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Cover to Cover

s editorial

Igue&s you would call this
issue a reader participation
issue. There are two items

that 1 would appreciate a

response to, The first is a

survey of what you would

like to see in STARDUST.

2% 22~ It only takes a couple of
= minutes to fill out.

The second item is an astronomy
crossword puzzle. Russ Sampson came up with
the idea; he bought a computer program that can
generate puzzles. We will be seeing Russ's work
in future issues; meanwhile, I've created a puzzle
by hand, [t's a lot of work not only designing the
mechanics of it, but also making it practical for
both the novice and the experienced amateur -- no
small task! It took me over 15 hours to design it
and two hours to lay it out on the computer,
Some of the answers are simple, but a few of
them I made tricky. Let me know what you think
of Russ's idea (via the survey).

Concerning our modem, we made the mistake
of trying to use shareware to run it. Shareware
is great if it comes with instructions, bul none of
the three programs that I tried would work. Because
the computer constantly got hung-up, T endured
aver 23 hours of frustration. [ was forced into a
hard shutdown several times, but fortunately the
Next has a self-repairing program to restore any
memaory loss (T wish [ could do that).

I met twice with the Next reps at the U of A,
but before we could sort things out Next
laid them off as part of their "getting out of the
hardware business." There is a program that is
meant for this set-up, but it costs $200, and the
modem itself was only $90 -- that erks me.
I think we have already spent too much.

I realize that a modem could link us up to
Compuserve , etc., but I already put 30 plus hours
into STARDUST every month -- I don’t have any
more time to donate to these offshoots,

Well that's it for this half of the year; it has
gone by quickly. I've not only learned an incredible
amount about desktop publishing, but Dave is
teaching me a lot about grammar and sentence
structure. He not only proofreads STARDUST
but peinis out the mistakes and how the
sentences should have been written, We will not
correclt a sentence if it means completely
rewording it, except on the odd occasion when
the author has asked for our help.

My contribution to STARDUST is obvious.
Graphic design, layout, text handling - it speaks
for itself. Dave's work, on the other hand, is
behind the scenes and abstract, but certainly every
bit as important. Many thanks to a good friend!

To end on a fun note: I missed the May 14
observing session because Michelle and [ spent
the night lounging with Barry and Barb in their
wonderfully decadent hot tub in the backyard of
their new house. The sky was about as dark as at
Waskcehegan, and the view is a great panoramic
sweep. We soaked and sipped fine German wine
as the canopy of stars unfolded, Barry's 10-inch
Newtonian was nearby for observing Jupiter, and
we also had some excellent views of the color
spectrums of several stars using Barry's new
spectroscopic eyepiece. | realize that this type of
observing is just not the same as standing around
slapping mosquitos out in the bush, but hey,
somebody has to do il
Clear Sinuses
Randy Pakan

“ Have o great summer! .
STARDUST Editor

On The Cover isacurious sketeh by Theodore G. Mehlin done in 1959. Held at a distance of
two meters this sketch shows what the earth and Moon would look like when viewed at 100 power from

Venus when Venus is at its minimum distance from us,
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Well, the days are getting longer and the nights are getting shorter, and we are getting closer
to summer, You know, that time of year when you don't go out to observe because the
perpetual twilight to the north imprints itself on your retina, making it impossible to see
those faint fuzzies. Actually, if you're really keen {translate as addicted) on observing you
can still go out around midnight and get in a couple of hours to at least partially satisfy your
desire (translate as craving).

Others less dedicated (translate as saner) can wait until August when the Alberta Star Party
(August 11 - 15) and the Mount Kobau Star Party(August 18-22) signal the start to a whole
new season of long, dark, cold nights spent glued to the eyepiece, You have until
then to enjoy a social life. You know, going out with the love of your life, spouse, family
andfor friends to "normal” gatherings such as movies, sporting events, picnics or barbecues.
Speaking of the latter two, there is a way to combine them with a bit of potential observing by
coming out to the Summer Solstice Debauvchery Party on June 19 at Martin and Shirlee Adamson’s
acreage. This is a family event (the debauchery part is just to attract your attention). The only
rules are BYOB and BYOF (food) and expect to have a good time,

Even if you don't get out to any of our summer "observing" events, I hope we have a long
stretch of warm days and cool, clear nights that make you feel guilty for not being out
star-gazing.

Happy Sammer!
Syloia Swith 4564614

thas roots

STARDUST page 3



Uherta Star arty

This year’s ASP will be held at Eagle Lake Campground, just east of Strathmore, Alberta. It promises
to be an exciting event due fo the closeness of the Perseid melcor shower peak, which some say should

be the best in recent times. The high activity seen last year, despite the almost full Moon, should
continue with better lunar conditions this year.

The facilities include hot showers, a limited number of serviced sites for RVs, a pavillion to set up
photo displays and have slide shows, a softball diamond (bring your mit!), and even programs for
children (let us know if you are interested). As well, there is swimming and canoeing in the lake. The
park gates will be closed by 11 PM, before the end of twilight, so that we will not be bothered by car
headlights late in the night,

Although the core activities are from Friday to Sunday, peaple will be present on Wednesday evening
to take in the maximum of the Perseids, predicted by the Observer's Handbook to be Thursday moming.
Meteor observing from a deck chair is a great way (o learn the constellations, We encourage all of you
to join us starting Wednesday. Even more nights are available: just note it on your application,

Other highlights include;
Some before-dark presentations by well-known Alberta amateurs
A beginner's constellation walk-through
Swap Table
Roving scope doctors during twilight to help you with your telescope or observing,
A panel of experts to answer your questions from Alcor to Zubenelgenubi
10 minute slide shows in case of cloudy nights, Whether it's building an observatory or CCD

imaging, bring YOUR best, including Murphy shots! Please limit yourself to 10-15 slides.
Dwoor prizes!

Fees:

nights X $9 per tent =
nights X $12 per RV (i.e. with hookups) =
$7.00 Pre-Registration fee (per active astronomer) =

(Make cheques payable 1o RASC Edmonton) Total =

Please note that the registration fee is $15 at the gate, Any profits will be recycled into next year's
A.5.P. by reducing the registration or having more door prizes or by inviting an out-of-province
speaker. If you have any suggestions, we'd love to hear them. Also, we would like to have the ASP at

a permanent site; if you visit any campgrounds this summer, please ask about group rates, reservations,
lights, a place to show slides, showers, eic., and let us know,

A detailed package including maps and events will be mailed to you upon receipt of your camping
and repistration fees,

Send your fees, cost break-down, and name & address to:
A.8.P.'93, c/o Alister Ling 13327 116 Ave, Edmonton AB T5M 3E4.
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