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Well | guess you have all
heard the news; NeXT is no longer
making computers. So do we now
own an $11,000 paper weight,
or were we lucky to get one when
we did? It depends on who you
talk to. I doubt that the system

Reprinted from the Financial Post, Wed. Feh [0 [993.

Next to lay

off 280

and focus on software

Reuter

REDWOOD CITY, Calif. — Next
Computer Inc,, the viclim of
{alling prices in the computing in-
dostry, said yesterday it has shut
down its computer hardware oper-
alions and will focus on its soft-
ware technology.

Mext, headed by Steve Jobs, co-
founder of Apple Computer
Inc.,, said it would lay off 280 peo-
ple, leaving a company of about
200 workers.

Becanse of falling prices, Mext
had ceased production of its work-
stations, Johs said.

The company is introducing an
uperating software program that
will run on Intel Corp-based plat-
forms, the most widely used stan-
dard in the PC industry,

Observers said Canon Inc., one
of Next's major investors, is the
mast likely candidate to buy the
hardwane business.

... editorial ——

will have any resale value,
but we did not buy it as an
investment - we bought it as a workhorse. And in that respect it is fantastic, Obviously it would have
been nice if this wouldn’t have happened - but it did. And there is no point in getting in a flap over
it! Stay mned, ['m sure there will be much more on this later.

Four years ago Karen Gray and 1 were having a hard tfime petting enough material for
STARDUST so we decided to run an April fools issue. STARBUST was a hit, and has been popular
ever since. Ironically I won't be doing the spoof issue this year because Bob Drew desperaiely
wanted to. I don’t know what he is cooking up, but he has done so much work for STARDUST this
year I thought that he deserves to have some fun. [ would like to run humorous articles in every
issue of STARDUST so please don't feel that they only should be submitted for the April issuc.

For those of you who have articles for May you can pive them to me anytime now. I purposely
shoehomed a lot into this issue to catch up on the backlog of articles we had. We are now more or less
flush, so get those creative juices going apain. You can tell how healthy a publication is by the number
of articles that are contributed; using that as a measure STARDUST is a picture of health. But 1 would
like to see a lot more from the new members!

Randy Pakan

See you in May.
STARDUST Editor

OH Thf Cﬂl’ﬂ' F Is a tiny example of what can be done on the centre’s drawing program Virtuose.,
Had I drawn this cover by hand &t wonld have waken several hours. It ook me a
a week to learn all the ttorials in this program, bur that being done, the cover
anily took an hour fo layout and draw, -Ed
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Con'l'en'l's " un:h 1993

The Southwestern Star Parties, 5

Riverside vs. the Texas Star Party -By Bob Brekenridge

Sharing The Universe An Observatory Update 7

-By Larry Wood and Bruce McCurdy

B vi -By Richard Vianderberg '| 0
THE UNIVERSE...AND BEYOND
by Terence Dickinson

THAT THIN CLOUD? WILL IT GO AWAY? 4
-By Alister Ling  (Don’t hold your breath folks).

Planet Report The Venus Conjunction. 'I 3

-By Murray Paulson

Scope Talk The Losmandy GM-100 Mount 9

-By Tony ( Where IS M77) Gardner

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE %!

OBSERVERS’ CORNER 11
STRICTLY BUSIN ESS 14
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____ PRESIDENES" ESSAE
/,,/,élﬁ

1 open my president’s message on a sad note. On Thursday, January 28, 1993, Canadian
astronomy suffered a loss with the death of Dr. Helen Hogg. A retired professor of astronomy,
Dr. Hogg was a great supporter of the RASC (until 1991, the forward address of the RASC
Journal was written by her). On a local level, she was a contributer and supporter of the Edmonton
Space and Sciences Centre. Condolences have been sent to her family.

It is not too early to send in your money for the Astronomy Workshop - in fact, since space
is limited, the sooner the better. I urge you to take part in this event. It is very much a learning
weekend, but it is also a ot of fun.

Two other upcoming events are Astronomy Day on May 1, and the Alberta Star Party on
August 11-15. For the former bring your telescope out and show off the night sky to the
"unconverted." Larry Wood, Bruce McCurdy and Tyler Foster are this year’s organizers so
contact them for more info. For the Alberta Star Party the details have not been worked out yet,
but T'll keep you posted,

Finally, some happy news to share with the membership. Past President Murray Paulson, and
his wife Joanne are the proud parents of their second son, Sean Murray. Daniel’s little brother
was born at about 12:30 a.m, on the moring of Tuesday, February 16, weighing in at 8 Ibs. 9
ozs. I'm sure you will all join me in wishing the Paulsons all the best with the safe arrival of

their son.
Sybbia Swith  456-4614

NON SEQUITUR — BY WILEY

-:_ e
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That thin Cloud?

Will it go Away?

In short, no. Most observers have recognized
this pattern: thin high clouds, or cirrus, lie along
the horizon but disappear as night falls.
Frequently, this is an illusion,

As a meteorologist, I have watched thin
cirrus on satellite imagery march across reporting
stations with nary a change overnight, yet the
observer reports clear, or very scattered high
cloud, This phenomenon has now been confirmed
by a 4-year study of satellite imagery. There is
no diurnal, or day to night change in semi-
transparent cirrus, The only exception to this is
in summer, when cirrus formed by thunderstorms
has a tendency to evaporate gradually through
the night.

The illusion can be explained by an analogy
to M57, the Ring nebula. One can think of the
nebula as a uniform spherical shell of gas that
is mostly transparent. Looking through the center,
we can see that there is little ngmmtiun. However,
as we look along an edge, our line of sight
encounters sufficient material 1o produce a
noticeable veil.

The same thing happens when we look at
the sky. Overhead, the cirrus is so thin it is in
effect transparent, but as we look slantwise
through it towards the horizon, the cloud shows
up. If it is dark, the stars still shine through,
but the Milky Way would lose much of its impact.
The situation is no different with haze during
SUmimer,

Numerous times I've overheard obzervers
saying how lucky we are to be free of haze
overhead but are surrounded on all sides. If
you are willing to admit it to yourself, you
will easily notice that extended objects like
M31 just don't have the detail you are used to
seeing. The best advice I can give for you is to
accept what you've got and observe high surface
brightness objects like planets, clusters and
planetary nebulae. You have ventured into the
night to relax, so don’t fret.

Alister Ling

OVERBOARD

S0 TOILET PAPER. RBLLS
STUCK TOCETHER, WATH
SGUTCH THPE , HUNT

BT kEeF Lookius Fii THE
REN TELESCHRE ovay 2
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