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first episode of "Star Dust” (the television series) finish taping. It has been edited and made

ready to show on Shaw Cable Community Channel. As of this writing T don’t have any
broadeast times so watch your TV listings. Planning for the next episode is underway and you can
still get involved by contacting Tyler Foster, Gene Sydor or me. Tt is definitely an interesting
experience! Thanks to all who took part in the first episode.

T he past six weeks have been fairly busy for the Edmonton Centre. The end of March saw the

The annual Edmonton Regional Science Fair took place on the April 9/10 weekend. The winner of
the RASC award had a presentation on Black Holes and according to our judges was well deserving
of the prize.

April 15/17 saw our public Starnight in celebration of Astronomy Day. We had the vsual assortment
of scopes at the deck of the ES&SC. A highlight was the fantastic auroral display on Saturday the
16th. 1t rippled, flashed, swirled and basically made it difficult to observe anything else. Even more
amazing was the red tinge it had, visible even at our light polluted site. Another highlight was our
mini planetarium show put on at the Q E Planetarium, Originally planned as a children’s show, we
had many more adults than kids. Most of the shows were very well attended and received. Many
thanks to Tyler Foster and Frank Florian for all their planning and hard work and to all those who
managed 1o come out and donate their time or telescopes for this important public activity.

Looking ahead to June, July and August , there are several activities to keep an eye out for. On the
weekend of June 10/12 at the Coast Terrace Inn is a Science Fiction and Fantasy Conference
organized by RASC member Howard Gibbins. The RASC plans to have a presence there to help
emphasize the science in science fiction.

Our June meeting is on the 13th. Planned talks are on Nova Casseiopeia, the descent of comet
Shoemaker/Levy 9 into Jupiter's atmosphere, and twilight observing. This will be our final meeting
befare we break for the summer.

Over the summer, we have the actual "Comet Crash” in July; a comet watch is being planned so
keep in touch with Bruce McCurdy for more information.

In August we can look forward to the Alberta Star Party (Aug. 5/7) and the Mt. Kobau Star Party
(Aug. 12/14). Try to attend the June meeting to learn more about these. v

Clear (non-auroral) Skies|

Syloia Swith 1564674

On the Cover is a computer drawing of Beta Cephie as it appeared in my scope last observing
session... honest! Wy cool eh! -Lid.
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\ &{' ell, after a cloudy winter, the skies finally
cleared off for both the March and April

observing windows, My best observation was the
speetacular diseovery that the north magnetic pole
has been misplotted all this time and really exists
directly beneath Blackfoot 2. How else can you
explain the aurora that plagued all six of the "dark
sky" sessions I attended? While the displays of
northern lights were frequently colourful and even
spectacular, they were not well received by the
deep sky set. Mysteriously, after a particularly
sensational display on Easter Sunday, George
Graham reported from the Observatory the next
day that not a single sunspot was to be found.

Following a cloudy Friday evening, the official
March session took place on Saturday night, March
5 at Blackfoot 2. The skies cleared off rather late,
which reduced the proup of chservers down Lo a
dozen or 30, The major news item of the night
wis Larry Wood giving up on an object that he
declared oo faint.” 1 felt rather fuint myself gt
this pronouncement. Larry may have to write off
those 23rd magnitude planetaries. Amold Rivera
wis S0 anxious to get observing that he brought

bath of his monster telescopes for o workout. Mew
member Larry Hotton was scanning the skies with
his B-inch Meade Newtonian scope, although he
was handicapped by the fact that his Telrad finder
was temporarily oul of commission after being
blown off by the wind. After months of chomping
at the bit, David Goldingay finally got his new 8-
inch Schmidt-Casseprain to a dack site and made a
great start on his Messier list, By the time [ left,
David was still going strong on his 17th Messier,

That David was there at all was courtesy of Lary
Wood, who gave David and his scope a ride to the
site. In the past the Centre has had a car pool
which allows members with transportation difficulties
(read: "broken down beaters™) the opportunity (o
hitch a ride to the site, [ would like to see this re-
established in a formal way, ['m happy to be the
middleman in all this; anybody either requiring or
able to provide rides shovld give me a call so that
[ can organize a roster.

Our official April observing session was Friday,
April Ist. The skies cleared off from the west
around 8 pom., so | dutifully headed outl to
Waskehegan, Turned out the joke was on me, as |
arrived at an emply parking lot with the clouds
still lingering. I decided to check out Blackfoot 2
on the grounds that our sophisticated new observing
site policy may have escaped attention, but it too
was empty, and cloudier. Operating on the theory
that I should at least observe alone in the right
place, [ doubled back to Waskehegan. Eventually,
Paul Campbell and Sherry MacLeod turned up,
and we had a couple of moderately aurora-free
hours. Unfortunately, none of us had M351 on our
ohserving lists; that night, a supernova was found
in it by three groups of American observers,

Any fears 1 may have had that our observing group
is not thriving were dispelled on Tuesday night
April 5th. Despile it being a weeknight, no fewer
than thirteen people and a dog showed up for another
auroral display. Mine telescopes were on hand
with a combined aperture of 118 inches! T was
glad I hadn’t bothered to bring my puny 8-inch;
this was a pood night to be a parasite, [ particularly
enjoyved comparing the big scopes, such as viewing
the double-lobed planetary in Gemini (NGC 2371/2)
!hrﬂugh the club 17 1/2 and Randy Pakan's 16-
inch.
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