THE HOYAL'“‘ASTHDNDMICAL SOCIETY C‘F CANADA
October, 1995




George F. Moores 1945-1995

On Friday September 15 the Edmonton Centre lost a past president, a
telescope maker, an educator and a friend. George passed away at home
after a long struggle with diabetes.

George first joined the club in the late 1980’s and soon made his mark by
winning the Angus Smith Telescope Maker’s award in 1987 for the "Hellow1,"
his 10 inch Newtonian (i.e. "where the hellowi?").

George served as council member in 1987 and 1988, Vice-president in
1989 and President in 1990.

He also organized the 1988 Alberta Star Party at Dinosaur Provincial Park
and the first three R.A.S.C. Edmonton Astronomy Workshops (1989, 1990
and 1991). For his untiring efforts at organizing the Alberta Star Party,
George was awarded the 1988 President’s Award, Those who attended any
of the first three Astronomy Workshops will remember the jovial chef who
made it all happen.

[ will remember George for his spirit and energy which seemed to more
than compensate for the effects of his illness. He will also be remembered
for his great humor and friendship, which he so gladly gave to so many.

- Russ

On the Cover is a photograph of David Goldengay in his glory at Mount Kobau. He
provdly annourtced that he found 57 Messiers while he was there. Nice work David bur what
did you de on the second night?
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All right, what's going on here? Since late August
I've been observing five nights at Mount Kobau,
two at the Alberta Star Party, and two more during
the September observing weekend. And it's been
clear every single night!! Other observers have
extended these observing windows to either side
with nary a cloud and precious little aurora to be
seen. Scems suspicions to me,

September was a fabulous month, particularly for
observers of my favourite planet (Earth). Trees
and hedges metamorphosed like a month-long sunset,
eventually displaying a full palette from the red
end of the spectrum, But I digress....

Clear skies prevailed throughout the September
new Moon window, and a number of observers
flcd the city lights 1o various dark sites. (More on
this Talter.)

The official club observing session took place at
Waskehegan on Friday night, Sept. 22, Al least a
dozen visitors and newcomers headed o the site,
judging by the number of voices [ heard and unseen
hands 1 shook. For awhile, T was the lone experienced
observer, sharing my 8-inch reflector and 10x50
binocolars as much as 1 could.

Fortunately, Ben Gendre soon arrived with the
club 18- inch scope, and we were able 1o provide
outstanding views of a variety of objects to the
fledgling observers. Paul Campbell also made a
brief but illuminating appearance to shed some
light on matters celestial, dazzling our dilated pupils
with his brilliance (nol to mention that of his
headlights).

Drew Paterson came with the elub's 8-inch loaner
scope, which he shared with his friend Michele

from Australia. As Michele is heading home shortly,

she took advantage of the opportunity to view many
of the showpieces of the northern sky, from Polaris
and the Big Dipper to the Double Cluster and the
Crab Nebula.

Ed Newcombe, who has proven to be a keen-eyed
observer through light-polluted skies while
volunteering at the Observatory this summer, enjoyed
a crash course on howshowpiece objects like MI13,
M31 and M57 appear ina

reasonably dark sky.

That same evening, several of the club’s behemoth
scopes had been assembled at the Blackfoot site,
including Bob Drew's 20-inch, Arnold Rivera's
17.5, and Barry Arnold's 16, By all accounts, con-
ditions were superb and featured skies close to a
hall magnitude darker than at Waskehegan,

Saturday night again saw clear dark skies at two
locations. A large crowd assembled ol Blackfoot,
including our esteemed National President, Doug
Hube along with his wife Joan who were testing a
five-inch refractor. Needless to say, the opportunity
to make some good natured gibes about the
superiarity of photons over pixels was not wasted.
Other rare visitors to the dark site included Russ
Sampson, Dave Clyburn, and erstwhile member
Jay Kirkland, who reportedly has a 20-inch
reflector in addition to the 12.5 he brought to the
site.

Among the repulars, Richard Vanderberg and Barry
Nonay hunted down Stephan’s Quintet, while Terry
Noniay experimented with some piggyback
photography.

Meanwhile, a number of observers congrepated at
DBuck Mountain, including our esteemed Edmonion
Centre President, ShirLee Adamson, who hunted
down five more Messiers. ShirLee now needs
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