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T his year is the 9th year that I have been
Editor of STARBUST. (Actually that is a
slight exaggeration 1 rounded the number
up from 15 months). And in those 11 vears [ have
never seen such a load of B.5. as what we have
contained in this issue. T would love to quit this
muck-raking job but T really need the extra $12,(00
that the Centre pays me as Editor. (1 can just hear
all the Editors of other Centres hollering when
they read this, many of them are only paid $10,000},

Our equipment tester Dave Clyburn has another
brriel field test for us this month, When he was
diving in Belieze he tested the "Aqua King"
underwater refractor. Dave has provided us with
excellent tips aver the years ranging from; "What
UY block to use in the field when a star goes
supernova”, to " Making a hardy field snack of
melted cheese on loast using a Dew Zapper.”

Yes it is hard to believe that 1've been Editor for
17 vears alrendy, why it seems like only yesterday
that [ changed the name of "Harrington 3" to
" Pakan 7" (once it has been published it becomes
official don't ya know), That was also the year
that I discovered the comet that broke into 22, no |
meant to say 32 picces. Ten of the pieces plowed
inte Jupiter, seven went on and collided with
Neptune, four of them doubled back and did a
quadruple graze of the Moon {allowing me (o
measure not only the Moon's north-south diameter,
but also its east-west), and the 13 others plowed
into the Earth smack dab through the windows of
the Edmonton Parliament Buildings squashing

!"‘.{I.lph Eline like a worm. This was o very sad doy
indeed for Edmontonians, those windows cost the
taxpayers a bundle to replace,

During these 23 years as Editor [ have had many
memorable observing sessions out at Blackfoot.
The one that really stands oul in my mind was the
night that I saw all of the Finest NGCs in one
night. | was just setting up my 16" when | saw a
fireball meteor split into four pieces. This caught
me by surprise and 1 lost my grip on the telescope
tube. The tube fell on top of me cracking me in
the head, but Just before 1 passed out all of the
finest NGCs passed before my eyes. [ just barely
had time to sketch 75 of them before all went black.

This issue was never proofread because Dave is in
the slammer. He was caught spray painting the
walls in the LRT station on campus. He told the
arresting cop that he was just correcting spelling
mistakes in the graffiti, but the cop didn't believe
him. Af first the cop was only writing him a ticket
but when Dave pointed out three spelling mistakes
the cop coffed him. Dave likely could have gotten
off with a court fine, but he blew it when he kept
correcting the grammar of the presiding magistrate.
To make matlers worse Sylvia and Mel refused 1o
OK a cheque for fifty bucks so that I could pay
Dave’s bail -- he will be out on June 21st.

Owver the past year | have received hundreds of
letters to the editor but because of limited space 1
have never run them. 1 have decided to run a few
of the letters this issue as they seem (o have been
written by crackpots -- they should blend right in
with this issue.

Keep yer stick em the ice!

Randy Pakan
STARDUNG Editor

On the Cover isa phote of the refracior commitee chairman Dave Clyburn with the Edmonron
Centre’s new 24" refractor, Dave was not impressed with the tiny 7" the centre purchased and decided
that we showld have ¢ REAL refractor. I topk this photo of him outside the Centre's new ohservatory that
he also purchased, (1 think Dave may be in trouble over this one, he knows that we have to get approval
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Dear Editor;

1"m writing to clear up the recent controversy
among the observers’ group about where
the Orion Nebula is. 1t"s right by Sirus. 1
saw it there last Tuesday night. I don’t care
what the charts say. Go look for yourself if
you don’t believe me.

You know who
Edmonton
Dear Sir;

Cancel my subscription immediately, |1
was disgusted by the recent article that
suggested that Schmidt-Cassegrain owners
are stupid and should be lined up and shot.
Clearly, they should be run over by garbage
trucks!

Cv Chaotic
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Dear Editor;

Congratulations on a superb publication.
[ thought your readers might be interested
in the preliminary results of some double
blind testing that I have been engaged in to
compare refracting versus reflecting
telescopes. [ chose two keen amateur
astronomers and conducted my fest on a
night of excellent seeing. After poking them
in the eyes with a sharpened Allen key, neither
could distinguish between the refractor and
the reflector. Still, much research needs to
be done.

Daabie § Resuliy
Llniversiny aof Alberta

Dear Stardust;

I was at first surprised, and then frightened
by what I at first assuimed to be the careless
writing in the Movember Stardust. | am
referring to the vse of the invented word
"telescopist” by wordmeister Alister Ling
in his article on observing a lunar eclipse
al the ESSC. 1 quole precisely from Mr.
Ling’s article: "Telescopists were prepared;
i gang of about B took care of the deck
instruments, while another dozen had
cameras, camcorders, binoculars, and scopes
pointing at the Moon."

Let us deconstruct this seemingly innocent
prose to reveal its dark and vgly secrets,
First, why does Mr. Ling use the invented
word “telescopisis” rather than obvious
alternatives including "volunteers" or
"amateur astronomers"? Had Mr. Ling so
chosen, he also might have used the Greek
"teleskopos," meaning “"Farseeing,"

Mote the characterization of the
"telescopists" as a sinister "gang."
"Telescopists" are not benign, nor indeed
do they even necessarily have telescopes --
some are equipped with cameras and
camcorders. Why?

Who then is this sinister group and what
coded message 15 Mr. Ling sending?

Linguistic analysis reveals the relationship
of Mr. Ling’s "telescopists” to the Greek
verb "skopein," meaning to waich secretly
for hostile purposes. Aa Ha! The initially
confusing reference to their having cameras
instead of telescopes is clear! Traitors!
Does anyone believe they were filming the
Maoon?!

Mr, Ling has evidently chanced upon a
conspiracy, but is afraid to speak openly!

Who is this secret group? [Is the sinister
Mr. Wood the leader of this dangerous
nocturnal fraternity? Just how did they "take
care” of the deck instruments? Why do
they gather there even on cloudy nights?

1 anxiously await Mr. Ling’s future articles
for more coded messages that will shed light
on this frightening conspiracy.

Perry Noid
frunker Alberia
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i CHERRY is a star-struck model
| who loves astrology, moonlit o
oI nights, white lighting, and nerdy ||
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