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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Everyone must have a few New
Years resolutions to live up to or break
down. | have resolved to do more
astrophotography and to observe more
double stars. The latter is easily done
from my backyard. My 4" refractor is
well suited to this kind of work, anything
tighter than 1" of arc | can resolve with
my 12.5" newtonian.

Astrophotography on the other
hand is time consuming and is not a
sociable pastime. It also eats up what
may be the best of the observing
sessions. This resolution should be
fairly easy to keep due to the total lack
of any work done in 1991. The few
observing windows | did have were
consumed In reacquainting myself with
the old standards and finding at least a
few mew things. Kobau didn't give us
enough good days to get in the mood
for a photo session. This year I'm
going to have to get a bit more
organized so the equipment will be
easier to set up, then it will get used.

Do you have any resolutions? If not
try picking out something different to
add to your observing list. Try hunting
down some of those Trumpler clusters
marked on the atlas or possibly some
of the other open clusters that you -
haven't visited before. Planetary nebula
are great fun to search for and some
are quite a freat to find. How many
edge on galaxies have you seen? How
many show motting or dark lanes?
Have you ever hunted down an
asteroid, then checked the next
session o see that it had moved?
Have you ever stayed outl to watch one
complete revolution of Jupiter?

There are as many possibilities as
lights in the night sky.

Clear skies.
Murray D. Paulson
459-1168

Map to RASC Observing Site
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OBSERVERS’ CORNER

Lies, lies, it's all lies! | wasn't ill,
Paul and Alister stuffed me down my
telescope tube and aimed it at
Folarissimo so that they could take over
Observer's Corner! Luckily | had the
foresight to predict that my overbearing
personality might precipitate such an
event and | used the built-in ladder
(cleverly disquised as light baffles) to
escape to freedom!

Seriously, there is nothing like four
months of bad luck to make one
appreciate things that we often take for
granted. Unless | am now kidnapped
by a horde of dwarf aliens, | assume
my streak of bad luck is over.

| missed the December Bth centre
observing night because that day | lost
the keys to my telescope shed and also
blew the starter in my van. When |
asked various members of the
observers group what | had missed, the
majority answered "Nothing special, just
the usual" For those who may not
know what “the usual” is, it is: fresh air,
good friends, lots of laughs, and trillions
of photons that have been travelling
since time began just to be there with
you that night. Indeed | had missed it
very much.

Dave and | field tested the new
"Cold Buster"bar that was developed by
Dr. Larry Wang at the University of
Alberta. He created the snack at the
request of the military to be used as a
survival aid. Taken every two hours,
the bar is supposed to make you burn
calories faster and keep you warm.
The bar does work, we both found that
after allowing about twenty minutes for
digestion, we were considerably warmer
for the next 1 1/2 hours of observing.
The "Cold Buster" is available at most
food stores for around $1.70 each.
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| recently bought a copy of Visual
Astronomy of the Deep Sky by Roger
N. Clark. This book has been out for
just over a year and | don't think it is
getting the attention that it deserves.
It is the most in-depth obsarving manual
I've seen and should be a must for all
serious deep sky observers.

Observing manuals usually mention
averted vision and dark adaptation, but
this one covers the topics in great
depth. It's loaded wilh observing tips
such as: when searching for an object
with averted vision hold each search
position for at least six seconds. The
reason for this is that the light needs
time to accumulate on the retina much
the same way as it does on film. The
author refers to this as the time needed
to reach the "detection threshold®, We
hawve all heard that nicotine and alcohaol
decreases the eyes contrast sensitivity.
Mr. Clark also recommends that a zing
supplement in your diet may be crucial
to maintaining your eye's sensitivity. |
discussed this with my doctor and he
agrees that a zinc supplement is a
good idea. Zinc is one of several
minerals that our body needs that
unfortunately has been depleted from
many commercial market and farmlands.
Many north americans now lack zinc in
their diet.

Also contained in the book is a
catalogue of 611 of the author's
favourite deep sky objects. Ninety of
these objects have accompanying
sketches and photographs that have
been done at the same orientation and
scale. Chapter five entitled "Making
Drawings and Keeping Records stresses
the importance of documenting your
observations. | am a devout believer in
field sketching and the author covers



this topic beautifully. The ninety
sketches and descriptions are very well
done, and they give the reader an
excellent idea of just what you can
expect o see with an eight inch
newtonian. My only criticism is that |
would like to have seen the
observations done using several
different sizes of telescopes. The book
is aimed at serious deep sky observers,
most of whom are using telescopes
larger than eight inches. With that
aside, Visual Astronomy of the Deep
Sky is a superb guide that has much to
offer both the beginner and the
accomplished deep sky observer. It is
available from Sky Publishing and
Cambridge University Press. It is 355
pages long and sells for around $55
Canadian,

Some of you will be glad to hear
that Jupiter has finally transcended from
a morning to an evening object, and is
now rising at about 11 P.M, Qver the
past two months Murray and | have
been insane enough 1o go out at 5 or
€ A.M. to monitor the Red Giant. The
following are some of our observations:
The red spot has faded almost to the
point of invisibility and the hollow that it
resides in appears only as an
"eyebrow.” The south equatorial belt
has partially reappeared. It is fainter
and thinner than the northemn belt and
does not go completely around the
planet. There are also two unusual
white ovals on the disk. See if you can
spot them.

This month both Astronomy and
Sky and Telescope magazines ran
photos of Jupiter taken by the Hubble
space telescope. Many of the features
in the photos have been drawn quite
accurately by members of our observing
group.  Another testimonial to the
benefits of sketching.

Well this is it for my term as
observing group coordinator. Paul
Campbell will be taking over the
position unless Alister has managed to
well lets leave it as a surprise.
For those of you tired of hearing about
Jupiter you will be pleased to hear that
Paul is allergic to planetary observing.

Many thanks to Dave, Paul, and

Alister for their contributions to
Observer's Comer. See you at the
dark site!

Randy Pakan 437-6532

Reprinted from the Kingston Centre
newsletter REGULUS

There was an observer named Clarence
Whose  horizons needed more
clearance,

So he cut down the trees

To the height of his knees

And now obsarves without interferencs.

Walter MacDonald
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