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I'm back, for just one more issue. Since I'd
been your STARDUST editor for the last half year
including the January issue, and had done its
covers for much longer, | struck a deal back in
December with Randy Pakan, our new Editor
that | would still do this April spool Issue. | am
vary sure you can look forward to many excellent
issues of STARDUST from our new computer
and our naw Editor.

Astronomy Is one of those disciplines that doasn't
lend itself very wall to humaour. To Ihe aesthetically
or philosophically inclined, it is awesome and
profound. To the precise, it attracts a specialized
exaciness. For example, some members can
actually stay awake through a long presentation
on photometry of eclipsing binary stars {a topic
eminently suited to the JOURNAL, don't ya'think?)

So what do we joka about, and who are this monih's
victims? This month we examine the telescopic
equipment we use. We reveal our prejudices - eg.
limited planetary viewing versus profound deep
slky observing; or dinky refractors versus magnificent
reflectors. We touch on the personalilies of those
who lurk amongstl us - some innocent, some
insincere, afl reflecting the human state. Just
look around you at the next Centre meefing -
frightening isnt it? The audience may include
everything from esteemed astrophysics profes-
sors, to those who praclice truly WEIRD SCIENCE.
There is never any shorlage of special

crystal flashiights for inter-stellar communication,
or hardhats for protection from interplanetry bom-
bardment (Jupiter being the last planet du jour),
When vou next look into the eyes of the parson
sitting next to you, can you be sure just who's in
thera?

STARGUST

Advertisernents of commercial suppliers zlso fall
victim. Some firms are so deluded, they think
they can convince ight-fisled amateur astronomers
to actually part with their after-tax dollars to buy
their products! Motice the few members who did
buy expensive scopes or eyepieces - they all had
to get notes from their wives firstl At least the
adverlising revenue may keep expatriot, Al Dyer,
of an astonomy magazing employed. You know
the one - it's displayed right next to the astrology
stuff and tabloids at your supermarket chackoul.

About our contribulors. Thank you very much for
taking on the challenge because most of the time
it can be difficult to see the humour in our hobby
and in ourselves. Let's not take ourszives foo
sariously. Contributors this issus includes Centre
Prez, Sylvia Smith and Observers' Coordinator,
Paul Campbell with thelr usual montnly columns
{albeil really off the wall); Bruce McCurdy and
Alister Ling -(Nom de Plume: Al Sterfing); | even
imported an article from (horrors) Central Cana-
da, and Halifax (probably our soul ==t=2rs becalse
they actually enjoy thelr astronomy 1o0). | also
taok the liberty of "contributing” artices on behalf
of club personalities Paul Campbell, Russ
Sampson and Randy Pakan (with their gracious
prior consent). For the rest of this issue, you'll
have to bear with my material, graphics, and
camputer artwork, Apologies in advance

Clear Skies - Bob Drew, STARALIST Editor

Thi ! ver:

* The Media scoop of the Year! Right here in STARAUST! For details aboul this enormaus scope

please zee our COVER STORY at page 6.

* Cover artwork and design by Bob Drew, computer generated on a NeXT workstation using

Appsolt IMAGE (an image manipulation programy,
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FROM THE THRONE

“Its time to put the 'Royal’ back into the
Royal Astronomical Society of Canada".

A message from SYLVIA SMITH, Chief
Executive Officer and President of the
RASC - Edmonton Centre.

In this article Her Majesty tells you how
to start observing in her realm.
So listen up!

nd now for something completely different. As
yeu may be aware, [ am not the most experienced

server. 1 find that L am indebted to the more sericus
minded tembers for worthy obeerving projects. Currently,
1 am working on my Messier list, As a beginmer,
however, it was a greal help to learn of some simple
objects to start on the road to being a real dark - sky
enthusiasl.

The easiest ohjects to see are the constellations, and to
a cerlain extent, the asterisms within them, The Big
Gipper in Worsa Meajor is an excellent starting point.
Just lnok for the grouping of slars that Took like Roriald
Reapan. Another worhy candidoce is that of the Mighty
Frerewles and his friend Newton (That's me, Herc!
That's me!}, Looking at this constellation will leave
you less nauseons than watching the eriginal cartoon,

Orher abjects resemble items of food, pacdeutady it
you happen 1o abserve while you're hungry, A good
example of this is in the constellation of Ple - ces, which
resembles, you gucssed it, a large apple pie. In the
cenire is an easily identifiable asterism of the letter "4".

& more difficull constellation 1o see is that of Comb
Berenice's Hair: It s2ems to be maore lustrous and
shining afier a liwd min probably due to the washing
action on their siands of hair,. Dandmoff can be a problem
andl care must be taken while observing to protect any
mirrors in open tuhes from getting dirty.

The constelation Puppies is also a fine object of study.
See if you can find the 101 small spotied asterisms
lacated in this mos! interesting area of the sky.

Once beginner observers have mastered the constellations,
they can begin the more challenging deep sky objects.
There are thousands of them, but "1 limit this list to a
few of the more interesting ones, A good start is the
Andromedary Galaxy near Camelopardalis. Look for
the distinctive hump which gives it its name, A second
casily found object is that which encircles the Sguar
Pepasir constellation. Known as the Round Hole Nebula,
its major characteristic is that of an incompletely filled
circle. A more challenging ohject is the Wrong Nebnda
in the constellation L, Searching for this can be very
frustrating a5 you can never be sure you're looking at
the fght one, A new object, unknown len years ago,
is my final object worth observing. The Roseanne
Nebuili in Monaronowy is thought 1o be a vanizble object,
Trwisible at first, it became louder and larger aver the
past few years. Although remapining quite visible now,
it is gradually decreasing in sive. Astronomers doubt
it will ever disappear entirely: it will probably stay
large envugh to distract you from even dimmer sights,

This listing is just a few of the many nighttime sights
awaiting you. They may require no great skill to find
but they will give you several hours of pleasant oheerving,
If you don't believe me, then take vour 1zlescope oul
and CEPHELUS SELF!
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f/‘?&'ﬁ"&iffﬂf Snobs

By Brian McCullough  Reprinted without permission from
the October, 1992 Ottawa Cenlre newslelter, AstroNotes

Cioh. Touchy subject. But don't Kid yourself. They're
out there, The refractor snobs - God's gift to amareur
astronomy.

In case you didn’t already know it, refractor snobs
are the guys (in both sexes of the word) who make
the distinction between amateor astronomy  and
backyard astronomy. For them it's simple. Amateur
astronamers use finely engineered refracting telescopes
to pursue their discovery and onderstanding of the
universe. Backyard types (little better than tripped
out Star Trek junkies) mess around with mirrors,
Dobsonian mounts, bits of Velero and who knows
what-al else in the pursuit of....er, whatever it is those
unwished backyard types pursue.

They wouldn't dream of using a2 mirror
{except maybe to admmire themselves)

Snobs. They're nothing better than trumped-up lens
lackeys, if you ask me. Don't like mirrors, hey? Why,
the ultra -snobs won't even look at a star diagonal,
i The straight-through imape is so much purer, don't
v'know.) And as car drivers they’re awlul, Too snooty
cven to check their mirrors hefore changing lanes.
Wouldn™t dream of using a mitror (gxcept maybe o
admire themselves),

And if you think I'mv exaggerating, get a load of this.
A refractor owner recently had the arrogance to relate
to me a canversation he had with his telescope dealer,
Hel Le Snob ) had confessed to her (Lo Dealer ) that
he was feeling guilty for having the best telescope at
star parties. La Dealer clucked in sympathy, "Oh, 1
Enow what you menn,” she said. "Lots of refractor
owners complain they hardly pet to use their own
scopes at parties because evervone else wants (o have
a look through them.”

Bigod. Pass the Grey Poupon. The next thing you
know the guy is taking a swipe at my little
Schmidt-Newtonian.  "What's the aperlure?” he
inguires politely.

" little over five inches,” replies I,

He goffaws. "Five inches! What did they do —
aluminize an old floppy disketie!”

You see the pattern here, don’t you? Where most of
w4 poor shmucks are satisfied with the simple things
in life, like declination and right ascension, the refractor
snobs reguire one more element -- condescension.
Mind you, I am ghad ['m keeping notes, because one
of these days I'm zoing 0 pet me one of them refractor
jobbies, And then there'll be no talking to me,

Only my exquisite Astrohashi refractor
can give such superiative wiews. | say

N x old chap, vou're not actually going fa
{ _N?\E\ fen I touch my scope!” o

fa&éﬁ@)
> scope
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