 Newsletter of the Edmontnn Centreor. .
THE ROYAL ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY OF CANADA




President’s

T e e S A Y ] P P

I must apologize again for last April’s Fiasco. 1 had no idea the agency 1 hired would send a
motorcycle gang to conduct an astronomy meeting, 1 did write a biting letter of protest to the
agency!

But wouldn't you know, now that I'm on an even keel with the IRS the FBI has got their wind
up about something, and you don’t fool around with those people -- I'm outa here until it all
blows over. But thank heaven, our Vice Present, Bruce McCurdy is available and so everything

should go along smoothly,

Wasn't comet Hyakutake magnificent? 1 shall really miss seeing all the photographs | know our
members will be showing at the meeting,

Now it's on to comet Bopp-Hale...? Hall-Bopp....777 Hole Bope...? Hail-Hole.....? Bopp-Shu-
Bopp....? . whatever.

May dark, clear skys lift your spirits,
ShirLee Adamson

. edityial

.............. gone fishen.

-Randy Pakan, STARDUST Editor

ADDRESS FOR STARDUST: Articles may be submitted by E mail to : randy,pakan @ualberta.ca

Or by Snail Mail to : Randy Pakan, Department of Earth and Atmospheric Sciences,
University of Alberta. T6G 2H4

Or to our home address at 15916 102 St. Edmonton, Alberta TSX 4E9

On the Cover is a photograph of three of the new Deck volunteers polar aligning the
Starfire. Comet Huck-tooie (gunzoontite) was a big hit with the public, and events like this
always bring new members to the Centre. I've heard from several regular visitors that since
these three joined, the deck has been a lot more organized and informative -- Hi my name is
Moe and this is my brother Curly and my brother Larry and my other brother Larry -Ed
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Tomorrow’s weather forcast: "Light in the
morning, getten dark towards evening.'
-Charlie Farquarson

Let us address the most dreaded of all meteorological
phenomena .... Weathermen!1!

These seasonal scoundrels must face justice for
their climate crimes.

What do Revenue Canada and the Weather Office
have in common? Meither has enough pots to let
{heir address become public knowledge, Both venues
could face the same fate: being blown up by some
irate recipient of their “alleged” services. But wait
there's more... Now through the miracle of modern
technology we all have the equal opportunity of
being lied to and paying for the privilege. Just
call 1-900-565-5555. Almost like politics.... or
Ju-Jo the psychic.

The “satellite” they're using, in my humble opinion,
is no better than a "63 Plymouth bearing the same
name. Either that or it's become self-aware just
like HAL, and is taking delight in the pain it inflicts
on the lower life forms inhabiting the planet.

These "atmospheric hooligans” are blissfully unaware
of the Eight Commandment or of the Ninth for
that matter, They seem to be free of the guilty
conscience that the rest of the normal populace
would possess if we lied and stole as much as these
meteorological criminals do. Yes, theff! How
many weekends have been thieved from you becouse
you heard there would be bad weather and you
changed your plans, only to have the "eco-terrorist”
be wrong... again, and the weather be fabulous.
{Or worse, gone ahead with outdoor activities with
the blessing of one of the "weather’dmen,” and
been caught in a deluge. This is thelt of lime, no
doubt about it. Just the same as coming into work
late or leaving early.

How do you know when a weatherman is telling
the truth? His mouth is closed,

We all lived through "Snovember" and had Claire
Martin enlighten us about investing in "flurry-
blowers." Oh, so that's what the 6 foot mountaing
were on either side of my drivewny. Accumulated
flurrics. "Decembrrr” was no better: no observing,
no putside stuff cause it was either too stinkin'
cold or "partly cloudy” was falling from the beavens
and increasing the size of those alpine regions. It
would be o real disappointment Lo my son to learn
the sled run he constructed on one of those mountains
wasn't "real snow” but "just flurries” and "partly
eloudy” shoveled off that same driveway. (Don't
tell the neighbours though, those kids made a fortune
keeping walks and drives clear for our beloved,
hard-working, "been-without-a-contract-for-so-long"
letter carriers... but that’s another Reader's Forum.)

There's another term that those "enviro-mentalists”
could consider clarifying. 'What the hell’s the
difference between "partly sunny™ and" parily
cloudy? Am 1 the only fool who dogsn't understand
"Bull Matheson's” jargon, Possibly, Obviously my
understanding of the fine art of prophesy is
incomplete. Une evening while watching the late
weather, so a5 to be prepared for the coming day, |
learned of "dumbbell lows." Took me till the end
of the weather spot to realize it wasn't a meteorologist
suffering from depression,

Perhaps the "weather bandits” should re-examine
the methods they nse for prognosticating. The weather
renceades should consider installing wirdows in
the rooms Lhey work in. AL least when they're
wrong, {hey'd know right away just like the rest of
us, It may also serve to give the great unwashed
masses (us poor schnooks) more recent updates on
their "forecastrations.” Maybe not. Perhaps
Environment Canada should stick with its tried
and true "30% chance of a possibility of partial
weather tomorrow."

And with that dear friends I leave you with the
Hawaiian forecast:

"The weather will continue lomorrow, ...

~by Vera Ussyk
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No-one knows haﬁ;-ipf&ﬁ:-pcnad. or why. A.n

unexpected increase in solar activity, an opening’ |
~and suddenly... the

up of the coronal holes,
unthinkable, PERMANENT AURORA!I!!1}
The rest of the world took the change in the night
sky in stride, as they never notice anything around
them anyway, but woe to the astronomers! Even
then, not all astronomers were disturbed, By that
time a fleet of orbiting observatories had made
professional studies of the universe secure, so the
pro’s were laughing! Things stood differently with
the amateurs however,

Nat surprisingly, aurora freaks loved it. They could
step outside any clear night in any season and bask
in the glow of vast arcs, veils, streamers, and flames
all over the sky, all the time! The sky's limiting
magnitude became about 3.

Lunar and planetary observing acquired a new
prominence. Observers ditched their huge Dobs
with their now useless aperture, in favor of refractors
and long-focal length scopes. Long-time planetary
observers were a little puzzled by all the fuss (and
their new-found popularity).

Stellar observing took off, Doubles, variables,
and colored stars of every type became serious
objects of study again.

The news was not all happy, though. Prime Minister
Klein cut all funding to Canadian astronomy
institutions. "We don't want to waste the taxpayer’s
money on all this egg-headed nonsense anymore!"
he was reported to have said, He was soon visited
in his dreams by Isaac Asimov, who reminded
him that the term "egg-head" was invented by a
"block-head"”.

Sadly, naked-eye comets became a thing of the
past. Observers would tell their grand-kids about
the Great Comets of '96 and '97, bul wouldn't be
believed. "Only old folks would make up such
silly stories!" they would say.

_ Those who took it the hardest were tﬁ_éiiﬂécp-sky
observers. Lucian Kemble quit observing and

devoted himsell to_helping his fellow observers
make the transition. He became famous for
his gentle and comfortable philosophy: "Near or
far, bright or dark, the same Gal made it all."
Strange to say, this point of view aroused some
hostility. He was soon dismissed from the monastery.
Like John Dobson, he tried his hand at
inventing, but being Canadian, could produce nothing
anyone wanted. So he retired to a life as o roving
philosopher/astronomer.

Others had a less happy fate. Because of the increase
in sky brightness, Harrington's Cascade (along
with his other "discoveries" ) could no longer be
seen, and quickly faded into oblivion. Ditto Caldwell
Catalog. Fame 1s so fleeting!

Some people became down-right furious. "How
can it be," they wailed, "that we can live ina world
where planet-watchers and moon-mongers can be
favored, while more skilled and interesting observers
have to suffer? As all right-thinking observers are
aware, there is nothing of interest to be seen
in a sky with a moon in it! Oh, Cruel Fate!

It was even worse than they suspected. Arrogance
was s00n wmed on its hend. "Why should 1 waste
a perfectly bright evening at Blackfoot, where 1
won't see anything, instead of heading out to
Waskahegan to see my favorite bright objects?”
one new observer said. This opinion even came
to dominate Council, who arbitrarily switched the
official observing sitc to Waskahegan, in
accordance with their biases.

Some of them couldn't handle it. They developed
a strange ailment, soon known as the "Deepie-
Creepies”. Symploms included bloodshot eyes, an
aversion to bright lights, and a craving for highly
red-shifted photons.

Coniinued on page nine.
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