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The summer holidays are looming up with hopefully a little more free time and lots of interesting
events in the offing for astronomers!

The Windsor G.A, in July with guest speaker Carolyn Shoemaker; and our casino in July. Mt Kobau
Star Party in August. The Alberta Star Party at Eccles’ ranch the Long weekend in September. And last
but not least, The Adamson Lake Summer Solstice Debauchery on June 24th -- all members welcome.
There is some debate over the use of the word "lake” -- some unenlightened call it a slough, but I'll settle
for pond.

I received another phone call after our May meeting from a lovely young lady from Austria by the name
of Marpete. She also was impressed with the smiles she received from so many of the members at the
meeting (her being gorpeous may have had some bearing on it!) The encouragement and the hours of
sharing knowledge she received from the RASC members at the deck -- Joanne Paulson being especially
helpful — 1 shall thank you all for Margete as she said she was too shy to stand up at the meeting and say
so herself. Keep it up people! I don't think there is a finer testimony for our Centre than phone calls like
these. ¥
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By the time you read this, STARDUST headquarters may be once again relocated, Our department here
at the University is being merged with another one on July first, and you can bet that the new administration
will have a cow when they find out that I'm using prime office space for personal use; so [ think [ will
vacate before they throw me out.

Happy Holidays!
ShirLee Adamson

The 90 year old house that I'm renting has virwally no locks on the doors; it's up for sale, I'm uninsured,
and the crime rate is higher than out in the burbs; so needless to say the STARDUST system will not be
moved to there. But not to worry, Vera Ussyk has come to the rescue; she has kindly offered to house
the system in her home and she doesn't mind me working there. She has a lovely big home in the burbs
with an electronic security system so this will be the best home STARDUST has seen yel. But the one
problem that I have yet to work out is the use of the modem; I will not have people phoning there and
disturbing her and her kids when I'm not there so 1 will have to come up with an alternative such as
pulting in a modem on my machine at work — don't worry I'll come up with something.

Thank you everyone for getting your articles in to me early in the month; it makes this job so much more
enjoyable when you can do the work at your leisure rather than at the last minute.

My home number for now is 432-7826, but the house is up for sale for immediate possesion so I may not
be living there much longer -- no big deal. They say that when your life crashes and you have to start
over again it builds character -- with the way my life has been these last few months, when the dust
seltles, I should be some character!
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Have a GREAT summer and raise a little Hell - I know I'm going to! -Randy Pakan
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The solstice is approaching rapidly, as can be
seen by those disgustingly late sunsels these days,
not to mention perpetual twilight which has arrived
with a vengeance. There is still occasion to look
up if one stays up late enough. There was a superb
conjunction in late May with Mars next to Regulus
like a second fiery Lion's heart. On another occasion
| obzerved {Warning: Oxymoron Imminent) a superb
aurora featuring extremely intense shades of violet.

As true darkness subsided in May, the ever-aclive
Edmonton Centre Observers’ Group got further
involved in another worthwhile pursuit: the public
education outreach,

International Astronomy Week occurred May 1-7,
with our activities centred on the weekend. A number
of Edmonton Centre members participated by
bringing their private telescopes to Coronation Park
to augment the regular crew at the Space & Science
Centre's Public Observalory. Telescopes were sel
up by ShirLee Adamson, Paul Campbell, Larry
Hotton, Bruce McCuordy, Barry Nonay,
and Terry Nonay. Other assistance was provided
Sherry MacLeod, Mel Rankin, and Brad Richens.
My memaory is failing me (CRAFT Disease),
s as always, my apologies to those I've omitted.

As often seems to be the case, the weather did not
fully cooperate, although some reasonable ohserving
was accomplished by the patient. On Friday night,
only the first quarter Moon burned through the
prevailing clouds for much of the evening. Of
course, if | was limited to a sinple object to show
the general public, the Moon would be my choice,
although il seems nol everyone agrees with
me. By late evening conditions cleared for some
reasonable observations of a variety of objecls,
Saturday night was completely cloudy, although
over 200 people turned up for general discussions
about astronomy and telescopes, and free night

sky shows mun by Tyler Foster in the Queen Elizabeth
Planetarium, On Sunday, excellent conditions
prevailed for our largest crowd of the weekend,
as we received a promotional boost on the [TV
NEWS.

Total attendance for the weekend was close Lo 1,000
people of all ages. 1know that I personally distributed
planet cards to nearly to 100 youngsters.

The following weekend, an impromptu Sidewalk
Astronomy session was organized by the
indefatigable Larry Wood at Gazebo Park,
Besides Larry, Paul Larry Hotton, Bruce, Barry,
Mel, and Amold Rivera brought their telescopes.
Over 500 curious people stopped for a look at the
Moon, Mercury, Mars and Mizar. This was a
different crowd, however, as I didn’t give away a
single planet card; Old Strathcona on a Friday night
is not a place for the young or the faint of heart.
Many folks stopped on their way in or out
of the Horizon Stage, where the improv theatre
actors apparently took advantage of the occasion
to do quite a send-up of us astro- gecks. Once
again, though, people seemed to be universally
grateful for the opportunity to observe our solar
system through quality telescopes.

Poor conditions prevailed on Saturday, and only
Larry - who never lets a few clouds gel in the way
of an observing session - returned 1o talk astronomy
with another couple hundred passersby.

Meanwhile, at the Observatory the ongoing public
edocation program carries on with little fanfare,
something [ will attempt to rectify here. 1994 saw
attendance increase yet again - as it has
every year since the RASC became directly involved
in its operation - - this time by over 20% 1o 21,303,
Volunieer hours also achieved a new record of
2,014. George Maher led the way with an incredible
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