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‘We are doing some major renovating in our library to streamline procedures and make way for the
purchase of more resource books.

We found we have a lot of very good periodicals buried in the bottom of the bookcase on telescope
making, meteorite and meteor craters locations, building a backyard observatory, and many more, that
we'd like to make our members aware of and thus have access to. We also discovered many historical
documents related to the building of the Queen Elizabeth Planetarium, which was incidently the first
free standing public observatory in Canada, and opened by the Queen, site maps and agreements with
the government re; Buck Mt, site and Blackfool sites, letters and documents from the founding of our
centre, and a nearly complete set of Observer’s Handbooks dating from 1935 right through to 1934, I'd
like to see an archival department in our library as we also have a couple of rare and out of print books.

The procedure for lending books that we would like to adopt is that the books are due after one month.
If no one takes the book out by the end of the evening, it may be renewed for another month. This gives
many more members a chance to use some of the more popular books and malterials.

We have some glitches to work out such as access to very expensive reference books or rare books
without the risk of losing them. Unfortunately, in updating our card file, we found there are many books
missing. Any brilliant ideas or suggestions in this regard would be greatly appreciated.

May clear, dark skies lift your spirits!

44 &ﬂ{' Zb‘/“ f&/ ShirLee Adamson

Well we have one new contributor this month so 1 guess that's progress, but it would be nice 10 kave two
ench issue, Follow Dave Robinson's lead and join the STARDUST gang; STARDUST is sent out to all
the RASC centres in Canada and several issues go across the border and even wind up at such places as
Astronomy magazine,

Being the keen observers that you are you will notice that 1 am munning two new ads in this issue. We
hardly need the money but I'm doing it to support local small businesses, They cater to a small group,
and I feel we should do what we can to support them.

Someone recently asked me why I don't download Images from the Net for STARDUST covers. Well
the answer is simple; we invested heavily in a desk-top-publishing system, including big bucks in
drawing and graphics programs, so I assume that the membership likes to see original artwork and
photography rather than using someone else’s! Correct? This month's cover is a montage of a deep-sky
photo and a brooch that I scanned that was designed by an artist we only know as 1.J. So the cover is not
totally original, but T guarantee that you won't see it anywhere eise. Ciao-fer-now - Randy

ADDRESS FOR STARDUST: Articles may be submitted by E mail to ¢ pakanr@geog.nalbertza.ca

Or by Snail Mall to : Randy Pakan, Department of Earth and Atmospheric Sciences,
University of Alberta. T6G 2H4

Or to our home address at 15916 102 St. Edmonton, Alberta TSX 4E9
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MNovembrrr has artived with its customary vengeance,
replete with a few flurries and a biting chill, For
skywatchers these are minor inconveniences (right?!)
compared to the reward of longer nights, nights
which this year present a comucopia of astronomical
delights. The upcoming new Moon window offers
some particularly excellentobserving opportunities:
a fine triple conjunction, the Leonid meteor shower,
sunset on Saturn's rings, two well-placed northern
comets, and a new planet high in the south! So,
resist the lure of that couch, dig around and
find another layer of clothing, and get yourself
under o dark sky.

The Leonid meteors peak this year on our official
club observing night, Friday November 17, This
shower is famous for its periodic storms, which
have been known to bombard the retinas of bedazzled
observers at the rate of some 40 per second, for an
hour or so every 33 years. This cormesponds directly
with the 33-year orbital period of its progenitor,
Comet Tempel-Tuttle. While the comet is still a
little too far away from its next perihelion in 1998
for storm conditions to prevail this year, interest
in this shower is on the rise, and it should be an
interesting one to monitor for the next several years,
As luck has it, over the next five years the lunar
phase is unfavourable only in 1997. This year
Russ Sampson and | are organizing an official
Leonid Watch similar to our annual Perseid Watch,
from midnight or so until dawn {or until Waskehepan
freezes over, whichever comes first), All observers
are welcome, regardless of experience; meteor
counting is easy, fun, and rewarding. Bring a lawn
chair, very warm clothes, and blankets or a sleeping
bag to ward off the ehill.

Last month the observing weekend brought less
than cooperative weather. On Friday night it cleared
off in mid-evening. too late aprarcmly for most
people lo change their plans. Only

Paul Campbell,

who had taken charge of the club’s 18-inch reflector,
and 1 turned up at Waskehegan, more out of a sense
of duty than the expectation of truly great observing.
Sure enough, both the transparency and seeing
remained below average, and distant echoes of the
spectacular aurora of a couple nights earlier flickered
in the northeast, wiping out our chance to see Comet
de Vico, We did enjoy views of NGC 6939 and
6946, a fine duo of contrasting deep sky objects in
Cepheus that was featured in the RASC calendar
in September. 6946 is a lovely face-on galaxy
that shines right through the intervening dust of
our own Milky Way, and 6939 is a relatively
neighbourly open cluster which resolved very nicely
in the 18-inch. After Paul headed off in the wee
hours, [ undertook a solo vigil of the Orionid meteor
shower, counting some 33 Orionids over a 3 hour
span before the clouds took over around 6 a.m.

On the Saturday night, moderately decent skies
tempted a dozen or so observers out to Blackfoot
and three more headed for Buck Mountain. Once
again the night was plagued by persistent haze,
clouds and poor transparency. Besides the usual
suspects, o couple of new members came out,
Peter Schieren has a broad general interest in the
sky, and a pair of 10150 binoculars to help him
pursue it. Chris Robart is a native of Nova Scotia
whose circuitous route (o Edmonton most recently
went through Belgium, where he observed the
great comet splat through severely light-polluted
skies, He has shared his global travels with an
eleven-inch Celestron SCT as well as 10x70 Fujinon
binocolars. Chris was inspired enough by the great
slide shows from Ben Gendre and Russ Sampson
at our October mecting to make his first attempts
al astrophotography.

Meanwhile, Peter Smith just sold his C-11. broken
mount and all, but not before he compizied his

Messiers. He finally swept up the elosive Ma9,
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