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Skylights
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flector that he crafted himself.
it features a very well finished The Clouds of Capella
tube. "My only misgiving™ states
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couldn’t charge anycne for all the
filling work I did on the tube." Observatory Heport
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the Centre New Member Co-ordina- A Night at Star Hill Inn
tayr.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Ae the summer solstice comes to
greet us, many astronomere suffer
the All Night Twilight doldrums.
Listlessness, compulsive cleaning
of eyepieces and optics,thumbing
thru old issues of Deep Sky and
leering at photographe of nebulae
are some of the symptoms. You need
not suffer this malaise, for there
is a perseription for your illa:
Take a few asteroids and down them
with a cluster or two followed up
by some planets and I'm sure you
will feel better. Paul’s summer
pastime has te be chasing down 13th
magnitude astercids in the Milky
Way followed closely by near stel-
lar planetaries. What a challengel
The Perseide are always nice.

Wnile you are out there look for
the summertime phenomenon of noc-
tilucent clouds. I have yet to see
them but I am going to give it a
real serious try this year.

One last bit of help for the des-
perate: go south! Here are dates

for start and end of twilight:

Lethbridge June 5 July 10
Calgary May 25 July 19
RedDear Hay 22 July 25
Edmonton May 15 Aug 1
North pole Feb 1 Oct 15

The table shows that Kinbrook will
be just into astronomical dark
skies with 3 hre of darkness.

Another good item to keep on your
agenda, to cure those summer time
blues, are the summer star parties:
Einbrook July 30 = Aug 3
Table Mountain {Wash. st.) call
Kobau Star Party BAug 26 - Aug 30

The last item is to dream up what
you'd like to do with a portion of
the £46,000 casino funds. I've al-
ways enjoyad helping other people
spand money. Try it, write up a
proposal and give it to Alister.

Till September, clear skies.
Murray D. Paulson 459-1168

EDITOR’S MESSAGE

With casino funds the Centre will
purchase a complete desk-top publi-
shing setup (details are in tha
special issue "Starbucks"; 80ITY,
no national distribution). Those of
you without a computer can neow to
yield to the desire to edit a news-
letter. As a perk, the computer
would stay at your residence. If
you would like te become editor
later this fall, just give me or
Murray a call.

Bob Drew (@ 435-7013; 12207 Aspen
Drive West; Edmonton; T&J ZB7) has
graciously offered to produce Star-
dust until December, when the new
editor should be at ease with the
new desk-top system. Please send

any stories of your summertime as-
tronomical activities, or any other
articles to Bob. Photos would be
great too (clogse-ups are prefered
to panoramas).

I will continue to take care of
collecting copies of casino fund
proposals, and of putting them in a
file with other ideas. A couple of
binders filled with the proposals
will be available at the mestings.
Either bring your ideas to a mes-
ting or submit them to me. Tt is
interesting that no one has put in
a propoeal for a 30" scope.

Alister Ling 8 454-9267
13327 116 Ave Edmonton TSM 3E4.
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OBSERVER’S CORNER

We have been relatively lucky dur-
ing the last month with some pretty
good ocbeerving sessionse. The moon
was starting to get out of the way
by the night of the RASC casino.
Fortunately both the Friday night
and tha Saturday night were clear
and those cobservers who were work-
ing towards the fantastic success
of the casino were alec able to get
in a night of ocbeserving.

The next weekend however, was the
public starnight. Since there was a
lot of confusion as to which site
was the official site; observers
ware sent to both Waskahegan and to
Blackfoot IT. By all accounts Randy
Pakan, Dave Clyburn, Murray Paul-
gon, and Sharon Tansey had a won-
derful time at this second eite.

hs this wam the night of the M83
expadition, many other observers
were at Waskahagan. MB3 was an ex-
tremely difficult observation this
night. It is mo low at our latitude
that when I first attempted to get
this in the Club 17.5" I could not
get the telescope low enough. Later
in the svening as MB3 rose higher I
was able to find it. I should point
out that the telescope was almost
horizontal and wvery low to the
ground. In fact we were afraid of
rocks rolling down the tube assem-
bly. MB3 itself was not very im-
pressive as the conditione this low
down wera hardly good. It loocked
like a slightly fuzzier star and if
I did not have drawings with me
when I previously observed this
gpiral galaxy, I am sure I could
have completely missed it.

This was also an excellent night
for Shirlee Adamecon as she showed
up with her new 12.5" telescope. A
mfirst light™ party was promptly
held with Shirles serving Champagne
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to all members who showed up. Con-
gratulations Shirleel Shirlea later
located 5 Messier objects. Brad
Richens was also there looking very
clesely at Shirlee’s scope. I am
sure he wae comparing the sanding
job that Shirlee had done on her
scope with the job he had done on
his own. Both scopee have a fine
finish on them and I think that
both observers can be proud of the
jobe they have done.

Wew members Ben Gendre and Marian
Walsh also showed up this night.
Bean is trying to get his Messier
Certificate by ocbserving all the
Mesgier in his binoculars. Binocu-
lars are really wvery easy to use
and a lot of good work can be done
with them. BRs a result Ben and
Marian were able to get 22 Messiers
that night including some difficult
objects such as MB when it was low
down amongat the trees. Good work
Ben and Marian.

The next night we went to Blackfoot
II; it was incredible. Sylvia Smith
showed up with the intention of
trying to get MB3. Even though I
set up the Club 17.5" on the north
side of the parking lot, MBI was
just too low to observe. Allen
Mitchell has seen ME83 from Black-
foot with all the conditions just
right. I think the reason we failed
waa that we did not have a snow
bank high enough to set our tele-
scope on! We did however have an
incredible view of M51, the Whirl-
pool. I took the time to do a draw-
ing of this object as I thought it
was just beaotiful. I think that I
may have to werk on my drawing/ob-
gerving skills a little bit more as
my drawing is somewhat controver-
aial with the spiral arms coming
off the wrong side of the nucleus.
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