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| President’s M. ess&g%

A {ter a very heavy agenda in Council (meeling on the 29th), 1 have a few things to report.

We have decided to make the Public Education Portfolio a committee of probably 6 members
headed by a chairperson -- this term Larry Wood. This portfolio will also encompass the
Observatory (ESSC) as well as Public Education talks, Astronomy Day and Star Parties. The
Observatory will have two positions, Volunteer Coordinator, and Maintenance Coordinator both
headed by different members of the committee.

We are looking into the cost of getting an antomatic roof opener for the Observeratory, With
only 5 keyholders (who have to be very strong to open and close that roof), it puts a tremendous
amount of pressure on Larry to be there every weekend. This lends itself to burnout and family
absenteeism, If the roof is easily managed, more people have said they would be willing to be
keyholders and give everyone the odd weekend off. When we get some estimates, we will bring
it up before members at a General Meeting.

We looked at the proposals for Casino Money, inviting the people who wrote up the proposals to
be there to answer questions from the council about their proposals. Now we go back to the
drawing board to revamp in some areas to get more dollar value for our proposed expenditures.

Boy, I sure picked a wild time to be president - - Casino Funds proposal "DISCUSSIONS" and
the National G.A. here in July...hmmmmm, wonder if those stress vitamins work!

May dark clear skys lift your spirits (and not freeze your derriere off).
-ShirLee Adamson

. editoial

Just a quick note to remind everyone that it’s that time of year again -- no Franklin not duck-hunting
season! It's time to "don’t get mad... get even!™ The April-fools issue is just two issues away and it is
much harder to write humour than a serious article; you should be starting any time now. The only other
bit of advice that I would like to add is TAKE NO PRISONERS!!!

-Randy Pakan,

STARDUST Editor
ADDRESS FOR STARDUST: Articles may be submitted by E mail to : randy.pakan @ualberta.ca

Or by Snail Mail to : Randy Pakan, Department of Earth and Atmospheric Sciences,
University of Alberta. T6(G: 2H4

Or to our home address at 15916 102 St. Edmonton, Alberta T5X 4E9

On the Cover isa phatograph that Ben Gendre took while on holiday at Waterton Park. 1t's
shot with a 1000mm fens onto Fuji 100 ASA slide fi fm! ar JHGHI .-:rf a se-::uud mﬁ" 10,
EE= ] STARDUST page 1 | I s




STERED IS Fadin

La}-m.rrf Grapmcs Randy Pakan Proolreading - Dave Clyburn D:sfﬂbuf.r{:rn Bﬂ'ﬂ'y' and Mal Hanirrn

COlltelliZS February, 1996

President’'s Message
Glve us your casino proposdls........... -I

Message from the National Prez
Twenty-flve years of dedication............. 3

Equipment Proposal (casino bucks)
More eyvepleces for the public.
By Bob Drew......c.ieee 3
Reader's Rebuttal!

shame on you Al Stering :-)
Readers’ Forum By George Graham........... 4

Did anybody read the Edmonton Urinal?
By Bruce McCurdy.........., 5

Book Review Choosing and using a CCD Camera 7
Reviewed by Barry NONQY......oevrevmssens

Observer's Corner By Bob Drew
See you at the dclrksﬂa‘?...............................19

A Ring Around the Moon By Alister Ling
Poy-attantionl.. .o nb s -I 0

Treasurer’s Report By Mel Rankin
Sixteenth set of sfuframsnm............‘.........] O

What our 18" Scope Deserves
Eyepiece / scope tests at M. Kobau, '| "|

By Alister LIng.................
The Cheater
A testimony of Arnold Optfics” spectroscoplc prism.
By Lamy Wood...] 2
Books Books Books...Where are they?
Check your bookshelvaslll
By ShOrON TONBEY.oiiaiiiiisiimiisssis sz -l 3

. . ] STARDUST page 2




Dear Fellow Members of the RASC ;

It is with regret that 1 write to inform you that our
Executive Secretary, Miss Rosemary Freeman, has
submitted her resignation effective June 30, 1996,
Rosemary has served The Society since 1972, For
almost a quarter-century, she has looked after
membership matters, has dealt with publishers and
bankers, has provided an essential link between
The Society and the general public, has provided
continuity and guidance as National Councils have
come and gone, and has done countless other things
for us which we could not imagine. I encourage
all of you to attend GA'96 in Edmonton, and to
join us in thanking Rosemary for her years of loyal
and effective service.

With Rosemary's departure, important and difficult
decisions will have to be made soon regarding her
replacement and the structure of National
Office. Those decisions may be linked to the
important decisions which must be made -- also
VERY soon -- with respect to publications.

It is important that all Members return the pre-
addressed postage-paid cards which were included
in the prototype issue of 'Astronomy Canada’.
Please, remind members of your Centre to drop
those cards in a mailbox NOW! The decisions as
to whether, or not, to replace The Journal and The
Bulletin with 'Astronomy Canada® will be made
by Wational Council, but it is desirable that Mational
Council act in accord with the clearly expressed
wishes of a substantial majority of all Members.

I remind you that 1996 is an election year for The
Society. As of July 1, 1996, you will have a new
President, 1st Vice-President and 2nd Vice-President.
They will be leading The Society into a new e
without the yaluable support which T have enjoyed
from Rosemary; and, perhaps, with a new publication
which will present a new and very different 'face’
to the astronomical community.

Given all of the above, I strongly encourage you
to send your Mational Council Representative to
the next meeting on March 23, 1996, and to the
meetings which will be held at GA'96. (T expect
that the decision on publications will be made at
the March 23red meeting of Council.)

Again, I especially encourage all Members to attend
GA’96 in Edmonton for astronomy, fun, tough
decisions...and for that "Thank You' to Rosemary.

Doug Hube
National President

Noftice of Motion for an Expenditure from the Casino Fund

Please note that a motion will be made at the March 11, 1996 general meeting at the Edmonton Space
and Science Centre for a motion: that the Centre spend up to $2,900, plus shipping, to purchase
eyepieces, filters, and accessories for the 18" Deep-Sky scope. Details will be presented at the meeting.

Bob Drew, rdrew@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca

For Sale: 8" Celestron telescope with equatorial mount and tripod, twin SC motor drive. Used only
twice due to i1l health, Accessories: Meade T mount (Pentax K) - Meade #62 adaptor. Eyepieces:
Meade ortho 4mm, plossl 17 mm, Celestron plossl 43mm, Celestron plossl 10mm. Celestron star
diagonal, 6x30 ﬁndcrsmpe, barlow lens, dew hood, Moon filter PL double, and Celstron erfle 25mm and
Meade ortho Tmm eyepieces, A complete sel of Messier Astro Cards. Books: Skalmare Pleso 19500
Sky Atlas, 365 Starry Nites, Stars at a Glance, How to Use your Telescope and Astro Photography for the
Amarenr, plus SJE' Watchers Handbook #25. Telescope comes with metal carrying case, 51,400.00 Call
Evans at 352-3261
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[ The following is a rebuttal of las¢ month’s
Reader’'s Forum]

My Dear Alister :-)

I read with amazement and dismay your article
about me in STARDUST, January '95. My
monacle popped out in disbeliel numerous times
as I scanned your piece,

My first reaction was indignation, I can assure
you! Teven considered calling in the Admiralty
to reply in force to your saucy impertinence,
but | forgot that Maggie is no longer PM!
But enough of bitterness, I will respond to your
points one hy one:

3. Iclearly state in my Sky & Telescope article
of December '95 that "...there are many other
objects of equal or greater interest than those
with "M" designations that Messier did not
include” (in his catalogue). My intention was
to promote observing these objects, not re-
name them. Attaching a 'C’ designation to
them is for convenience, nothing more.

8, Amanging them in a list is an effort to organize
a wide variety of objects in an alphabet-soup
of catalogues into one simple list that has some
chance of being used and remembered. Who
would remember what NGC 559 is7 Wouldn't
calling it C8 be better? After all, it worked
for a telescope! Besides, the point is to provide
a plan and some direction for observing these
ohjects

2. Casting aspersions on my observing abilities
is dirty cricket. 1 am primarily a planetary
observer and have said so in my books, if vou
care to read them, True, I cannot see |6th
magnitude galaxies from the desert skies of
England, but then I never claimed to. Observing
interests vary widely. The best criterion for
establishing the worth of observers is their
willingness to observe, not just their "skills".

10, As far as the factual errors in the catalogue
are concemned, [ confess all and admit that they
are inexcusable. 1 plead Alzheimers.

1. Finally, even if my little list is a vain stab
at immortal glory, who can blame me? Thirty-
eight years of broadcasting, countless books
and articles, years of devoted service promoting
astronomy to the public, and all to find myself
irrelevant in a world of thirty-inch Dobs, CCD's,
and the Internet. Shameless? Perhaps, but |
live in a world of shameless hucksterism, self-
promotion, ind ingratitude. It may be egotistical
and unnecessary, even "unhip” (God forbid!),
but it was honestly put forth, with all its faults.

Dodderingly Yours,
Patrick Boore esq.
(George Graham)

[Well done lad! Six Yorkshire puddings out
of five. DS S= -Ed]

] STARDUST page 4





































