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I must admit -- I became panic-stricken when | realized what competent footsteps I have to
follow in the person of Sylvia Smith, and the only president’s message 1 could envision was
HELP!!

However on further consideration, 1 didn’t feel it was a very dignified message (though certainly
appropriate) so I'1l just say, | have soooooo much to leamn that I am rather overwhelmed at this
point, but I'm looking forward to the challenge, and with another casino, and the General
Assembly it looks like we have an exciting two years coming up. May dark, clear skies lift your
spirits] o

ShirLee Adamsen

[ And may vour council meetings be as shord as your president’s message -Ed. |
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Well two more months and it's my favorite time of year. No not spring observing -- STARBUST!
For the new members, STARBUST is our traditional April fool's issue that makes Mel cringe at how we
can spend so much money on mailing out nothing but a pack of lies. What's called for 1s: bad jokes,
cartoons, incriminating photos, cheap shots, lies, slander, innuendo, B.S., pretty much anything but the
truth...you know, like Larry’s observations (sorry Larry, I just thought that I would get the hall rolling).
Everyone must put their name or initials on their work so that people will know who (o get even with
next vear, Or you can do like I do and insult everyone who owns a Schmidt Cass, or whose initials are
P.C. Catch ya later. - Randy

STARDUST articles may be sent by: Modem: 437-6532 (call first for connection)
E mail: pakanr@geog.ualberta.ca

Snail Mail: Randy Pakan
11133-19 A ve. Edmonton, Alta.
ToJ 4Z5

On the Cover is Barry Amold and his incredible new telescope. It's a 16 inch f3.7!
I have banged together a few telescopes myself and | don’t impress easily -- let me say that this
is a very impressive piece of work, Barry, Dave, and [ spent one night chasing my favorite
objects, Sharpless nebulae, and as expected this scope performed beautifully. Add yet another
"Big Gun" to the Edmonton Centre's deep-sky arsenal. See page 9 for " A Heavenly 3.7," a
litle that I chose to do this scope justice. - Randy.
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The unusually moderate temperatures that prevailed
around the end of January's new Moon were
something of a mixed blessing to local observers.
Frequently mild winter conditions are accompanied
by a solid cloud cover; however, in this case we
seemed to enjoy clear blue skies throughout the
day, only to have clouds roll in after sunset to
thwart our observing. The official Waskehegan
observing session of January 27 was wiped out.
The alternate night of Saturday was well attended
by about a dezen observers, but after a couple of
good hours the clouds again rolled in from the
west while aurora attacked from the north.

The early hours of that evening did feature excellent
transparency with fair seeing. Several of the large
aperture telescopisis reported seeing the Horsebhend
Nebula without the aid of a filter. Randy Pakan
was tracking down Sharpless Nebuloe with (relative)
ease, while others were looking at a variety of
exotic winter objects from obscure catalogues,
The good conditions were all (oo fleeting, however;
by the time Mars attained a decent altitude, it was
as featureless as if there were a planet-wide dust
SLOIM in progress.

On a number of other unscheduled evenings various
observers gathered at Blackfoot 2. One regular of
late has been Barry Amold, who jost finished a
new "galaxy-class” telescope, a superb 16" £/3.7.
Like a nomber of other Edmonton Cenire scopes,
this one features Arnold optics, which 1 guess
makes Barry's the first local telescope in quite
some lime in which the owner ground his own
mirror. (See page nine for details) For excellence
in desipgn and optics, Barry is recognized with the
Sirins Observer Award (Eightieth-Wave category).

Larry Hotton also turned up with a new 10-inch
Meade 21208 Schmidi-Cassegrain which he has
been putting through its paces. Unfortunately it

had an intractable focussing problem which forced
Larry to retumn it to the manufacturer for repairs.
Larry is hopeful to have it back and in good working
order before too many observing windows pass.

Meanwhile, Sherry Macleod has completed her
roundup of Messier objects through Paul Campbell's
telescope, sweeping up M93 on January 21, As
Sherry no longer belongs to what Paul calls the
Society for Canadian Unregisterad Members
(S.C.U.M.) and 15 an official Edmonton Centre
member, she will qualify for her Messier Centificate
once she convinces me she really observed all 110
objects. Faor this observing accomplishment, Sherry
also receives the nod as a Sirius Observer
Award winner (Seen and Certified All Messiers
(5.C.A.M.) Category).

Russ Sampson met last month’s challenge of
observing naked eye planets, as he successfully
spied Jupiter about two minutes after sunrise on a
crisp January morning. Unfortunately, clouds
prevailed throughout the week of the Jupiter-Venus
conjunction, depriving us of some superb moming
observing.

This month T polled a number of active observers
to provide their observing plans for 1995, This is
by no means a complete list, as a review of the
membership list indicated we have over 60 active
observers that I know, plus undoubtedly quite a
few more that [ don't. This is indeed an active
Observers’ Group.

ShirLee Adamson - Get back to serions observing
from my reofiop Observatory. Track down the
spring objects for my Messier Certificate,
Observe more double stars.

Willy Anhorn - Start and finish Messier list in one
calendar year. Possibly Mount Kobau,
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