a halftime editor will be prepared,

- The Mominations Committee presented the
following slate (further nominations are invited):

President: Doug George

IsL V-Fres: Randy Attwood and Peter Ceravolo
(Hence, there will be an election for that office.)

%
2nd V-Pres:  Robert Garrison (Professor of
Astronomy, University of Toronto)

Secretary:  Randall Brooks

- The 1997 GA will be held in Kingston, as previously
announced, The earlier, tentative invitation to
hold the 1998 GA inVictoria has been withdrawn.,

(Other matters considered by Mational Couneil
included reports from all four editors, nwards, repors
from standing and special commiltees, the state of
The Society's property, etc.) €

Doug Hube
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