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hope vou all enjoyed yourselves during the festive season and found lots of exciting things
under the tree from Santa on Christmas morning.  As for myself, I spent most of the time
painting and cleaning the house, not the usual things to do when you have some time off,

| find, with this being my last President’s message, that I'm somewhat at a loss for words to
describe my feelings about leaving the position of President of the Edmonton RASC. On the
one hand I'll miss being "in the loop" on the various things going on. Meeting the different
people that have come through the centre either as guests or members or as speakers has been
interesting to say the least. To have participated in various activities has been fun and satisfying.
But all good things must come to an end and 1 have found it increasingly difficult over the past
few months to give the position the attention il deserves. [ guess it is besl to say goodbye with
satisfaction for the projects that went well and with regret for the ones that didn't quite work
out. To our new President | say good luck and have fun.

Next month’s speaker will be Dr. Doug Hube, our National RASC President. In March, our
"mystery” guest speaker will be none other than Alan Dyer, who is always entertaining and
interesting, Finally, in April. Craig Makarowski has agreed to speak about his recent trip to
Arizona and such sights as Meteor Crater and the Lowell Observatory. s

Goodbye and clear skies.

Spbia Sutth

[Sylvia, I know that I speak for the entire membership when I say that you have done a
superh job of being president. When you hove a pood person in the position it makes the rest of
us want to go that extra mile, THANK YOU' from all of us -Randy|

STARDUST articles may be sent by: Modem: 437-6532 (call first for cennection)
E mail: pakanr@geog.ualberta.ca

Snail Mail: Randy Pakan
11133-19 A ve. Edmonton, Alta.
T6J 4Z5

On the Cover is an illustration 1 did usin 2 KAT Power Tools (these are the ones that were
used in Terminator IT to make the liquid metal cyborg). So what does the 50 mean? Is
STARDUST 50 years old? No it just turned 40, Is the editor 507 No I'm in my extremely late
thirties (43). The 50 is a personal milestone; it's my 50th cover since I started doing them in
1987. I did this one on one of my lunch hours -- in the "old days" of mechanical paste up it
would have taken me most of the day.  The best is yet to come! - Randy.
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Happy New Year! Today (Jan. 1) T indulged
and occasionally over-indulged in a few annuoal
traditions, one of which is replacing calendars. 1
put up the new RASC Observer’s Calendar in a
choice location, pausing as [ took down the old
one Lo reflect on the remarkable year that has passed.

It's a tidy little corner of the universe we live in
these days. The Sun is bald as a cue ball, Jupiter's
comet spots are fading to oblivion, and now HST
images have revealed Neptune's Great Dark Spot
has disappeared. (I wish my house were so spotless!)
This apparent orderliness belies the dynamic, violent
universe that 1s coming into ever clearer focus for
modem astronomers and cosmologists.

Astronomy may be the oldest of the sciences -
okay, Keith, I'll grant you physics - but new
discoveries are unfolding al a breathtaking race.
In a recent Edmaonton Journal article describing
the year's Lop len stories in science and
medicine, fully half were related to astronomy,
with three in the burgeoning field of gene research
and one each in particle physics and palacontology.
The astronomy stories included: the Hubble repair
mission; & supermassive black hole in M87; a large
nearby galaxy, Dwingleloo 1, discovered in the
"Zone ol Avoidance”; the apparent paradox of the
universe being younger than some of its resident
stars, postulated by Canadian astronomers and
confirmed by HST observations; and of course,
the year's big story, the Greal Comet Crash of
Shoemaker-Levy 9 with Jupiter,

This last was of greatest interest to amateur
astronomers, as the effects of the titanic impacts
could be seen down here on Earth's surface through
telescopes of the most modest aperture. It was
appropriate that Jupiter’s first bruise - the so-called
"G Spot" - was first confirmed locally by seasoned
planetary observer Murray Paulson. When making
my New Year’s wish for the Great Comet of 1994

those negative magnitude "hairy stars” with a ten-
degree tail for which we are still overdue. What
we got instead was a comet so faint we couldn’t
directly observe it visually despite valiant attempts,
However, at year's end, I can’t argue with Carolyn
Shoemaker’s claim that the "string of pearls" she
co-discovered was in Fact the comet of the century.

The almost unimaginable forces of the impacts
grabbed the attention of the press and then the
public. While we may have wished for the impacts
to occur whe Jupiter was higher in the sky and
close to opposition, the circumstance of the planet
being visible in the evening hours during the summer
months was ideal for public exposure. At the ESSC
Observatory we would have been overwhelmed
by over 5,000 vigitors had not over 30 members of
the Edmonton RASC come through by volunteering
their telescopes and precious observing time. The
result was excellent exposure of astronomy and
the RASC to an appreciative public.

The vear was chock full of other interesting events
and accomplishments for local observers. We
experienced three eclipses locally - all under clear
skies| - while a fourth, a spectacular total eclipse
of the Sun, was successfully observed in South
America by members Harold Jacobsen and
Alister and Valerie Ling. We had a fine circumpolar
nova which was actively tracked by a number of
members, and two supernovag in prominent galaxies
during their prime observing windows. The Perseid
meteor shower put on a fine show for over 20
Edmaonton observers in two locations.

Four members - Ben Gendre, Sylvia Smith, Amold
Rivera, and Roger Fell - qualified for their Messier
certificates. Randy Pakan recently completed his
application for the new "Finest NGC" certificate.
Randy had actually observed all the objects long
since, but he undertook the laborious task of
transcribing his observing notes and re-sketching
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