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PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE

In March of 1992 we will have our
first RASC banguet of the 1990's. |
have never been to a prior RASC
banguet, so this one will be off the cuff.
The tentative itinerary is as follows...

Cocktails

Dinner

Speeches

Song [/ Skit presentations
Prizes for the songs & skits
Door Prizes

Dance Music / Socialize tima

Have you any desire to get up in
front of a large audience and do
something foolish? Well here is your
chance. Songs or skits should have an
astronomical or related theme and can
be of either a serious or non serious
nature. ("Related” = people, places,
things...) Songs or skits of epic
proportions might get truncated by
popular request.

If you know of some sponsor who
would like to donate some door prizes
or aid to this affair, please contact me.

The April meeting will be moved
ahead one week due to our speakers
time requirements. Peter Brown (our
speaker) will be giving a talk on
meteors. He says he has at least two
hours worth of material, so if you want
to know more about meteors and that
branch of planetary science, please chat
with him after our meeting. I'm sure he
could be coerced to the pub for one or
two in the aftermath of our meeting.

Our May meeting will deal with our
members  photography,  sketching,
construction projects or anything dealing
with astronomy. (Stamps etc.) If you
have anything in particular in mind,
please give me a call and we will fit it
in.

Clear skies.
Murray D. Paulson
459-1168
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OBSERVERS' CORNER

Since being elected as your new
Observers Coordinator, it took me only
3 days to start something controversial.
Several of the more experienced
observers approached me and asked
what | thought about moving the official
public observing night out to the
Blackfoot 1| site. | started making some
phone calls and quickly discovered that
a lot of people had opposing ideas.
When | took this proposal to council for
approval it was debated for over 40
minutes with no solution In sight.
Council finally decided that we would
hold the next two public nights at the
Blackfoot |l site.

Of course the big advantage of
using this site is for the darker skies.
There are several disadvantages as
well. One is the south horizon is
blocked by trees and another is the
size of the parking lot. With such a
small parking lot | am forced to ask
members to be sure and park in nice
neat rows when you arrive on site so
that we can allow for plenty of
manoeuvring room for people who want
to leave early. Also please remember
that we are only testing this site for the
next two observing sessions and |
would like fo hear your input on what
your feelings are.

| would also like to start an
astronomical event hot line. A lot of the
members regularly call the Skyline
service offered by Sky and Telescope
and get early waming news concerning
astronomical events. | have found that
sometimes | would have liked to get
some of the information earlier and |
am sure many members would like this
information as well. If you want this
information as well, please give me a
call at my home number, (listed below)
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and | will add your name to the list.
Also if you know of any unusual event
| really want to hear from you so that |
can get the word out. Anybody know of
any super novas?

As of the time of this writing a8 of
the deepsky observing has been
confined to the imaginations of the
observers. Woeather conditions nave
forced observers to look at the Moon
and Jupiter, and very little of that =y
Wood's close lunar graze expediton
was the only astronomy | was zoe o
do during the last month.

Since | am a thoroughly preparsd
astronomer, | managed to show @ at
the site without my finderscope or my
telrad. This meant | could not b=iance
my telescope, fortunately Snriee
Adamson offered me the use of ner
telescope. | watched the graze though
an 8" schmidt cassegrain. Alister Ling
showed up with his new 4.7° refracior
and club members saw first light with
this instrument., Though the graze was
a failure, | am sure that all who showsed
up had a lot of fun. After all we got out
and actually looked through some
telescopes in spite of the awful weather
we have experienced this month.

The next cbserving session is on
February 28, 1992 with the alternate
night on February 29, 1992. Please
remember that we will all be at the
Blackfoot (2) observing site. Hopefully
we will have better weather this time.

Clear Skies
Paul Campbell 463-8015
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Royal Astronomical Society of Canada
Edmonton Centre
Statement of Cash Receipts & Disbursements
January 1, 1991 to December 31, 1991

Receipts 1991 1990 1951 1990
Memberships
Life 10 9 100 an
Adult 106 116 3,710 4,005
Youth/Associate 2/7 4/4 96 107
3,908 4,202
Interest 367 514
Stardust 205 191
Insignia sales 45 75
Mational Office Grant
Miscellaneous 368 176
Casino Receipts - 891
Total Receipts 4,891 6,049
Disbursements
Mational Office Dues 2,078 2,234
Stardust 1.045 1,128
Library 13 -
Meetings 390 111
Insurance 100 100
Insignia purchases 45 5
Awards and Donations 100 B4
Telescopic equipment 221 378
Educational activities 96 18
Administration, postage 126 86
General expenses g8 50
Total disbursements 4,222 4,189
Excess receipts 669 1,860
Bank balance beginning 7,757 5,897
Bank balance end $ 8428 $7.757
Observer's Fund $ 2304 $ 2,225
General Fund £ 6,121 55532

M.C. Rankin, Treasurer
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SKYLIGHTS (Feb 10 - Mar 9)
MERCURY IN THE EVENING

Look for Mercury low in the twilight glow starting in March 1. The very thin crescent
moon will join it on March 5 and 6. Binoculars give the best view.

JUPITER IS AN EVENING OBJECT

Jupiter is now rising during evening twilight, and by March 1 it reaches its highest
point in the sky at midnight.

MORNING SIGHTS: another TRIPLE CONJUNCTION

From February 25-28 Venus can be found in-between Mars and Saturn! By the 25th
Venus is sunward of Saturn. By Sunday morning March 1, the crescent Moon will join
the trio. Don't forget to have a look on workdays before sunrise, say around 6:30 AM.

METEORS

The Delta Lecnids peak February 26. This minor shower {not o be confused with the
more impressive November Leonids) features rather slow eniry speeds of 23 km/sec.
The weaker Virginid shower sports 35 km/sec meteors, almost half the speed of the
Persaids.

ASH CLOUDS

The ash particles from this past summer's volcanic eruption of Mt Pinatubo in the
Philippines are still passing overhead. During morning or evening twilight the ash
clouds can be seen as low contrast rippled bands, usually in a horizontal position.
However, they have become more variable of late. For instance on one night in
January, there were no clouds at all, but the horizon colours seemed "dirty". This is
different from the man-made pollution "dint". Then one week later the bands were fairly
prominent and could be seen up to 45 degrees above the horizon.

FEATURE DEEP-SKY OBJECT: "X-Y" or "37" Cluster

NGC 2168 In Orion Is a bright open cluster that Is easy to find, about 6 degrees above
Betelgeuse. Three of its stars are even plotted on Tirion's Sky Atlas 2000.0. In any size
telascope the two dozen or so B-10th mag stars almost immediately give the observer
the impression of a large XY or 37 pattern! One assumes that it depends on whether
you are right or left-brained. If you are using a siar diagonal or elbow, the pattern won't
jump out as much.
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