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as it been a year already?
I have come an incredibly
long way in the past year rom
being computer illiterate, but
I still learn something new
=3 with each new issue of
STARDUST that [ turn out,
Had I known that being editor
was gmng to take up so much of my time I doubt
that I would have volunteered to it, but I like a
challenge and I'm not a quitter, so as the saying
goes - fust do it

One of the reasons [ wanted to be editor is that
our photography section at work (which T am in
charge of) is making the transition from a
convenltional "wet lab" into electronic image
processing, so this was the perfect opportunity for
me to " jump in". I am grateful to the Centre for
letting me da this and 1 recommend it to anyone
who may be in a similar position. But now that 1
have a handle on the system [ plan on remaining
editor for at least couple of more years (or longer)
so that I can make a valvable contribution to the
Centre.

There is a slight downside to my being editor.
The university insists that IBM equipment is installed
in my lab, so now I have to relearn everything! 1
was shocked to find out that software such as Word
Perfect and Adobe lllustrator is totally different
for IBM than for the Next. Iknew that there would
be differences, but they are so different that they
may as well have tolally different names, "So as
fong as T don’t get the two systems mixed up,
learning hoth of them will be to my advantage; 1
will know two systems rather than just one.

Many thanks toall of the people that contributed

..... editorial

to STARDUST in the past year. Keep up the
excellent work; we have a great newsletter, As for
all of you who have only been fhinking of
contributing something - ger with it/

Although some of our regular writers are semi-
professional this is not an "old-boys-club®. Tt is
your newsletter and by getting involved it adds an
entirely new avenue to this hobby. I started out by
making brief field notes of my observations that
evolved into short articles, and now it is nothing
for me to rattle off a couple of pages. Give it a
try, you just might be surprised how self-fulfilling

it can be|
* * *

Many thanks to my wife Michelle for proof-
reading STARDUST this month. Our dear
proofreader is on assignment skin diving in Belize!
Dave said he wanled to field test the new "Agua
King" underwater refractor. 1 said that I would
give him $20 to test it at the W.E.M. swimming
hole, but he insisted that it had to be tested in salt
waler - fropical salt water. So | gave him the
STARDUST plastic and keys to the Lear Jet; he
promised a feature article for our April issue. Asl
peck away at this keyboard T am sure he is lying
on the beach with one of those rum drinks that
have the little umbrellas in it. I hope he doesn’t
forgel what he should do every 15 minutes when
sun fanning under that intense ultra-violet light,
- prder another one of them rum drinks! T

Randy Pakan
STARDUST Editor ,

Ph, 437-6532,

11133-19 Ave. Edmonton,
T6J 475

On the Cover is the design that we used for the Centre T-shirt . Murray designed it
and T drew it and did the layout on the STARDUST computer. There were other entries but
Murray felt that it would be nice to feature our new Starfire refractor. The shirts are available
in various styles and sizes, See Murray for more information.
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I hope all of you enjoyed the holiday season. Even with the full Moon there were some
beautiful, crisp nights and I'm sure some of you were out observing. What better way to enjoy
the night sky!

This year holds promise to be an exciting time for our centre. We have some interesting
speakers lined up. On January 23rd, David Levy will be giving a special talk at the Space &
Sciences Centre. Admission for the talk will be $3 for RASC members and $5 for non-
members. He is a very interesting person and the talk will be well worth attending. For our
February meeting, we are expecting Peter Faulkner from the Calgary Centre (o give a talk on his
observing experiences while Eing in Australia. Our March meeting will be moved to Wednesday,
March 16th to accommodate the travel schedule of the RASC National President, Peter Broughton.
Please attend this meeting if you can. Mr. Broughton has just released his book on the history
of the RASC and I'm sure we can learn something about the history of our organization, We are
also working on inviting other guest speakers in addition to our own interesting members.

Activity-wise, things are also looking up. We will be having another organizational meeting
for holding the 1996 GA here in Edmonton. We have been approached by an Edmonton retailer
to help instruct their staff and customers in telescope buying and construction, and on helping
expand knowledge of the night sky - part of our mandate! How many times have members
complained about the (lack of ) quality of scopes offered by retail stores? Well now is your
chance to do something about it! Finally, Shaw Cable has approached us to produce, in any
format that we choose, programs on astronomy related topics to be broadcast on the Cable 10
Community Channel. They will provide the training, video equipment, and studio. We would
provide everything else. This is an excellent opportunity to involye family members in a
volunteer activity that they may have fun doing. We will be making a formal decision (I hope)
at the January meeting. If you wish to become involved in any way please contact me or any
other member of council.

Hopefully I haven't scared anyone off by mentioning all the above activities (I haven’t even
got into Astronomy Day ). It is important that you contribute in any way that you can, we
always have the same handful of people doing all of the work! Our mandate as a non-profit
sociely is to promote and increase knowledge of astronomy. That can only happen with the
participation of our membership. Whether you give a few hours a week or a few hours a month
is immaterial. The fact is we need your participation and what is more, we welcome it! Think
about !it - what you get out of this centre and this hobby is directly proportionate to what you put
into it!

Keep looking up!

Sybrin Swith #56-467¢
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COMET HUNTER DAVID H. LEVY

The Astronomer

D avid H, Levy is one of the world’s best known astronomers. He has discovered 19 comets,

7 solo discoveries and 12 jointly with Eugene and Carolyn Shoemaker. David searches for
comets monthly from Palomar Observatory in California, Born in Montreal, Levy now resides
in Tucson, Arizona, where he observes the night sky and pursues his writing,

David has a Master's degree in English from Queen’s University, in Ontario and is the author
of 9 astronomy related books. He has observed and written a biography about Clyde Tombaugh,
the discoverer of Pluto. He has most recently published The Man Who Sold the Milky Way, a
biography of Bart Bok, and is a regular contributor to Sky and Telescope magazine,

This experienced observer and scientist has a uniquely personal approach to sharing astronomy
with the public. His romantic passion and vast knowledge of astronomy make David Levy an
engaging ambassador to the stars.

THE 1994 COMET CRASH TOUR
The Comet

Lis called Periodic Comet Shoemaker-Levy 9, one of the most intriguing celestial discoveries

of the century. Discovered by the Levy-Shoemaker trio on March 24, 1993, this comet will
crash into the planet Jupiter in July 1994, An earlier close encounter with Jupiter tore the comet
into 17+ smaller comets, each one is headed for a fiery death when these world's collide,

\ T : -:' Rl '-'-.r. | P IR R [ |
Comet Hunter David Levy in his backyard Comet Shoemaker-Levy 9 will collide with
observatory in Tucson, Arizona. Jupiter in 1994, producing a rare display.

David Levy will be lecturing at the UofA on January 21st at 3 pm in room P-126, in the
Physics department. He will be giving his Comet Crash presentation at the Edmonton Space &
Science Centre on January 23rd at 7:30 pm. The talk at the UofA is free, and at the ES&SC
prices are $5 for the public, and $3 for youths and RASC members.
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