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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

April fools has come and gone and I
must thank the many contributors
who made Starbust and the silliness
of the meeting happen. First off I
musat applavd what must be the
eilliest Secretary’'s report ever.
Nice going Bruce, I want a copy of
that one. Secondly I thank Alister
for his Pruzindences Message (I
found myself a little burnt out
from the rigors of the Banguet and
a dark sky lured me away to the
realmes of astrophotography). Peter
Brown gave a great talk and had us
rolling in the aisles (in the pub
after the meeting). Oh yes, hisa
talk on meteors was quite interest-
ing as well. By the way, I need a
Presidential selection committee:
The E.5.5.C. phoned the other day
and asked if we would do something
about packages of Presidents from
other Centres. The chain letter
worked: it seems that they are be-
gining to pile up and it is getting
a bit crowded.

Our casino met with great success.
Rumour has it that we made 548,000.
We will be spending this money on
materials that meet our mandate.
Some telescopes that could be
loaned out, a nice Starfire refrac-
tor to add to our observing eguip-
ment, & COCD camera, a desktop pub-
lishing package for the editor; the
ligt goes on and on. If you have a
good idea, please submit it to
Franklin or myself. We will be dis-

cussing these at an upcoming coun-
cil meeting and general meeting.

The June meeting will host a few
short talks. CCD astronomy in Ed-
monton, summer observing projects,
and Summer Star Parties. Speaking
of star parties, the Alberta 5tar
Party will be held at Kinbrook
Island near Brocks. The dates are
from Thursday July 30 to Monday
hugust 3. The fee for registration
is 515 per wvehicle. The fes covers
the registration and you camping
fes. Thea Star Party will not be
bringing in special speakers, but
we will be twisting some arms of
local talent to give talks. The
leland will be rented out to astro-
nomerse only, 80 we will not have
cars driving through at night. If
you prefer to spend your nights/f
mernings in a hotel/motel room,
there are units available in Brooks
(Brooks is 16km north of the park).
The gpace is limited so make reser-
vations soon. )

The General Assembly is coming up
in July. If you are golng, please
register soon. I'm sure that Edmon-
ton will be well represented at
this event.

Our last observing window seems to
have come off fairly well. I hope
the summer star parties do as well.
Clear skies.

Murray D. Paulmson 459-1168

EDITOR’S MESSAGE

First-off, I promise never to write
another lengthy editorial (please
bear with me), but there are a few
things I would like to bring up. My
best regarde go to Briam Gray for
hie stamina in editing Stardust
during the past year. It can be
seen as relatively thankless pass-

time that does indeed make the time
pass...too quickly.

Editing the Centre newsletter is
something we all assume somecone
else is doing. Other unsung heroces
are Betty and Mel Rankin who
staple, fold, and addresa your
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gtardust, as well as distribute
them at =ach meeting. My thanks for
taking this duty off my shoulders.
2 tip of my hat goes to Paul Camp-
bell who typed up someone else’s
article, so that I could receive it
in disk format.

The monumental Rpril StarBust is a
perfect example of just how much
the newsletter ls a reflection of
the members’ writing, and so little
the result of the editor's work,
congratulations  folks, it was
great! I would love to see articles
by the new members. Yours i8 &
fresh and unigque perspective. If
you're awed by M42, let us know; if
gome piece of equipment pisses you
off, then sound offl

in this issue, I would like to wel-
come two new contributors, Michael

suchecki and the Pullitzer Prize
guality writing of Cathy Mackinnon.
We hope to see more of your writing
in the near future.

One of my favorite writing styles
is the short short story. Anyone
can do it: All you need to do is
put down a couple of sentences of
to et the scene, two to four een—
tences of descriptive prose, and
cap it off with a final sentence or
two. Your wvaluable experience 1is
then shared with amateur astrono-
mears in Edmonton and across the
country. As always, DOS disks of
any format are always appreciated,
but please don"t let that put you
off if you have to write by hand.
Should wyou hawve any concerns or
gquestions, please don't hesitates to
drop me & line.

Alister Ling @ 454-9267
13327 116 Ave. Edmonton. TSM 3E4

Edmonton’s Largest Telescope Dealer
We alsa carry: ’
Binoculars, Astronomy and related books,
Novellies, Astronomy Posters, Models,

Holograms, Laser Prints, elc.

Meade

THE LEADEAS EDGE

Iaadae 8" Madel 2080 Meacks B Model 824

Phone (403) 451-6514

W% SCIENCE MAGIC

al he Edmonlon Space Sciences Cenlra
14214-142 Shieel Edmonlon, Alberta T5M 4A4
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NEW MEMBER’S REPORT

gver the past saveral months I have
had the opportunity to meet many of
the new members in our dgroup. It
appears we hava an active group of
new people. I hope to meet as many
of you as possible and help you if
1 can with any projects Yyou may
have. Officially we have 21 new
members on ocur members list of 132.
Obvicusly we have gquite a high
turn-over rate, with new peoplae
eoming in and others leaving. Pre-
sently there are a lot of new mem-
bers nmot on the list, just waiting
to pay their dues in September. Be
sure to come to the meetings and
club obeerving sessions.

Whan I first joined the RASC Edmon-
ton Centre three years ago I didn’'t
know a soul in the group and for
awhile found thinge a little lone-
ly. After a year or so I did make
contacte and got more involved with
the groups activities. Being most
interested in observing I got out
to our dark site a soon as 1 could,
and since then I have gone out to
Blackfoot or Waskeheagan whenever
possible. The difficulty in getting
to know people at a2 dark observing
gite is you can’'t see a person Very
well, especially in winter when you
are wearing all your winter gear.
When you next meet at tha monthly
meating faces often don’t compute.
Be sure to let me know if you'll be
heading out for your first or sec=
ond time and I‘1ll try to track you
down at the site, or help you with
directions. There are a number of
rules of etiguette we use while at
our dark site and I can certainly
help familiarize you with them.

I have finished building a 12-1/2"
pobsonian reflector. The help I got
from Randy Pakan and others in our
group was amazlng without which I
would have been lost. Let me know
if you are interested in conatruct-

ing a scope — I can help or direct
you to the right person. Aleso if
you have other areas of interest in
astronomy or related areas, and
would like to share them, let me
know. There ara like-minded people
very interssted in gharing their
knowledge and expertise too.

some of the new people in our group
are active with projects. Karl
Kropf is just getting underway in
the construction of a 12-1/2" alu-
minum tube Dobsonian. This is a
major project and hopefully the
aluminum tube assembly will work
well for him, we'll be looking for-
ward to seeing a new scope later
this year. Another active newcomer
im Hanm (porry I have forgottan
your last name Hans) who is pres-
ently evaluating whether to build a
10" Hewtenian. He has been eagerly
asking a lot of guestions regarding
construction of the scope and op-
tics. Anne Mclntyre is presently
learning the conetellations and
using her binoculars to refamili-
arize herself with the sky. She has
been out to our dark site several
times and has had a look through a
number of scopes. Learning the con-
stellations is a great and inexpen-
give way to get into astronomy and
it pays great dividends if and when
you move up to a SCOpe. Knowing the
gky well is a map to auccessful
telescope use. Ban Gendre has also
been out with his 14 X BO binocu-
lare worklng over Leo and Coma Be-
renices. There are many challenging
objects for binoculars in that part
of the sky.

It's great to see all the new faces
with their enthusiasm which helps
ro-energize many of us who have
been around longer. Please track me
down after the meetings and intro-
duce yourself.

Brad Richens ([4B1-6396}
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